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MODULE 1: WHAT IS A COMMUNITY ASSESSMENT (CA)? HOW IS IT COMPLETED?

Introduction

A Community Assessment is a tool to make informed program decisions, to determine the types of
services most needed by families and children, and to help set long- and short-term program objectives.
Head Start leadership staff studies the most important changes in the communities and counties they
serve on a regular basis. However, the Community Assessment is the formal and far-reaching process
performed every five years and updated annually.

Head Start

“Head Start programs prepare America’s most vulnerable young children to succeed in school and in life beyond
school. To achieve this, Head Start programs deliver services to children and families in core areas of early
learning, health, and family well-being while engaging parents as partners every step of the way.

The Head Start program encompasses Head Start preschool programs, which primarily serve 3- and 4-year-old
children, and Early Head Start programs for infants, toddlers, and pregnant women. Head Start programs operate
in every state, many tribal nations, and several U.S. territories, including Puerto Rico. Head Start services are
delivered nationwide through 1,600 agencies that tailor the federal program to the local needs of families in their
service area.”

Early Childhood Learning & Knowledge Center, https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/programs/article/head-start-programs

Early Head Start

“Early Head Start (EHS) programs serve infants and toddlers under the age of 3, and pregnant women. EHS
programs provide intensive comprehensive child development and family support services to low-income infants
and toddlers and their families, and to pregnant women and their families.”

Early Childhood Learning & Knowledge Center, https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/programs/article/early-head-start-programs

Migrant and Seasonal Head Start

“Migrant and Seasonal Head Start Program means: (1) with respect to services for migrant farm workers, a Head
Start program that serves families who are engaged in agricultural labor and who have changed their residence
from one geographic location to another in the preceding two-year period; and, (2) with respect to services for
seasonal farmworkers, a Head Start program that serves families who are engaged primarily in seasonal
agricultural labor and who have not changed their residence to another geographic location in the preceding
two-year period.”

Early Childhood Learning & Knowledge Center, https://headstart.gov/definition/migrant-or-seasonal-head-start?redirect=eclkc

American Indian and Alaska Native Head Start

Head Start launched 34 American Indian and Alaska Native (AIAN) Head Start programs in the summer of 1965.
[...] The Office of Head Start (OHS) honors the rich cultural heritage of our AIAN children, families, and
communities. Based on the needs of local communities, Head Start programs offer traditional language and
cultural practices to provide high-quality services to young children and their families. The targeted tools and
resources below are available to assist in the planning, development, and organization of AIAN and other
programs serving AIAN communities.

Early Childhood Learning & Knowledge Center, https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/programs/article/american-indian-alaska-native-programs
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Head Start Performance Standards

1302.11 Determining community strengths, needs, and resources.

“(b) Community-wide strategic planning and needs assessment (community assessment).

(1) To design a program that meets community needs, and builds on strengths and resources, a program must
conduct a community assessment at least once over the five-year grant period. The community assessment must
use data that describes community strengths, needs, and resources and include, at a minimum:

(i) The number of eligible infants, toddlers, preschool-age children, and expectant mothers, including
their geographic location, race, ethnicity, and languages they speak, including:

(A) Children experiencing homelessness in collaboration with, to the extent possible, McKinney-Vento
Local Education Agency Liaisons (42 U.S.C. 11432 (6)(A));

(B) Children in foster care; and

(C) Children with disabilities, including types of disabilities and relevant services and resources provided
to these children by community agencies;

(i) The education, health, nutrition and social service needs of eligible children and their families,
including prevalent social or economic factors that impact their well-being;

(iii) Typical work, school, and training schedules of parents with eligible children;

(iv) Other child development, child care centers, and family child care programs that serve eligible
children, including home visiting, publicly funded state and local preschools, and the approximate
number of eligible children served;

(v) Resources that are available in the community to address the needs of eligible children and their
families; and,

(vi) Strengths of the community.

(2) A program must annually review and update the community assessment to reflect any significant changes,
including increased availability of publicly-funded pre-kindergarten (including an assessment of how the pre-
kindergarten available in the community meets the needs of the parents and children served by the program,
and whether it is offered for a full school day), rates of family and child homelessness, and significant shifts in
community demographics and resources.

(3) A program must consider whether the characteristics of the community allow it to include children from
diverse economic backgrounds that would be supported by other funding sources, including private pay, in
addition to the program'’s eligible funded enrollment. A program must not enroll children from diverse economic
backgrounds if it would result in a program serving less than its eligible funded enrollment.”

Head Start Early Learning and Knowledge Center, https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov
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Methodology: The Community Assessment Process

This Community Assessment offers detailed information about numerous topics, as well as an
examination of the Head Start/Early Head Start service area’s strengths and barriers relative to early
childhood development. This is a comprehensive collection and analysis of key indicators to evaluate the
needs and characteristics of eligible Head Start/Early Head Start children and families. This report not only
fulfills the federal requirement, but it becomes an integral part of the program’s planning,
implementation, and evaluation process.

Every comprehensive community analysis and related findings become the latest baseline to:

. Identify current community needs.

o Design new plans.

. Choose additional community partners.

. Develop strategic collaborations.

. Evaluate the progress of past interventions.

o Make relevant decisions about program improvement changes expeditiously.

mano-Y-ola facilitated this Community Assessment process, which focused on promoting the effective
participation of agency staff members and helping identify and organize the best data sources to comply
with the Head Start Performance Standards. Before collecting and analyzing the required data, the
consultants and the Head Start Director agreed to strategic priorities on data collection and analysis that
are relevant to current issues and program priorities.

The Community Assessment methodology focuses on different levels of analysis. The following
components of the Community Assessment represent key methods for completing this report:

e Review of most recent secondary data on indicators that have an impact on the program and its
service delivery model(s). (On the following page a rationale and brief description is offered for
the use of census data: American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates.)

e Development and utilization of additional assessments to include data observed or collected
directly from firsthand experience.

The Community Assessment includes all the necessary and required topics established by the Office of
Head Start. Data collection and analysis may include, but is not limited to, the Program Information Report
(PIR) data, family partnership agreements, child/family application data, child screening and outcomes
data, census data, local and state planning department reports, state department data, local interagency
committee reports, data from local school districts, child care resource and referral agencies, agencies
serving children with disabilities, health care providers, and social service providers.

The Head Start program staff identifies and uses other methods to collect data from different sources and
service areas. These include family needs surveys and key informant surveys. The Family Needs Survey is
administered to identify needs and strengths of eligible Head Start families in the service area (see
Appendix A: Family Needs Survey). The Head Start program staff also identifies and provides names of key
informants to participate in a survey that will provide added support for secondary data analysis findings.
Key Informant Survey results generate important implications and connections to program needs and
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serve to generate strategic discussions in relation to program improvement based on empirical data (see
Appendix B: Key Informant Questions).

This year’s Community Assessment enhances the agency’s existing efforts by collecting, analyzing,
illustrating, and narrating secondary data from reliable sources and primary data from clients and
community experts in a reader-friendly format. This assessment is intended for digital use as a living
document with live links to the most recent and relevant data available at the time of the study. The data
contained herein enable agency leadership to effectively develop strategic plans and priorities based on
the actual needs of the community members they serve.

Census Data. A predominant data source used for this report is the United States Census Bureau. The U.S.
Census Bureau collects data on race and ethnicity for various products and reports. At a minimum the
Office of Management and Budget (OMB) requires five categories: White, Black/African American,
American Indian or Alaskan Native (AIAN), Asian, and Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander (NHPI).

Every 10 years, the Census Bureau conducts a decennial census count, which is a comprehensive count of
the population. The decennial census uses seven race categories in its count, the five aforementioned
categories required by the OMB as well as “Multiracial” and “Some Other Race.”

In addition to its decennial count, the Census Bureau produces an annual July 1% estimate of the
population, and unlike the decennial census, this estimate only includes six race categories, excluding the
“Other” race category included every 10 years.

This community assessment currently uses the July 1% estimates data to identify the race and ethnicity of
the population studied, as well as the growth/change in race or ethnicity from 2020 to 2023. It is
imperative not to compare race data included in this assessment to decennial census data. The different
number of race categories greatly impacts the values. For example, according to the 2020 census, 61.6
percent of the population in the United States is White only, compared with the July 1, 2023, estimates
of 75.3 percent. The most significant difference between these two collection methods is the proportion
of the population that self-identifies as White, Multiracial, and Other, see Table 1.

United States: Calculating Race and Ethnicity
Source: U.S. Census

July 1, 2023 Estimates 2020 Census
White 75.3% 61.6%
Black 13.7% 12.4%
Asian 6.4% 6.0%
AIAN 1.3% 1.1%
NHPI 0.3% 0.2%
Multiracial 3.1% 10.2%
Other Not Reported 8.4%
Hispanic/Latino 19.5% 18.7%

Table 1: Calculating Race and Ethnicity
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American Community Survey 5-Year Estimate. Another U.S. census data source used extensively in this
report is the U.S. Census Bureau’s 2023 American Community Survey, 5-Year Estimate.

“The American Community Survey (ACS) is an ongoing survey that provides data every year —
giving communities the current information they need to plan investments and services.
Information from the survey generates data that help determine how more than $675 billion in
federal and state funds are distributed each year. Through the ACS, we know more about jobs
and occupations, educational attainment, veterans, whether people own or rent their homes,
and other topics. Public officials, planners, and entrepreneurs use this information to assess the
past and plan the future. When you respond to the ACS, you are doing your part to help your
community plan for hospitals and schools, support school lunch programs, improve emergency
services, build bridges, and inform businesses looking to add jobs and expand to new markets,
and more.”!

Table 2 is a chart describing the difference between 1-Year and 5-Year Estimates. Although the 5-Year
Estimate is the “least current” data set, it is the most reliable, and it allows for comparison and analysis of
all counties, townships, or census tracts, which are geographic levels necessary when conducting an
analysis of various populations, and/or other needs and indicators for Head Start programs.

1-Year Estimates 5-Year Estimates
12 months of collected data 60 months of collected data
Data for areas with populations of 65,000+ Data for all areas
Smallest sample size Largest sample size
Less reliable than 3-Year or 5-Year Most reliable
Most current data Least current data
Annually released: 2005-present Annually released: 2009-present

Best used when precision is more important than
Best used when currency is more important than currency; Analyzing very small populations; Examining
precision; Analyzing large populations tracts and other smaller geographies because 1-Year
Estimates are not available

Table 2: U.S. Census Data: ACS 1-Year and 5-Year Estimate Features

When possible, all counties in the FACT Inc. service area are illustrated in comparison to Arkansas and the
United States. However, due to the small population and/or data not being reported, some data indicators
are not available for all of FACT Inc.’s counties. Thus, some of the charts and images in this document
might not include all of the counties in the FACT Inc. service area.
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MODULE 2: WHO DOES THIS CA BELONG TO, AND WHICH COMMUNITY(IES) DO THEY SERVE?

State of the Grantee
The State of the Grantee is a brief narrative written by the agency about the agency and the community
in which it operates; the remainder of the Community Assessment is written by mano-Y-ola LLC.

Families and Children Together, Inc., (FACT),

was established in 1995 as a private V' F CT, I C.

nonprofit agency. At the time of inception, Famili ;
amilies & Children Together, Inc.
FACT administered the state-funded es & & Qe

preschool program, Arkansas Better Chance “Preschools are our busihess, our ovLy bushess.”

(ABC). In 1996, FACT became the local Head Start (HS) grantee serving five south central Arkansas
counties: Calhoun, Columbia, Dallas, Ouachita, and Union. In 2001, FACT became the local grantee for the
Early Head Start (EHS) option which allowed for a seamless transition of programs and services for children
from birth to age 4. In 2014, the FACT service area enlarged to include three adjacent counties in
Southwest Arkansas: Hempstead, Lafayette, and Nevada. In the original five counties, FACT also offers the
home-based option for families who desire to implement the program in the privacy of their own homes.

FACT currently operates 25 EHS classrooms, 25 HS classrooms, and 9 ABC classrooms. Most centers are
located in donated facilities and/or through collaborative partnerships with 10 public school districts,
municipalities, and community organizations. FACT owns seven center facilities and one administrative
office facility.

FACT’s current funded enrollment is 456 for the HS center-based program option. The EHS funded
enrollment is 200 for the center-based program option and 55 for the home-based program option. FACT
is funded to serve 170 Arkansas Better Chance, state-funded preschool children.

All centers and home-based programs undergo a stringent assessment process to ensure full compliance
with regulatory agencies. For example, the Arkansas Division of Early Childhood Education utilizes the
Early Childhood Environmental Rating Scale (ECERS) for preschool classrooms and Infant and Toddler
Rating Scale (ITERS) for infant/toddler classes. These measurable outcome tools were designed to enable
teachers to create developmentally appropriate learning environments for children. A positive
ECERS/ITERS rating determines eligibility for Arkansas State Quality. FACT is committed to excellence in
providing early childhood education and is pleased to be one of the select agencies in the state that has
had a positive rating in its entire program since 1995.

The agency is locally governed by a Board of Directors and a Policy Council. The Policy Council is composed
of 15 members, with 51 percent of the members being parents of currently enrolled HS children, and four
are community representatives who have demonstrated an interest in the services provided to low-
income children and families. The Board of Directors is composed of 10 members and has legal
responsibility for the administration of the program. Under the overall supervision of the Board of
Directors, the Executive Director has full responsibility for planning, directing, and administering the
Program.
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FACT’s mission is to “empower children and families.” This directive is accomplished by providing tools,
such as parenting classes, budgeting, and tips on running a household, to families that will enable their
independence on their abilities.

FACT’s philosophy states that, “We believe that from birth, all children need early childhood development
experiences that support their unique characteristics and provide love, warmth, and positive learning
experiences. All families need encouragement and support from their community to achieve their own
goals and provide a safe and nurturing environment for their young children.”

The agency has strategic goals for each five-year grant cycle. The goals are derived from ongoing
monitoring, self-assessment of what is working and what is not, and community needs of the service
areas. Community representatives from the eight-county service area strategically plan for the grant cycle.
Some goals are completed fairly quickly, and some are a continuous process. Some examples of current
goals include a short-term goal of implementing a staff wellness plan. This is in process and will be
completed this program year. A long-term goal is to expand and/or convert Head Start slots to EHS slots
as the Community Assessment indicates the need.
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FACT, Inc. Center List

Central Office
2720 Vine Street
El Dorado, AR 71730

Bearden ABC
100 Oak Avenue
Bearden, AR 71720

Bearden HS/EHS
N. School Street
Bearden, AR 71720

Bradley Head Start
527 Central Avenue
Bradley, AR 71826

Camden HS/EHS/ABC
225 Pope Avenue SW
Camden, AR 71701

Emerson Head Start
508 West Main
Emerson, AR 71740

Fairview HS/EHS
800 Barnes Street
El Dorado, AR 71730

Fordyce HS/EHS
104 West College Street
Fordyce, AR 71742

Hampton HS/EHS
523 East Main Street
Hampton, AR 71744

Hope Head Start
419 Henry C. Yerger Street
Hope, AR 71801

Junction City HS/ABC
425 N. Elm
Junction City, AR 71749

Magnolia EHS
306 Legion Drive
Magnolia, AR 71753

Magnolia East HS/ABC
801 Calhoun Road
Magnolia, AR 71753

McNeil Head Start

820 Logoly Road
McNeil, AR 71752
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Morning Star HS/EHS
804 Lockhart
El Dorado, AR 71730

Nevada Head Start
6580 US Highway 278 West
Rosston, AR 71858

Strong HS/EHS/ABC
735 South Concord
Strong, AR 71765

Taylor ABC
303 East Pine
Taylor, AR 71861

West Woods HS/EHS/ABC
1500 Bradford St
El Dorado, AR 71730
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Arkansas is located in the southern region of the United States, bordered by Missouri, Tennessee, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas and Oklahoma. The
Mississippi River forms most of the state’s eastern border. The state is 276 miles wide and 240 miles long covering 53,182 square miles, of which
1,107 square miles is water. Arkansas comprises 75 counties; its geographic center is Pulaski County.

The Ozark Plateau is a heavily forested area with rugged hills, deep valleys and steep gorges. The Arkansas River runs through the Arkansas River
Valley, south of the Ozark Plateau. The Ouachita Mountains are home to the Hot Springs National Park and are known for mineral and timber
resources. The West Gulf Coastal Plain covers the southwestern portion of the state and is populated by pine forests and farmland. The eastern
third of the state is the Mississippi Embayment or Alluvial Plain.

The following table provides a general community profile of the FACT Inc. Service Area including geography, weather, and local county government
structure.

FACT Inc. Service Area

County County Area Bordering Cities / Topography'i Weather'l Locale Government Structure
Seat Counties Municipalities
Calhoun Hampton 632 sq. mi. Bradley, Cleveland, Hampton, Harrell, Rolling hills,  High: 73° F Rural: 100%  All counties have these elected
Dallas, Ouachita, Thorton, Tinsman largely Low: 49° F County positions: judge, sheriff,
Union forested Avg. Rain: 56 assessor, circuit clerk, collector,
inches coroner, clerk, surveyor,
Avg. annual snow: constable, and a 3- member
1inch election commission. v
Columbia Magnolia 767 sq. mi. Claiborne, Emerson, Bayou High: 75° F Urban: 1.1%  All counties have these elected
Lafayette, Nevada, Magnolia, Dorcheat flows Low:51°F Rural: 98.9% County positions: judge, sheriff,
QOuachita, Union, McNeil, Taylor, through the Avg. Rain: 53 assessor, circuit clerk, collector,
Webster Waldo County inches coroner, clerk, surveyor,
emptying into Avg. annual snow: constable, and a 3- member
Lake Bistineau 2 inches election commission.
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FACT Inc. Service Area

County County
Seat
Dallas Fordyce
Hempstead Hope
Lafayette Lewisville
Nevada Prescott

Area

668 sq. mi.

741 sq. mi.

545 sq. mi.

621 sq. mi.

Bordering
Counties
Calhoun, Clark,
Cleveland, Grant,
Hot Spring,

Quachita

Howard, Lafayette,
Little River, Miller,
Nevada, Pike

Columbia,
Hempstead, Miller,
Nevada, Webster
Parish

Clark, Columbia,
Hempstead,
Lafayette,
QOuachita, Pike

Cities /
Municipalities
Carthage,
Fordyce,
Manning,
Princeton,
Sparkman, Tulip

Blevins,  Fulton,
Hope, McNab,
McCaskill,

Oakhaven, Ozan,
Patmos,
Perrytown,
Washington

Bradley, Buckner,
Lewisville, Stamps

Bluff
Bodcaw, Cale,
Emmet, Falcon,
Prescott, Rosston,
Willisville

City,

Topography'i

Pine forests
and the
Ouachita River
forms its
western
boundary.

Rolling hills

Red River runs
along the
western
boundary.

Bounded on
the north by
the Little
Missouri River.
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Weather'!

High: 73° F

Low: 49° F

Avg. Rain: 56
inches

Avg. annual snow:
21 inches

High: 74° F

Low: 50° F

Avg. Rain: 54
inches

Avg. annual snow:
2 inches

High: 75° F

Low: 51°F

Avg. Rain: 53
inches

Avg. annual snow:
2 inches

High: 73° F

Low: 49° F

Avg. Rain: 55
inches

Avg. annual snow:
4 inches

Locale

Rural: 100%

Urban: 1.1%

Rural: 98.9%

Rural: 100%

Rural: 100%

Government Structure

All counties have these elected
County positions: judge, sheriff,
assessor, circuit clerk, collector,
coroner, clerk, surveyor,
constable, and a 3- member
election commission.

All counties have these elected
County positions: judge, sheriff,
assessor, circuit clerk, collector,
coroner, clerk, surveyor,
constable, and a 3- member
election commission.

All counties have these elected
County positions: judge, sheriff,
assessor, circuit clerk, collector,
coroner, clerk, surveyor,
constable, and a 3- member
election commission.

All counties have these elected
County positions: judge, sheriff,
assessor, circuit clerk, collector,
coroner, clerk, surveyor,
constable, and a 3- member
election commission.
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FACT Inc. Service Area
County
Seat
Camden

County

Ouachita

Union

El Dorado

Area

740 sq. mi.

1,055 sq.

mi.

Table 3: FACT Inc. Service Area

Bordering
Counties
Calhoun, Clark,
Columbia, Dallas,

Nevada, Union

Ashley, Bradley,
Calhoun,
Columbia,

Ouachita

Cities /
Municipalities
Bearden,
Camden,
Chidester,  East
Camden, Louann,
Stephens

Calion, El Dorado,
Felsenthal,
Huttig, Junction
City, Norphlet,
Smackover,
Strong

Topography'i

QOuachita River
runs through
the County.

Lowest point in
the state,
located on the
Ouachita River.
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Weather'l

High: 75° F

Low: 50° F

Avg. Rain: 53
inches

Avg. annual snow:
linch

High: 74° F

Low: 50° F

Avg. Rain: 50
inches

Locale

Urban: 1.5%
Rural: 98.5%

Urban: 2.0%
Rural: 98.0%

Government Structure

All counties have these elected
County positions: judge, sheriff,
assessor, circuit clerk, collector,
coroner, clerk, surveyor,
constable, and a 3- member
election commission.

All counties have these elected
County positions: judge, sheriff,
assessor, circuit clerk, collector,
coroner, clerk, surveyor,
constable, and a 3- member
election commission.
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2025 Community Assessment: FACT, Inc.
MODULE 2: Who does this CA belong to, and which community(ies) do they serve?
Characteristics of HS/EHS Families (PIR)

Characteristics of HS/EHS Families (PIR)

E Office of Head Start / Head Start Enterprise System

“The Office of Head Start (OHS) Program Information Report (PIR) provides comprehensive data on the
services, staff, children, and families served by Head Start and Early Head Start programs nationwide. All
grant recipients and delegates are required to submit a PIR for Head Start and Early Head Start
programs.”v

Head Start: During the 2023-24 program year, Head Start programs in the United States were funded to
serve more than 527,000 preschool-aged children; 533,868 were served that program year. In Arkansas,
Head Start programs served 5,236 preschool-aged children, of which 534 were served by Families and
Children Together, Inc. This report link illustrates select 2024 Head Start Program Information Report (PIR)
data, comparing FACT, Inc. data with data for programs in Arkansas and the United States.

Head Start Enroliment (2024 PIR)
Source: Office of Head Start Enterprise System

. FACT, Inc. FACT, Inc.
United States Arkansas 06CHO11166 06CH011267
ACF Funded Enrollment 527,510 5,595 363 151
Total Cumulative Enroliment 533,868 5,236 400 134
Cumulative Enrollment of Children 533,868 5,236 400 134

Table 4: Head Start Enroliment (2024 PIR)

Early Head Start: During the 2023-24 program year, Early Head Start programs in the United States were
funded to serve more than 186,000 infants, toddlers, and pregnant women; 232,842 were served that
program year. In Arkansas, Early Head Start programs served 4,673 infants and toddlers and 247 pregnant
women, of which 354 and 44 were served by Families and Children Together, Inc., respectively. This report
link illustrates select 2024 Early Head Start Program Information Report (PIR) data, comparing FACT, Inc.
data with data for programs in Arkansas and the United States.

Early Head Start Enroliment (2024 PIR)
Source: Office of Head Start Enterprise System

. FACT, Inc.
United States Arkansas 06CHO11166
ACF Funded Enrollment 184,156 3,472 255
Total Cumulative Enroliment 232,842 4,920 398
Cumulative Enrollment of Children 219,916 4,673 354
Cumulative Enrollment of Pregnant Women 12,926 247 44

Table 5: Early Head Start Enrollment (2024 PIR)

Note: All data was collected from the HSES Enterprise System; some discrepancies are noted between the PDF reports released and the Excel
Zip File Download. Data reflected in this section of the CA is collected from the 2024 Excel Zip File Download.
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https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/8e47b58x78daintxz8x5n/2024-EHS-PIR-FACT-INC.pdf?rlkey=ldmmpl2jkz7c59d710moahy45&dl=0
http://hses.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/pir/

2025 Community Assessment: FACT, Inc.
MODULE 3: What are the characteristics of the community(ies) served?
Population and Demographic Data

MODULE 3: WHAT ARE THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE COMMUNITY(IES) SERVED?
Population and Demographic Data
Current Population

Total Population
Based on the U.S. Census July 1, 2023, population estimates,  Total Population
there are approximately 334.9 million residents in the United ~ Source: July 1, 2023 Estimates

States, of which more than 3 million residents are in Arkansas ~ United States SELOLPESD
K i Arkansas 3,067,732

(Table 6). In the combined FACT, Inc. service area there are . 1houn e 4,641
more than 125,000 residents. Columbia County 22,150
Dallas County 6,185

Hempstead County 19,343

Lafayette County 6,095

Nevada County 8,120

Ouachita County 21,793

Union County 37,397

Table 6: Total Population (July 1, 2023 Estimates)

Race and Ethnicity

In the United States, 75.3 percent of the population identifies as White, 13.7 percent as Black, 6.4 percent
as Asian, and 3.1 percent as Multiracial (Figure 1). In Arkansas, 78.4 percent of the population identifies
as White, 15.6 percent as Black, 1.9 percent as Asian, and 2.5 percent as Multiracial. In the FACT, Inc.
service area, between 55.6 and 75 percent of the population is White, between 21.2 and 40 percent is
Black, and between 1.7 and 2.9 percent is Multiracial.

Note: As described in the
methodology, the July 1
population estimates
only use six race

Population by Race
Source: July 1, 2023 Estimates

United states T T A% S | categories, compared to
the decennial count,

arkansas - [ Y S s which' includes  seven
Calhoun County 75.0% ol race categories. July
. estimates do not report
Columbia county | Y 7 S S 0. | |, those who identify as
Dallas County an “Other” race, causing
the White and

Hempstead County | s O 25 Multiracial  population
Lafayette county Y G5 | countstobesignifcantly
different when

Nevada County | S G i compared to decennial
Ouachita Courty G OGRS | data. Caution should be
) used when comparing

Union County | 2 e S e s

sources.
B White M®Black ™ Asian AIAN ENHPI ® Multiracial

Figure 1: Population by Race (July 1, 2023 Estimates)
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2025 Community Assessment: FACT, Inc.
MODULE 3: What are the characteristics of the community(ies) served?
Population and Demographic Data

In the United States and Arkansas, 19.5 and 9.2 percent of the population,
respectively, is Hispanic/Latino. In the FACT, Inc. service area, between 2.7
and 15.6 percent of the population is Hispanic/Latino.

Population by Ethnicity
Source: July 1, 2023 Estimates

United States
Arkansas
Calhoun County
Columbia County
Dallas County
Hempstead County
Lafayette County
Nevada County Kep/4
Ouachita County
Union County

B Hispanic/Latino  ® Non-Hispanic/Latino

Figure 2: Population by Ethnicity (July 1, 2023 Estimates)
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2025 Community Assessment: FACT, Inc.
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Population and Demographic Data

Population Growth and Change

Population Change
From 2000 to 2010, the population in the United States and Arkansas increased by 9.7 and 9.1 percent,
respectively, and from 2010 to 2020 the population in the United States and Arkansas increased by 7.4
and 3.3 percent, respectively (Figure 3). In the FACT, Inc. service area, the population decreased between
4.1 and 11.9 percent from 2000 to 2010 and between 6.2 and 20.1 percent from 2010 to 2020.

United States
Arkansas

Calhoun County
Columbia County
Dallas County
Hempstead County
Lafayette County
Nevada County
Ouachita County

Union County

Population Change

Source: 2000-2020 Decennial Census

-6.5% I
|
-4.1%

-7.1%
-11.9% I
|
-4.1%

-11.3% —
-10.7% I
1
-9.6% I
-7.6%
-9.3% I
I
-8.7% I
-6.2% I

-11.7%

-20.1%

-17.5%

-13.3%

Figure 3: Population Change (2000-20)

. 9.7%
I 7.4%
I 9.1%
. 3.3%

m 2000-2010

W 2010-2020

The United States and Arkansas continued to see a population increase from 2020 to 2023 by 1 and 1.8
percent, respectively. The population in the FACT, Inc. service area decreased between 2 and 4 percent.

United States
Arkansas

Calhoun County
Columbia County
Dallas County
Hempstead County
Lafayette County
Nevada County
Ouachita County
Union County

Population Change
Source: July 1, 2020 - July 1, 2023 Estimates

I 10%
I 8%

-2.0% I

-2.6% I

-4.0% NN
-3.2% I

-3.1% I

-2.0% I

-3.6% I
-3.9% I

Figure 4: Population Change (2020-23)
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Both increasing and declining

populations can have
significant  effects on a
community.

A rapidly increasing population
can place pressure on the
current infrastructure and
increase  the need for
educational institutions, social
services, and housing while a
declining or aging population
can place considerable strain
on the economy and its
workforce.
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Natural Change and Migration

To measure the components of population change over the three-year period, data from the July 1, 2020,
to July 1, 2023, estimates are used. Currently, only these July estimates include details of the population
change with regard to natural increase (births minus deaths) and net migration (both domestic and
international migration).

Natural increase of a population is calculated by subtracting the number of deaths from the number of births in a specific time period.

Net migration is calculated by adding net domestic migration (in- and out-migration within the United States) and net international migration
(in- and out-migration from a country outside of the United States, including Puerto Rico).

In the United States the population increased by 3.3 million | \qre. Total Tl il LN
residents from 2020 to 2023 (by approximately 522,000 | estimates includes a residual, which represents a
flom 2020:21, by 1.22 millon from 202122, and by 164 | S8 1 PRt it e e
million from 2022-23). The primary driver of this change was |y not add up to 100 percent. '

net migration, which accounted for more than 2.5 million

individuals. In fact, net migration accounted for 74.2 percent of the population change in the United

States, while natural increase accounted for 25.8 percent of the population change.

In Arkansas, Columbia, Hempstead, and Union Counties, the population change from 2020 to 2023 was
also driven predominantly by net migration; the state overall experienced positive net migration from
2020 to 2023, while all counties except Calhoun experienced negative net migration. Of the remaining
countiesin the FACT Inc. service area, the population decreased by both natural change and net migration,
except Calhoun County, where there was a small positive natural change.

Population Change: Natural Change vs. Net Migration
Source: July 1, 2020 —July 1, 2023 Estimates

Total Population Change Natural Change Net Migration
United States 3,387,962 873,698 2,514,264
Arkansas 53,384 -10,224 63,410
Calhoun County -95 -119 29
Columbia County -594 -189 -395
Dallas County -259 -188 -68
Hempstead County -646 -92 -552
Lafayette County -198 -156 -38
Nevada County -164 -149 -13
Ouachita County -822 -464 -363
Union County -1,534 -457 -1,089

Table 7: Population Change: Natural Change vs. Net Migration (2020-23)

Rates of Change 2023

In addition to providing population estimates, the U.S. Census publishes rates of natural change, net
migration, domestic migration, and international migration. Knowing the rate of each of these
components makes it clear how quickly something is changing over time. Each rate of change described
in the following paragraphs refers to a rate of change per 1,000 individuals.
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Population and Demographic Data

In 2023 the population in the
United States increased by
approximately 1.64  million
individuals, a rate of natural
change of 1.51 (per 1,000), while
the rate of net migration was
3.41.

Arkansas experienced a
population increase due to net
migration at a rate of 7.26. In the
FACT Inc. service area, only two
counties experienced positive
net migration in 2023, Dallas and
Lafayette Counties, with net
migration rates of 8.56 and 5.07,
respectively.

Finally, understanding whether
net migration was due to
domestic migration (from a state
or county in the United States)
or international migration (from
a country outside of the United
States, including Puerto Rico)
provides additional clues to the
way a community is changing.

Dallas and Lafayette Counties
experienced positive migration
in 2023. In Dallas County it was
driven predominantly by
domestic in-migration, at a rate
of 8.72, and for Lafayette
County, by international in-
migration at a rate of 4.58. All
other counties in the FACT Inc.
service area experienced
negative migration,
predominantly due to domestic
out-migration.

Rates of Natural Change and Net Migration (per 1,000)
Source: July 1, 2023 Estimates

United States
Arkansas

Calhoun County
Columbia County
Dallas County
Hempstead County
Lafayette County
Nevada County
Ouachita County

Union County

-0.30 |

-7.93 I
-1.72 1

-1.89 N

-4.23 N

-10.18

-3.45 I
-3.81 N

-10.47

-5.64 N
-1.47 H

-5.62 I
-3.61 am

-2.95 N

-8.11 .
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s 341
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Figure 5: Rates of Natural Change and Net Migration (July 1 2023 Estimates)

Rates of Domestic and International Migration (Per 1,000)

United States
Arkansas

Calhoun County
Columbia County
Dallas County
Hempstead County
Lafayette County
Nevada County
QOuachita County

Union County

Source: July 1, 202

3 Estimates

0.00

. 341
I 5.92
134

-1.72

0.00

-5.13 I

-0.16

-4.69 I

B 0.90
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M International
B 088

I 0.49
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-1.23

-0.25
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0.00

-9.52 I
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Figure 6: Rates of Domestic and International Migration (July 1, 2023 Estimates)

www.insightsbymyo.com



http://www.insightsbymyo.com/
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MODULE 3: What are the characteristics of the community(ies) served?

Population and Demographic Data

Population Change by Race/Ethnicity

Although the overall population
increased by 1 percent in the
United States from 2020 to 2023,
there are significant differences
in the percentage increases for
different races and ethnicities.

For example, in the United States
from 2020 to 2023, the White
population only increased by 0.2

percent, and the Black
population increased by 1.9
percent. The Asian and
Multiracial (two or more)

populations increased by 5.8 and
7.7 percent, respectively.

In each of the FACT, Inc. service
area counties the White and
Black populations decreased
from 2020 to 2023.

In the United States and
Arkansas, the Hispanic/Latino
population increased by 4.8 and
9.9 percent, respectively, from
2020 to 2023, and the non-
Hispanic/Latino population by
0.1 and 1 percent,
correspondingly (Figure 8).

In the FACT, Inc. service area, the
Hispanic/Latino population
increased between 2.3 and 50.3
percent, while the
Hispanic/Latino population
decreased between 2.1 and 4.9
percent.

non-

Population Change by Race
Source: July 1, 2020 - July 1, 2023 Estimates
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Figure 7: Population Change by Race (2020-23)

Population Change by Ethnicity
Source: July 1, 2020 - July 1, 2023 Estimates
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Figure 8: Population Change by Ethnicity (2020-23)
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Population and Demographic Data

Language

Language Spoken at Home

In the United States and Arkansas 13.4 and 6 percent of residents, respectively, speak Spanish as their
primary language at home. In the FACT, Inc. service area, between 0.9 and 10.5 percent speak Spanish as
their primary language at home.

Language Spoken at Home
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

Only English Spanish Asian & Pacific Other Indo-  Other Languages
Languages  European Languages

United States 78.0% 13.4% 3.5% 3.8% 1.2%
Arkansas 91.9% 6.0% 1.2% 0.8% 0.2%
Calhoun County 91.6% 7.3% 0.4% 0.7% 0.0%
Columbia County 96.3% 2.7% 0.3% 0.4% 0.3%
Dallas County 98.6% 1.4% 0.1% 0.0% 0.0%
Hempstead County 89.0% 10.5% 0.4% 0.1% 0.0%
Lafayette County 97.9% 1.0% 1.2% 0.0% 0.0%
Nevada County 97.7% 2.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.0%
Ouachita County 98.9% 0.9% 0.1% 0.0% 0.0%
Union County 95.8% 3.4% 0.6% 0.2% 0.0%

Table 8: Language Spoken at Home (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)

“Increased linguistic diversity contributes to the United States’ global competitiveness and our ability to integrate culturally and
economically. Speaking a parent’s native language other than English at home can have a positive effect on children’s English literacy
development, and bilingual language skills can positively affect children’s educational achievement. The Census Bureau’s report, however,
highlights a sobering statistic: millions of residents of the United States are not proficient in the English language. A linguistically isolated
household is one where no one in the home above the age of 14 speaks English only or speaks a second language and speaks English well.”

National Center for Children in Poverty, https://www.nccp.org/

www.insightsbymyo.com
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MODULE 3: What are the characteristics of the community(ies) served?

Population and Demographic Data

Religion

The U.S. Religion Census is a decadal census conducted by the Association of Statisticians of American
Religious Bodies, and “includes many non-Christian groups as well as special counts for religious traditions
that do not have central data collection points, such as non-denominational churches or Muslim and
Jewish communities.”" According to the U.S. Religion Census, 48.6 percent of the population in the United

States is an adherent of a religious group, in Arkansas, it is 57.8 percent of the population. In the FACT,
Inc. service area, the percentage of adherents ranges from 55 percent in Lafayette County to 108.1

percent in Ouachita County.

Religious Adherents as Percentage of Population (2020)
Source: U.S. Religion Census

Percentage
United States 48.6%
Arkansas 57.8%
Calhoun County 91.2%
Columbia County 82.7%
Dallas County 67.1%
Hempstead County 63.2%
Lafayette County 55.0%
Nevada County 63.1%
Ouachita County 108.1%
Union County 82.3%

Table 9: Religious Adherents as Percentage of Population (2020)

Note: Per the U.S. Religion Census: “in some counties,
adherent totals exceed the population as counted by the U.S.
Census. Possible explanations include U.S. Census
undercount, congregational adherents overcount, and
individual’s county of residence differing from county of
congregational adherence.”

The Association of Religion Data Archives, https://thearda.com/us-

religion/sources-for-religious-congregations-membership-data

Of the total adherents in the United States, the top congregation in the United States is the Catholic
Church (38.4 percent), and the top congregation in Arkansas is the Southern Baptist Convention (34.9
percent). In the FACT, Inc. service area, the Southern Baptist Convention is the top congregation in all of
the counties except Nevada County, where the National Missionary Baptist Convention, Inc. is the top

Congregation.

The table below contains the top five congregations for the United States, Arkansas, and the FACT, Inc.,

service area.

Adherents by Congregation Type (2020)
Source: U.S. Religion Census
Congregation

Percentage of Total Adherents

United States Catholic Church 38.4%
Non-denominational Christian Churches 13.1%
Southern Baptist Convention 10.9%
United Methodist Church 5.0%
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 4.2%
Arkansas Southern Baptist Convention 34.9%
Non-denominational Christian Churches 14.3%
Catholic Church 8.8%
United Methodist Church 7.7%
National Missionary Baptist Convention, Inc. 6.3%
Calhoun County Southern Baptist Convention 32.2%
National Missionary Baptist Convention, Inc. 18.5%

www.insightsbymyo.com
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Adherents by Congregation Type (2020)

Source: U.S. Religion Census
Congregation
Non-denominational Christian Churches
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
American Baptist Association

Columbia County Southern Baptist Convention
Non-denominational Christian Churches
National Missionary Baptist Convention, Inc.
United Methodist Church
Christian Methodist Episcopal Church

Dallas County Southern Baptist Convention
National Missionary Baptist Convention, Inc.
Non-denominational Christian Churches
United Methodist Church
African Methodist Episcopal Church

Hempstead County Southern Baptist Convention
National Missionary Baptist Convention, Inc.
Christian Methodist Episcopal Church
United Methodist Church
Churches of Christ

Lafayette County Southern Baptist Convention
National Missionary Baptist Convention, Inc.
United Methodist Church
Churches of Christ
Non-denominational Christian Churches

Nevada County National Missionary Baptist Convention, Inc.
African Methodist Episcopal Church
Southern Baptist Convention
Churches of Christ
United Methodist Church

Ouachita County Southern Baptist Convention
Non-denominational Christian Churches
African Methodist Episcopal Church
Church of God in Christ
United Methodist Church

Union County Southern Baptist Convention
National Missionary Baptist Convention, Inc.
Non-denominational Christian Churches
National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc.
United Methodist Church

Table 10: Adherents by Congregation Type (2020)
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Household Member Characteristics

Sex and Age

Census data indicate that 49.5 percent of the United States population is male, and 50.5 percent is female;
this is not significantly different for the state of Arkansas and most counties in the FACT, Inc. service area
(Table 11). The youngest residents, those below age 5, make up 5.7 and 6 percent of the population in the
United States and Arkansas, respectively. In the FACT, Inc. service area, between 3.6 and 6.5 percent of
the population is under the age of 5. The median age in the United States and Arkansas is 38.7 and 38.4
years, correspondingly. In the FACT, Inc. service area, the median age is higher for all counties except
Columbia County, where the median age is 34.5 years.

Population by Sex and Age
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

Male Female Under Age 5 Median Age
United States 49.5% 50.5% 5.7% 38.7
Arkansas 49.3% 50.7% 6.0% 38.4
Calhoun County 51.1% 48.9% 3.6% 44.8
Columbia County 48.1% 51.9% 6.2% 34.5
Dallas County 50.2% 49.8% 5.0% 44.5
Hempstead County 47.8% 52.2% 6.5% 41.1
Lafayette County 51.5% 48.5% 3.6% 48.5
Nevada County 48.9% 51.1% 5.9% 44.2
Ouachita County 48.2% 51.8% 5.5% 44.0
Union County 48.8% 51.2% 6.0% 41.5

Table 11: Population by Sex and Age (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)

Households with Children Under Age 18

In the United States nearly 34 million households have children under the age of 18, 26.6 percent of total
households (Table 12). In Arkansas there are 321,751 households with children under the age of 18, of
which 10,817 children are in the FACT Inc. service area.

Households with Children <18
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

Total Households Households with Children Percentage of Households

<18 Years with Children <18 Years

United States 127,482,865 33,959,007 26.6%
Arkansas 1,189,160 321,751 27.1%
Calhoun County 1,584 412 26.0%
Columbia County 8,361 1,811 21.7%
Dallas County 2,425 538 22.2%
Hempstead County 7,454 1,712 23.0%
Lafayette County 2,564 422 16.5%
Nevada County 3,402 858 25.2%
Ouachita County 8,590 1,866 21.7%
Union County 15,125 3,198 21.1%

Table 12: Total Households (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)
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Of the households in Arkansas, 17.8 percent are married-couple families with children under the age of
18, cohabitating couples make up 2.2 percent of total households, 5.7 percent are single female
householders, and 1.4 percent are single male householders (Figure 9). Of the single female householders
with children under the age of 18 in the FACT, Inc. service area, Nevada County has the highest
percentage, at 10.6 percent, followed by Ouachita County at 8.8 percent, and Dallas County at 8.1 percent.

Households with Children<18
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

United States s 2.3%

Arkansas : 5.7%
Calhoun County 5.0.4% 3.2%

Columbia County ==_0.8%
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5 0.3% '
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- ] i
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Figure 9: Households with Children <Age 18 (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)
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Grandparents and Grandchildren

“An increasing number of children in the United States live in households headed by a grandparent. This trend is due to increasing numbers
of single parent families, the high rate of divorce, teenage pregnancies, incarceration of parents, substance abuse by parents, iliness, disability
or death of parents, parental abuse, or neglect. In many of these homes, neither of the child's biological parents is present. In most cases,
children taken care of by grandparents move in with them as infants or preschoolers and remain with them for five years or more. These
grandparents are a diverse group ranging in age from their 30s to their 70s. Many grandparents are ready to simplify their lives and slow
down. Giving that up and taking over the responsibilities of being a primary caregiver again can stir up many feelings including grief, anger,
loss, resentment and possibly guilt. The transition can be very stressful and the emotional and financial burdens can be significant. Culture
shock at having to deal with children and adolescents of a different generation can be great. Grandparent-headed households have a
significantly higher poverty rate than other kinds of family units.”

American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, https://www.aacap.org/

In Arkansas, more than 64,000 grandchildren under the age of 18 live with a grandparent householder,
9.1 percent of children under age 18, of which nearly 39,000 live with a grandparent who is responsible
for them (Table 13). More than half of grandchildren who live with a grandparent householder or 51.8
percent, do not have a parent present in the home.

In the FACT Inc. service area, 1,351 children under age 18 live with a grandparent householder, between
7.8 and 32.2 percent of children under age 18. in the FACT Inc. service area, of the grandchildren living
with a grandparent responsible for them, between 20.8 and 100 percent do not have a parent present in
the home.

Grandchildren <18 Living with a Grandparent Householder
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

Grandchildren <18 Percentage of Children Grandparent Parent Percentage
Living with a <18 Living witha  Responsible not of Parents
Grandparent  Grandparent Householder Present not Present

Householder
United States 5,827,453 7.9% 2,575,437 997,902 38.7%
Arkansas 64,426 9.1% 38,738 20,076 51.8%
Calhoun County 163 18.9% 161 146 90.7%
Columbia County 1,108 23.0% 891 185 20.8%
Dallas County 219 19.5% 85 85 100.0%
Hempstead County 894 17.7% 492 294 59.8%
Lafayette County 366 32.2% 224 96 42.9%
Nevada County 474 25.7% 132 87 65.9%
Ouachita County 683 13.7% 529 269 50.9%
Union County 720 7.8% 493 189 38.3%

Table 13: Grandparents Living with and Responsible for Own Grandchildren (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)

Of the more than 64,000 grandchildren under age 18 living with a grandparent householder in Arkansas,
36.3 percent are children under the age of 6. In the FACT service area, between 13.2 and 46.8 percent of
grandchildren under age 18 living with a grandparent are under the age of 6.
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United States
Arkansas

Calhoun County
Columbia County
Dallas County
Hempstead County
Lafayette County
Nevada County
QOuachita County

Union County

Grandchildren Living with a Grandparent Householder
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

39.9%
36.3%
16.6%
33.8%
13.2%
41.5%
19.4%
46.8%

17.3%

31.1%

Figure 10: Grandchildren Living with Grandparent Householder (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)
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Socioeconomic Status
Education

Educational Attainment (Adults)
In the United States and Arkansas, 89.4 and 88.6  Educational Attainment of Adults Age 25+
percent of the adult population over age 25, °0Urce:2023ACS 5-VearEstimates

ivel . .. high hool High School Bachelor's
respectively, is, at minimum, a high schoo Degree+ Degree+
graduate (Table 14). In the FACT Inc. service area,  united States 89.4% 35.0%
between 81.6 and 90.1 percent of the adult Arkansas 88.6% 25.1%
population over 25 is at minimum, a high school  Calhoun County 86.7% 18.1%
raduate. The percentages of the adult population Columbia County 88.5% 20.4%
g. ) P g ; } pop Dallas County 89.0% 11.1%
with a bachelor’s degree in the United States and  Hempstead County 83.4% 14.6%
Arkansas are 35 and 25.1 percent, respectively; in  Lafayette County 81.6% 9.2%
the FACT Inc. service area, between 9.2 and 20.4  Nevada County 90.1% 11.7%
H 0, 0,
percent of the adult population has a bachelor's ~ ©uachita County 88.9% 15.1%
Union County 88.0% 18.9%

degree.

Table 14: Educational Attainment (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)

In the United States, Arkansas, and the FACT Inc. service area, the proportion of women with a bachelor’s
degree is slightly greater than the proportion of men with a bachelor’s degree (Figure 11).

Population with a Bachelor's Degree or Higher
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

) 35.0%
United States I 33.9%

Arkansas I 23.6%
Calhoun County I 10.9%
Columbia County I 20.1%
11.1% ' B Total

Dallas County I 9.1% .
|
13.0% H Males

- ]
Hempstead County IS 12.2%
16.8% M Females
Lafayette County IS 7.4%
Nevada County HEEEEESSS———— 7.3%

Ouachita County IE— 13.4%

Union County 18.3%

Figure 11: Population with a Bachelor’s Degree or Higher (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)
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Educational Attainment of Mothers

Based on a Stuij conducted EJSIn'g data from “Mother’s Education Significant to Children’s Academic Success
the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study- | Amother knows best—and the amount of education she attains can

Kindergarten COhOFt, a parent’s education predict her children’s sut.:cess in rea.ding and n'fath. In fact, tha_t suc.cess is
greater if she had her child later in life, according to a new University of

(especially the mother’s) has a notable impact Michigan study. Sandra Tang, a U-M psychology research fellow and the

on the child’s future academic success. Vi study’s lead author, said children of mothers 19 and older usually enter

. . . kindergarten with higher levels of achievement. These students continue
Accordmg to 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates, in the to excel in math and reading at higher levels through eighth grade than

United States and Arkansas, 14.7 and 9.2 | children of mothers 18 and younger.”

percent of women who had a birth in the past University of Michigan,
R https://news.umich.edu/mothers-education-significant-to-children-s-academic-success/

12 months, respectively, have a graduate or

professional degree.

In Columbia, Dallas, Ouachita and Union Counties, 13, 4.9, 1.2, and 11.3 percent of women who had a
birth in the past 12 months have a graduate or professional degree, respectively. (There was no data for
Calhoun, Hempstead, Lafayette, and Nevada Counties).

Arkansas Department of Education

“Local educational agency or LEA means a public board of education or other public authority legally constituted within a State for either
administrative control or direction of, or to perform a service function for, public elementary or secondary schools in a city, county, township,
school district, or other political subdivision of a State, or for a combination of school districts or counties as are recognized in a State as an
administrative agency for its public elementary schools or secondary schools.”

Code of Federal Regulations, 303.23 Local Education Agency. https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/section-303.23

Student Membership by Race/Ethnicity

According to data retrieved from the ADE (Arkansas Department of Education) Data Center, there were
more than 474,000 students enrolled in Arkansas schools during the 2024-25 school year. Of the students
enrolled, 57.1 percent are White, 19 percent are Black, 4.9 percent are multiracial, and 15.4 percent are
Hispanic/Latino. Table 15 and Figure 12 provide information on the number of students enrolled by
race/ethnicity in Arkansas and the FACT Inc. service area.

Student Membership by Race/Ethnicity (2024-25)
Source: Arkansas Department of Education

s <
(%] (%]
o < T o
s = 3 & Z z = 8 £
B < o 3 < I E 2%
[ = o < < Z S TS
Arkansas 474,337 270,979 90,258 9,009 2,727 5,083 23,459 72,822
Calhoun County 460 324 104 0 0 0 8 24
Columbia County 3,666 1,815 1,460 33 6 0 152 200
Dallas County 635 236 352 2 0 0 22 23
Hempstead County 3,040 1,158 970 12 4 2 119 775
Lafayette County 453 101 311 0 0 0 22 19
Nevada County 1,290 721 449 5 21 0 29 65
Ouachita County 3,152 1,325 1,546 16 10 3 147 105
Union County 6,722 3,266 2,579 49 22 5 294 507

Table 15: Student Membership by Race/Ethnicity (2024-25)
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Student Membership by Race/Ethnicity (2024-25)
Source: Arkansas Department of Education

Arkansas 57.1% % 15.4%
Calhoun County 70.4% 5.2%
B White
Columbia County 49.5% 4 5.5% = Black
Dallas County 37.2% 3.5515y ® Asian
Hempstead County 38.1% : 25.5% AIAN
Lafayette County 22.3% 4.2% B NHPI
Nevada county - [ ey "

Union County 48.6% I

Figure 12: Student Membership by Race/Ethnicity (2024-25)

Graduation Rates
According to the ADE Data Center, at the end of the  Graduates (2023-24)
2023-24 school year, more than 32,000 students Source:Arkansas Department of Education

graduated from Arkansas high schools. In the FACT Inc. ~ Arkansas 20
. . Calhoun County 42
service area, 1,441 students graduated from high T T 252
school at the end of the 2023-24 school year. Dallas County 57
Hempstead County 238

Lafayette County 30

Nevada County 95

Ouachita County 249

Union County 478

Table 16: Graduates (2023-24)
Dropout Rates
According to the ADE Data Center, during the 2023-24  school Withdrawals and Dropouts (2023-24)
school year, more than 34,000 students withdrew or  Source: Arkansas Department of Education

dropped out of school in Arkansas. In the FACT Inc. Arkansas =220
K i Calhoun County 40
service area, 1,060 students withdrew or dropped out ., .. BT 91
of school. Dallas County 44
Hempstead County 197

Lafayette County 37

Nevada County 108

Ouachita County 242

Union County 301

Table 17: School Withdrawals and Dropouts (2023-24)
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Financial Assets and Income

Median Household Income

Arkansas’ median household income of $58,773 is much lower than that of the United States, which is
$78,538 (Table 18). The median household income in the FACT Inc. service area is even lower, except in
Calhoun County, where the median household income is $63,654. The per capita income in the United
States is more than $43,000, while the per capita income in Arkansas is lower, $33,147; the per capita
incomes in the FACT Inc. service area are also lower than the U.S., and all except Union County are lower
than the state’s per capita income, ranging from $22,393 to $30,968.

Household, Family, and Per Capita Income
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

Median Household Mean Household Median Family Mean Family Per Capita

Income Income Income Income Income

United States $78,538 $110,491 $96,922 $130,215 $43,289
Arkansas $58,773 $82,554 $74,536 $99,268 $33,147
Calhoun County $63,654 $73,162 $72,955 $83,146 $26,261
Columbia County $47,363 $66,389 $64,147 $82,268 $25,947
Dallas County $44,694 $60,225 $70,625 $78,707 $27,474
Hempstead County $47,654 $66,635 $64,925 $85,084 $26,620
Lafayette County $37,237 $51,942 $59,776 $65,852 $22,393
Nevada County $41,761 $52,418 $49,454 $57,895 $23,002
Ouachita County $49,838 $63,323 $63,918 $77,079 $26,339
Union County $50,221 $74,494 $66,953 $89,231 $30,968

Table 18: Household Income (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)

Median and mean household incomes are included to ensure that comparisons are not misleading. Using
the mean household income alone, for example, will ignore extreme values if the data is not symmetrically
distributed. It is a fact that more people earn low salaries than high ones because a fairly large proportion
of the population works part-time, so the data will not be symmetrically distributed. Therefore, the mean
is not the best “average” to use in this case when comparing income across the state.

For more information and to see a list of U.S. states by median household income visit the following:
https://worldpopulationreview.com/state-rankings/median-household-income-by-state.

The mean is the average (when one adds all of the values and then divides by the number of values).

The median is the middle value in a list of numbers (found after the list of numbers is sorted in order).

“Per capita income is a measure of the amount of money earned per person in a nation or geographic region. Per capita income can be used
to determine the average per-person income for an area and to evaluate the standard of living and quality of life of the population. Per capita
income for a nation is calculated by dividing the country's national income by its population.”

Investopedia, https://www.investopedia.com
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Average Salary: Private Occupational Sector

Rationale for Using Average Salary by Private Sector: The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics offers average
salary data on the following sectors: private, the federal government, state government, local
government, combined government, and total of all ownership. It is difficult to do a real “apples-to-
apples” comparison of public and private sector compensation because public sector job descriptions and
duties may be very different from those in the private sector, and vice versa, so often there are no
comparable positions within the other sectors.

The analyses of average wages and benefits in public and private sectors reveal that state and local
government workers earn more than private-sector workers because state and local government workers
are better educated and have more work experience, on average, than do private-sector workers. i
Workers with lower skills and education levels in state and local government jobs earn less than their
private-sector counterparts. The public sector jobs, in most cases, offer better job security and certainty
of pension benefits, notably absent in the private sector.

The following data tables and analysis of average weekly wages focus on private industries. According to
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, the average weekly salary in the private sector in the United States is
$1,384, compared with $1,059 in Arkansas (Table 19). The greatest disparity in wages is seen for the
Information sector, where Arkansans earn 49.2 percent less, on average, than the weekly national wage
(Figure 13). The Information sector comprises establishments engaged in the following processes: (a)
producing and distributing information and cultural products, (b) providing the means to transmit or
distribute these products as well as data or communications, and (c) processing data.

Average Weekly Wages: Private Occupational Sector (2024, Q2)
Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS)

Average Weekly Wage Average Weekly Wage Wage Disparity
in United States In Arkansas

10 Total, All Industries $1,384 $1,059 -$325
101 Goods-Producing $1,517 $1,152 -$365
1011 Natural Resources and Mining $1,305 $1,047 -$258
1012 Construction $1,486 $1,203 -$283
1013 Manufacturing $1,569 $1,140 -$429
102 Service-Providing $1,357 $1,032 -$325
1021 Trade, Transportation, and Utilities $1,165 $1,009 -$156
1022 Information $3,156 $1,604 -$1,552
1023 Financial Activities $2,058 $1,356 -$702
1024 Professional and Business Services $1,891 $1,402 -$489
1025 Education and Health Services $1,212 $1,050 -$162
1026 Leisure and Hospitality $616 $449 -$167
1027 Other Services $990 $876 -$114

Table 19: Average Weekly Wages: Private Occupational Sector (2024, Q2)
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Total, all industries
Goods-producing

Natural resources and mining
Construction

Manufacturing

Service-providing

Trade, transportation, and utilities
Information

Financial activities

Professional and business services
Education and health services
Leisure and hospitality

Other services

Figure 13: Average Weekly Wages:

Average Weekly Wage Disparity:
Statevs.the United States (2024, Q2)
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS)
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Table 20 provides the average weekly wages by all private occupational sectors in the United States, Arkansas, and the FACT Inc. service area.

Average Weekly Wages: Private Occupational Sector (2024, Q2)
Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS)

Total, all industries

Goods-producing
Natural resources and
mining

Construction

Manufacturing

Service-providing

Trade, transportation,
and utilities

Information

Financial activities

Professional and
business services
Education and health
services

Leisure and
hospitality

Other services

United
States

$1,384
$1,517
$1,305
$1,486
$1,569
$1,357
$1,165
$3,156
$2,058
$1,891
$1,212

$616

$990

Arkansas

$1,059
$1,152
$1,047
$1,203
$1,140
$1,032
$1,009
$1,604
$1,356
$1,402
$1,050

$449

$876

Calhoun
County

$1,380
$1,428
$895
$985
$1,454
$1,042
$883
Not reported
$1,033
$1,928
$951
$315

Not reported

Columbia Dallas
County County
$918 $836
$1,315 $1,021
$1,425 $828
$941 $995
$1,320 $1,053
$674 $761
$717 $690
$1,017 $564
$1,103 $1,269
$587 $500
$767 $851
$352 $319
$584 $674

Table 20: Average Weekly Wages: Private Occupational Sector (2024, Q2)
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Hempstead
County

$820
$1,002
$1,088
$929
$999
$693
S779
$1,037
$1,089
5812
5666
$360

5786

Lafayette
County

$739
$800
$697
$964
$739
$716
§725
Not reported
$909
$744
§732
$420

Not reported

Nevada
County

$951
$1,342
$1,375

S0

S0

$715

S778

Not reported
Not reported
$734

$752

$288

$544

Ouachita
County

$916
$1,148
$1,089
$1,016
$1,186
$826
$731
$1,012
$884
$930
$1,085
$339

$897

Union
County

$1,143
$1,423
$1,033
$1,278
$1,545
$1,011

$934
$1,050
$1,067
$1,777

$853

$371

$714
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Asset Poverty and Liquid Asset Poverty
According to data retrieved from the Prosperity Now Scorecard, in the United States and Arkansas, 19 and 24 percent of households, respectively,
live in asset poverty, which means that without income these households would not be able to survive at the poverty level for three months. In
the FACT Inc. service area, between 21 and 31 percent of households live in asset poverty.

A household that lives in liquid asset poverty means they do not have enough liquid assets (those that can be converted to cash in a short amount
of time) to survive at the poverty level for three months if their income is interrupted. The liquid asset poverty rate for households in the United
States and Arkansas is 27 and 37 percent, respectively. In the FACT Inc. service area, the liquid asset poverty rate is between 31 and 45 percent.

Financial Assets and Income (2021)
Source: Prosperity Now Scorecard

United Arkansas Calhoun Columbia Dallas Hempstead Lafayette Nevada Ouachita Union
States County County County County County County County County
Asset Poverty Rate 19% 24% 23% 30% 24% 23% 21% 23% 31% 28%
Percentage of households without sufficient net worth to subsist at the poverty level for three months in the absence of income.
Liquid Asset Poverty Rate 27% 37% 31% 38% 43% 39% 45% 43% 39% 34%

Percentage of households without sufficient liquid assets to subsist at the poverty level for three months in the absence of income.
Asset and Liquid Asset Poverty Rate (2021)

What is the Scorecard?

“The Prosperity Now Scorecard is a comprehensive resource featuring data on family financial health and policy recommendations to help put all U.S. households on a path to prosperity. The
Scorecard equips advocates, policymakers and practitioners with national, state and local data to jump-start a conversation about solutions and policies that put households on stronger financial
footing across five issue areas: Financial Assets & Income; Businesses & Jobs; Homeownership & Housing; Health Care; and Education.

The Scorecard assesses all states on their relative ability to provide opportunities for residents to build and retain financial stability and wealth. The state outcome rankings are a measure of financial
prosperity and how that prosperity is shared and safeguarded. The Scorecard also ranks the states on racial disparities—the gaps in 26 outcome measures between White residents and residents
of color—and factors this into a state’s overall performance. Prosperity Now is increasing its focus on racial economic inequality because, as the data illustrates, structural inequality in the United
States means that race and ethnicity have an outsized impact on economic well-being. Black, Latino, Native American, Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander people fare worse across
all Scorecard outcomes and issues.

The Scorecard also separately assesses states on the strength of 29 policies to expand economic opportunity. Taken together, these 29 policies provide a comprehensive view of what states can do
to help residents build and protect wealth in the issue areas described above. Unlike the outcome measures, the strengths of states' policies are assessed on fixed criteria arrived at through
consultation with issue experts and Prosperity Now’s own knowledge of policies that are promising, proven or effective in helping families build and protect financial stability and wealth.

The Scorecard also offers information at the local level—city, county, congressional district, tribal area and metro areas—on up to 33 measures.”

Prosperity Now Scorecard, https://scorecard.prosperitynow.org/
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Unbanked and Underbanked

Based on data reported by the Prosperity Now Scorecard, in the United States and Arkansas, 5 and 3 percent of households, respectively, are
unbanked, which indicates that no one in the household has a checking or savings account. In the FACT Inc. service area between 6 and 10 percent
of households are unbanked.

Households that are considered underbanked have access to a checking and/or saving account; however, in the past 12 months they have made
use of “non-bank money orders, non-bank check-cashing services, non-bank remittances, payday loans, rent-to-own services, pawn shops or
refund anticipation loans (RALs).”* The underbanked rate for households in the United States and Arkansas is 14 and 16 percent, correspondingly.
In the FACT Inc. service area, between 14 and 18 percent of households are underbanked.

Unbanked and Underbanked Households (2021)
Source: Prosperity Now Scorecard

United Arkansas Calhoun Columbia Dallas Hempstead Lafayette Nevada Ouachita Union
States County County County County County County County County
Unbanked 5% 3% 6% 9% 10% 9% 10% 10% 10% 8%
Percentage of households with neither a checking nor savings account.
Underbanked 14% 16% 14% 17% 16% 17% 16% 16% 18% 16%

Percentage of households that have a checking and/or a savings account and have used non-bank money orders, non-bank check-cashing services, non-bank remittances, payday loans, rent-to-own
services, pawn shops or refund anticipation loans (RALs) in the past 12 months.*
Table 21: Unbanked and Underbanked Households (2021)
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ALICE: Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed Households
“ALICE, an acronym for Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed, is a new way of defining and understanding the struggles of

households that earn above the federal poverty level, but not enough to afford a bare-bones household budget.

“For far too many families, the cost of living outpaces what they earn. These households struggle to manage even their most basic needs -
housing, food, transportation, child care, health care, and necessary technology. When funds run short, cash-strapped households are forced
to make impossible choices, such as deciding between quality child care or paying the rent, filling a prescription, or fixing the car. These short-

term decisions have long-term consequences not only for ALICE families, but for all of us.”
United for ALICE, https://www.unitedforalice.org/

United for ALICE is an organization that studies the financial hardships of households and families on a
national level and has partnerships with select states to conduct similar research and work on a state and
local level. ALICE is an acronym that stands for: Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed. Based on
the 2024 National Overview report, using 2022 data, 42 percent of households in the United States were
below the ALICE threshold, of which 13 percent were living under the federal poverty guidelines, and 29
percent of households were ALICE (Table 22).

In Arkansas, 47 percent of households were below the ALICE threshold, of which 16 percent were living
under the federal poverty guidelines, and 31 percent of households were ALICE. “These households
earned above the FPL, but not enough to afford basic household necessities.”* In the FACT Inc. service
area, between 51 and 63 percent lived below the ALICE threshold, of which 14 to 26 percent were living
under the federal poverty guidelines, and 32 to 42 percent were ALICE.

ALICE Households (2022)
Source: United for ALICE

Below ALICE Poverty ALICE
United States 42% 13% 29%
Arkansas 47% 16% 31%
Calhoun County 53% 14% 39%
Columbia County 57% 21% 37%
Dallas County 58% 15% 42%
Hempstead County 57% 23% 34%
Lafayette County 56% 22% 34%
Nevada County 63% 26% 36%
Ouachita County 52% 19% 33%
Union County 51% 19% 32%

Table 22: ALICE Households (2022)

Family Budget Calculator
The Economic Policy Institute (EPI) is a nonprofit organization that L ;

- - . The required income for a single-
examines the needs of middle- and low-income workers through | arent family with two children in the

policy research, data analysis, and the proposal of public economic FACT, Inc. service area ranges from
policies. Specifically, they have developed the Family Budget | $72KtoS$77K.Thisis2.7 to2.9 times

N . . R the federal poverty level for a family
Calculator, which “measures the income a family needs in order to of three, which is $26,650.

attain a modest yet adequate standard of living.”* The Family
Budget Calculator examines costs for 10 different family types and needs, including housing, food, child
care, transportation, health care, other necessities, and taxes. Per EPI, in comparison to the Federal
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Poverty level, “EPI’s family budgets provide a more accurate and complete measure of economic security

in America.” i

The tables below provide information on required annual expenses, hourly and poverty wages for the
FACT Inc. service area for two types of families: one parent with two children, and two parents with two
children. The 2025 Federal Poverty Level for a family of three is $26,650, and for a family of four it is

$32,150.

Family Budget Calculator (January 2025, Data are in 2024 Dollars)
Source: Economic Policy Institute

Calhoun County Columbia County

1P 2C 2P 2C 1P 2C 2P 2C
Hourly Wage $37.33 $41.89 $35.00 $39.85
Required
Poverty Wage $12.41 $15.00 $12.41 $15.00
Annual Expenses
Housing $10,980 $10,980 $9,768 $9,768
Food $8,040 $10,760 $8,211 $10,988
Transportation $20,166 $20,382 $18,084 $18,454
Health Care $11,760 $17,283 $11,760 $17,283
Other Necessities $6,400 $7,314 $6,049 $6,983
Child Care $10,609 $10,609 $10,527 $10,527
Taxes $9,694 $9,798 $8,402 $8,890

Required Annual $77,648 $87,127 $72,801 $82,893
Income
Note: 1P2C: 1 parent,2 children, 2P2C: 2 parents, 2 children

Table 23: Family Budget Calculator (2025)

Family Budget Calculator (January 2025, Data are in 2024 Dollars)
Source: Economic Policy Institute

Lafayette County Nevada County
1P 2C 2P 2C 1P 2C 2P 2C

Hourly Wage $35.69 $40.52 $35.45 $40.12
Required

Poverty Wage $12.41 $15.00 $12.41 $15.00
Annual Expenses

Housing $9,768 $9,768 $10,572 $10,572
Food $8,284 $11,086 $7,724 $10,336
Transportation $19,041 $19,419 $18,354 $18,688
Health Care $11,760 $17,283 $11,760 $17,283
Other Necessities $6,074 $7,016 $6,156 $7,035
Child Care $10,527 $10,527 $10,527 $10,527
Taxes $8,781 $9,190 $8,651 $9,009

Required Annual $74,235 $84,289 $73,744 $83,450
Income
Note: 1P2C: 1 parent,2 children, 2P2C: 2 parents, 2 children

Table 24: Family Budget Calculator (2025)
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Dallas County

1P 2C
$34.99

$12.41

$9,768
$8,016
$18,335
$11,760
$5,984
$10,527
$8,399
$72,788

2P 2C
$39.76

$15.00

$9,768
$10,727
$18,648
$17,283
$6,896
$10,527
$8,848
$82,697

Ouachita County

1P 2C
$34.87

$12.41

$9,768
$8,040
$18,112
$11,760
$5,992
$10,527
$8,331
$72,530

2P 2C
$39.65

$15.00

$9,768
$10,760
$18,434
$17,283
$6,907
$10,527
$8,803
$82,481

Hempstead County
1P 2C 2P 2C
$35.44 $40.89
$12.41 $15.00
$10,404 $10,404
$7,797 $10,434
$18,460 $18,731
$11,760 $17,283
$6,124 $7,011
$10,527 $10,527
$8,643 $8,996
$73,716 $83,386

Union County

1P 2C
$35.33

$12.41

$10,368
$8,162
$17,858
$11,760
$6,235
$10,527
$8,585
$73,495

2P 2C
$40.12

$15.00

$10,368
$10,923
$18,180
$17,283

$7,163
$10,527

$9,010
$83,455
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Federal Assistance Benefits

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) provides temporary cash assistance and employment-
related services to enable families with children to become self-supporting.

In Arkansas there were 1,319 adult recipients who received TANF assistance, of which 75 were in the FACT
Inc. service area; in addition, there were 3,452 children who received TANF assistance, of which 185 were
in the FACT Inc. service area.

TANF Recipients (2023)
Source: Annie E. Casey Foundation, KIDS COUNT Data Center

Adults Children
Arkansas 1,319 3,452
Calhoun County 1 5
Columbia County 11 31
Dallas County 3 5
Hempstead County 12 30
Lafayette County 3 5
Nevada County 5 11
Ouachita County 17 52
Union County 23 46

Table 25: TANF Recipients (2023)

Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

Supplemental Security Income, or SSI, provides monthly financial payments to low-income adults who are
blind, disabled, or age 65 and older. Children who are disabled or blind are also eligible to receive SSI
benefits. Families receiving SSI are categorically eligible for Head Start services, providing the family with
an additional benefit and supportive resource. In 2023, more than 21,700 children under age 18 received
SSI benefits in Arkansas, of which 1,156 children were in the FACT Inc. service area (Table 26).xV

Supplemental Security Income (SSI) Recipients by Age (December 2023)
Source: Social Security Administration (SSA)

Age

Total <18 18-64 65+
United States 7,425,331 983,169 4,039,319 2,402,843
Arkansas 95,841 21,743 57,954 16,144
Calhoun County 123 11 92 20
Columbia County 1,031 221 596 214
Dallas County 358 86 205 67
Hempstead County 869 219 490 160
Lafayette County 372 70 221 81
Nevada County 371 69 233 69
Ouachita County 1,076 199 631 246
Union County 1,481 281 896 304

Table 26: Supplemental Security Income Recipients by Age (2023)
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United States
Arkansas

Calhoun County
Columbia County
Dallas County
Hempstead County
Lafayette County
Nevada County
QOuachita County

Union County

Supplemental Security Income (SSI) Recipients by Age (2023)
Source: Social Security Administration (SSA)

13.2%

22.7%

8.9%

21.4%

24.0%

25.2%

18.8%

18.6%

18.5%

19.0%

Figure 14: Supplemental Security Income Recipients by Age (2023)
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Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)

“Families use assistance provided by the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program to pay rent, for utilities,
diapers, food, transportation, and other necessities. Yet too few families struggling to make ends meet can access the
program, and TANF’s history of racism means that it fails to reach many families in states where Black children are likelier to
live. If TANF had the same reach in 2020 as its predecessor, Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC), did in 1996, 2.38
million more families nationwide would have received cash assistance. Instead, in 2020, for every 100 families in poverty
nationwide, only 21 received TANF cash assistance — down from 68 families in 1996. At an economically precarious time for
families, this ‘TANF-to-poverty ratio’ (TPR) is the lowest in the program’s history.”

FiN Canh Swislores Shpmpd oot Mars Wz | smebes n r
TANF's Reach Declined Significantly Ower Time B g Lo Limsen Hardubic ]

5 Il - =
T i i Pogalins il
b anry |5 ke ey Y TR 5 i it B Wi B .
= e

“Access to TANF largely depends on where a family lives. There are no federal minimum eligibility standards and states
have the power to erect barriers or create pathways to TANF cash assistance. This has led to wide variation among state
TPRs, which range from 71 in California and Vermont to just four in Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas.”

“These geographic disparities reflect racial inequities in TANF: compared to white children, Latinx children are somewhat
more likely, and Black children even more likely, to live in states with the lowest TPRs. The history of racism in cash assistance
programs in the United States lives on in policies that impact access to TANF today, from strict work requirements and time
limits to invasive behavioral requirements, exacerbating the barriers Black and Latinx families still face to economic stability.

“More income during early childhood can improve children’s futures, research continues to find. But TANF’s limited reach
means that when families hit hard times because they have lost a job, are fleeing domestic violence, or are facing a health or
mental health crisis, they may have no access to cash assistance. Blocking families from assistance to meet their basic needs
often puts them on a downward spiral, making it even harder to get back on their feet, and may have long-term negative
consequences for children.

“State and federal policymakers can change these trends. States should remove barriers to assistance and ease policies that
cut off families who are still struggling. At the federal level, policymakers should hold states accountable for serving families
experiencing poverty and provide the resources to help them do so.”

Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, https://www.cbpp.org/research/family-income-support/tanf-reaching-few-poor-families
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Poverty

Federal Poverty Guidelines
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services issues the

1035 Peverty Guidalings far the 48 Coniguous

Federal Poverty Guidelines in the Federal Register annually. The States and the District of Coluambis
Poverty Guidelines for a family of four in 2025 is $32,150. P
Research suggests that a family of four requires at least double FamibyHousthold PR U
that amount to make ends meet. ™ The measurement only [~ 1 [ t15es50 -
accounts for the family’s annual income; it does not include other : 521,150
. . 3 6 650

aspects of economic status such as housing, debt, assets, or 4 £33 150
property. 5 £37 550

3 543,150
The calculation used today was originally developed in the 1960s ) SR 50

8 $54 150

based on the amount of money spent by families on food. The e e e
poverty level was reached by multiplying that dollar amount 55,506 for woch addifianal perion
(money spent by families on food) times three. Nowadays,

families not only spend approximately one-seventh of their annual income on food, but the cost of child
care, transportation, and health care have also increased drastically over the past 60 years.*

Learn more about how poverty is measured by watching this YouTube video from the Institute for Research on Poverty.

Poverty in Arkansas

Per the 2023 Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates (SAIPE), 15.4 percent of the population in Arkansas
live in poverty (more than 459,000 individuals), and 20.2 percent of children, ages 0-17, live in poverty
(more than 140,000 children) (Table 27 & Figure 15). In the FACT Inc. service area, between 14.3 and 23.3
percent of the overall population live in poverty; of children between the ages of 0 and 17, between 17.8
and 31 percent live in poverty.

Poverty Estimates (2023)
Source: Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates (SAIPE)

All Ages Poverty Est., All Ages Age 0-17  Poverty Est., Age 0-17
United States 40,763,043 12.5% 11,445,264 16.0%
Arkansas 459,700 15.4% 140,145 20.2%
Calhoun County 639 14.3% 149 17.8%
Columbia County 4,704 23.3% 1,294 27.8%
Dallas County 1,162 19.6% 316 26.9%
Hempstead County 3,171 16.6% 1,249 25.8%
Lafayette County 1,372 22.8% 341 30.6%
Nevada County 1,844 23.2% 544 31.0%
Ouachita County 4,018 18.8% 1,206 25.3%
Union County 6,969 19.0% 2,130 24.0%

Table 27: Poverty Estimates (2023)
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Poverty Estimates (2023)
Source: SAIPE
i I 12.5%
United States 12.5%

I 16.0%
[ 15.4%
I 20-2%
I 14.3%
. 17.8%
Iy 23.3%
. 27.8%
I 16.6% rs 5  Ages 0-17
— . 0
[ 22.8%
. 30.6%
I 23.2%
T 31.0%
I 18.8%
IRy 25.3%
[ 19.0%
T 24.0%

Arkansas

Calhoun County
Columbia County
Dallas County
Hempstead County
Lafayette County
Nevada County
Ouachita County

Union County

Figure 15: Poverty Estimates (2023)
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Poverty by Race/Ethnicity

Although the overall poverty rate (for all ages) in Arkansas is 15.4 percent, the poverty rate for Black
residents, who make up 15.6 percent of the population in the state, is 28.8 percent. The poverty rate for
those who identify as Multiracial, who make up 2.5 percent of the population, is 16.4 percent. Of the
Hispanic/Latino residents in the state, who make up 9.2 percent of the population, 18.6 percent live in
poverty (Figure 16).

The figure below illustrates the percentage of the population in poverty by race and ethnicity. Caution
should be used when interpreting these values, as the minority populations in the FACT, Inc. service area
are very small.

Population in Poverty by Race/Ethnicity
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

21.3%
United States I 9.9% 0

28.8%
Arkansas mssssssmm—m 10.3% 0

e 3.0%
I 22 .0%
Calhoun County 0.0%

o 50.3%
e 34.4%
I 14.7% 36.4%
Columbia County ™ 1.4% o
0 8%, 26.7%
s 9.8% ]
I 6.7% 16.2% M White
Dallas County ~ 0.0% e W Black
3 0% 15.3%
_ . (] .
—— 1 1.6% 59,99 H Asian
e . 0,
Hempstead County IS 20.0% ° Multiracial
17.8% o
—— ] 7.0% 28.7% W Hispanic/Latino

e 43.3%
Lafayette County  0.0% ’

40.7%
0.0%
I 02 .5%
42.5%
Nevada County 0.0%

14.6%
— 4.7%

13.5%

. 23.0%
Ouachita County . 50.9%

= 28.7%
I .8%
—— 15.2%

26.2%

Union County . 43.9%

Figure 16: Poverty by Race/Ethnicity (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)
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Language Spoken by Population in Poverty

In the United States, almost one-fifth of the population in poverty, or 18.7 percent, speak Spanish as their
primary language. In Arkansas 6.7 percent of the population in poverty speak Spanish as their primary
language. Like the state, the population in poverty who speak Spanish as their primary language in the
FACT, Inc. service area is less than 8 percent in all but Calhoun and Hempstead Counties, where 26.8 and
22.2 percent, respectively, speak primarily Spanish.

Language Spoken by Population in Poverty
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

English Only Spanish Asian and Pacific Other Indo- Other

Island Languages  European languages Languages

United States 72.6% 18.7% 3.2% 3.6% 1.9%
Arkansas 91.4% 6.7% 1.0% 0.6% 0.2%
Calhoun County 73.2% 26.8% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
Columbia County 97.8% 2.2% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
Dallas County 99.5% 0.5% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
Hempstead County 77.5% 22.2% 0.2% 0.0% 0.0%
Lafayette County 100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
Nevada County 99.8% 0.2% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
Ouachita County 98.7% 0.3% 0.8% 0.2% 0.0%
Union County 90.4% 7.5% 2.2% 0.0% 0.0%

Table 28: Language Spoken by Population in Poverty (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)

Poverty by Educational o ) )
Population in Poverty by Educational Attainment

Attainment Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates
Obtaining a higher level of
education significantly impacts 24.0%
& y P United States _96%14'0%
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Figure 17: Poverty by Educational Attainment (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)
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Poverty by Employment Status

Like educational attainment, a
significant difference is seen in
poverty rates between employed
and unemployed individuals.

Additionally, in the United States,
Arkansas, and the FACT Inc. service
area, employed and unemployed
females live in poverty at higher
rates  than employed and
unemployed males, except in
Calhoun County, where employed
and unemployed males live in
poverty at much higher rates than
employed and unemployed
females. In Nevada County,
unemployed males live in poverty
at higher rates than unemployed
females (Figure 18).

Births to Women in Poverty

Population in Poverty by Employment Status

United States

Arkansas

Calhoun County

Columbia County

Dallas County

Hempstead County

Lafayette County

Nevada County

6.4%
. 12.0%

69.4%

75.5%

I 63.3%

2.6%
Ouachita County % 27.0%
36.6%

Union County

5.1%
e 11.2%
I

31.0%

I 11.6%

Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

04.1% Employed Male

H Employed
Female

H Unemployed
Male

H Unemployed
Female

Figure 18: Population in Poverty by Employment Status (2023 ACS 5-Year

Estimates)

Of the nearly 4 million women between the ages 15 and 50 who had a birth in the United States in the
past 12 months, nearly 800,000, or 20 percent were living in poverty (Table 29). In Arkansas more than
11,000, or 29.6 percent of all women who had a birth, gave birth in poverty. In the FACT Inc. service area,
463 women between the ages of 15 and 50 gave birth in poverty, between 0 and 52.8 percent of women

who gave birth.

Women 15-50 Years Who Had a Birth in the Past 12 Months in Poverty

Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

Total Births
United States 3,997,128
Arkansas 37,445
Calhoun County 62
Columbia County 161
Dallas County 82
Hempstead County 102
Lafayette County 62
Nevada County 123
Ouachita County 344
Union County 434

Births in Poverty

795,916
11,070
2

18

0

16

24

65

160

178

Percentage of
Births in Poverty
20.0%

29.6%

3.2%

11.2%

0.0%

15.7%

38.7%

52.8%

46.5%

41.3%

Table 29: Women Who Had a Birth in Poverty (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)
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Families in Poverty

In the United States, 8.7 percent of
all families live in poverty, 4.5
percent of married-couple families
live in poverty, and 23.7 percent of
families led by a single female live in
poverty.

In the FACT Inc. service area,
between 9.5 and 27.6 percent of all
families live in poverty, between 2.1
and 19 percent of married-couple
families live in poverty, and
between 23.9 and 49.5 percent of
single female householder families
live in poverty (Figure 19).

Of families with related children
under the age of 5 in the United
States and Arkansas, 12.4 and 19.5
percent, respectively, live in
poverty.

In the FACT Inc. service area, the
rate of families with children under
5 years living in poverty is between
11.4 and 53.3 percent (Figure 20).

The poverty rate for married-
couple families with children under
the age of 5 in the United States and
Arkansas is 4.4 and 8.1 percent,
respectively; in Columbia and Union
Counties, the poverty rate in for this
group is 11.4 and 27.5 percent,
correspondingly.

In the United States and Arkansas,
of the families with only a female
householder, no spouse (or

Families in Poverty
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

) . 3.7%
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23.7%
I 11.5%
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30.0%
N 9.9%
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) E—— 19.1% -
Columbia County W 7.6% m All Families
49.5%
. 9.5%
Dallas County W 2.1%

. 11.9%
Hempstead County W 6.7%
29.9%

27.6% B Married-Couple Families

18.6% Female Householder, no

I
Lafayette County s 13.8% Spouse Present
31.6%
I 27.6%
Nevada County s 19.0%
45.3%
) m— 12.2%
Ouachita County M 4.6%
27.9%
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Union County mmmE 10.6%
30.6%

Figure 19: Families in Poverty (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)

Families in Poverty with Children <5 Years
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

M 12.4%
United States 1 4.4%
36.8%
Bl 19.5%
Arkansas M 8.1%
43.0%
I 25.8%
Columbia County M 11.4%
23.8% | All Families
I 29.4%
Hempstead County

72.0% B Married-Couple Families

N 26.7%
Lafayette County

100.0% Female Householder, no

I 53.3% Spouse Present
Nevada County
50.0%
M 11.4%
QOuachita County
22.8%
I 47.8%
Union County I 27.5%
60.2%

Figure 20: Families in Poverty with Children <5 Years (2023 ACS 5-Year

Estimates)
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partner) present, with children under the age of 5, 36.8 and 43 percent live in poverty, respectively; in the
FACT Inc. service area, between 22.8 and 100 percent of single female parent households with children
under age 5 live in poverty. (No data were reported for Calhoun and Dallas Counties.)

Children in Poverty

Children Ages 0-5: Percentage in Poverty

In the United States there are almost 23 million children, ages 0-5, of which nearly 4 million live in poverty,
17.2 percent. In Arkansas 24.4 percent of children, ages 0-5, live in poverty, a total of 53,805 children. In
the FACT Inc. service area, between 3.2 and 49.6 percent of children, ages 0-5, live in poverty, representing
2,921 children (Table 30).

Children Ages 0-5 in Poverty
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

Total Children Ages 0-5 Children Ages 0-5 in Poverty
United States 22,847,032 3,926,390 17.2%
Arkansas 220,168 53,805 24.4%
Calhoun County 185 6 3.2%
Columbia County 1,622 640 39.5%
Dallas County 347 40 11.5%
Hempstead County 1,556 345 22.2%
Lafayette County 275 102 37.1%
Nevada County 559 277 49.6%
Ouachita County 1,460 467 32.0%
Union County 2,721 1,044 38.4%

Table 30: Children Ages 0-5 in Poverty (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)

Racial Proportion of Children Ages 0-5 in Poverty

In the United States and Arkansas, 39.6 and 45.1 percent of all children, ages 0-5, living in poverty, are
White, respectively, a corresponding 25.5 and 33 percent are Black, a respective 18.6 and 14.3 percent
are Multiracial, and 11.4 and 5.5 percent, correspondingly, identify as Other (Figure 21).

In the FACT Inc. service area, between 3.5 and 57.2 percent of all children, ages 0-5, living in poverty are
White, and between 50 and 100 percent are Black.

Children Ages 0-5 in Poverty by Race
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

White Black Asian AIAN NHPI  Multiracial Other
United States 1,553,567 1,003,018 115,322 63,868 11,827 729,994 448,794
Arkansas 24,284 17,757 300 211 588 7,704 2,961
Calhoun County 3 3 0 0 0 0 0
Columbia County 179 371 0 0 0 90 0
Dallas County 0 40 0 0 0 0 0
Hempstead County 12 270 0 0 0 47 16
Lafayette County 13 81 0 3 0 5 0
Nevada County 151 126 0 0 0 0 0
Ouachita County 193 231 0 0 0 43 0

Table 31: Children Ages 0-5 in Poverty by Race (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)
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Racial Proportion of Children Ages 0-5in Poverty
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates
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Figure 21: Racial Proportion Children Ages 0-5 in Poverty (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)

Ethnic Proportion of Children Ages 0-5 in Poverty
In the United States more than one-third of all children, ages 0-5, in poverty are Hispanic/Latino, 35
percent (Figure 22). In Arkansas and Union County, 16.2 and 10.5 percent of children, ages 0-5, in poverty
are Hispanic/Latino, respectively; of children in poverty in the remaining counties of the FACT Inc. service

area, 0 percent are Hispanic/Latino.

Children Ages 0-5 in Poverty by Ethnicity
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

Hispanic / Latino

Non-Hispanic / Latino

United States 1,374,500 2,551,890
Arkansas 8,694 45,111
Calhoun County 0 6
Columbia County 0 640
Dallas County 0 40
Hempstead County 34 311
Lafayette County 0 102
Nevada County 0 277
Ouachita County 0 467
Union County 110 934

Table 32: Children Ages 0-5 in Poverty by Ethnicity (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)
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Ethnic Proportion of Children Ages 0-5 in Poverty
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

United States 35.0%
Arkansas 16.2%

Calhoun County
Columbia County
Dallas County W Hispanic/Latino
Hempstead County B Non-Hispanic/Latino
Lafayette County
Nevada County
Ouachita County

Union County 10.5%

Figure 22: Children Ages 0-5 in Poverty by Ethnicity (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)

Extreme Poverty

Extreme poverty is defined by the World Bank as an individual living on $2.15 or less per day.*i The extent
to which extreme poverty exists in the United States is heavily debated. In 2018 Dr. Bruce D. Meyer,
Professor at the McCormick Foundation University of Chicago, found that extreme poverty is very rare to
nonexistent in the United States, as existing studies and reports “fail to account for important benefits
such as in-kind transfers, public assistance, and unreported earnings.”*ii

Below are two alternative measures to use in order to estimate extreme poverty in the United States: the
number of children, ages 0-5, with a household income of less than 50 percent of the federal poverty level
and families earning less than $10,000 per year.

In the United States, nearly 1.9 million children, ages 0-5, live in households with an income of less than
50 percent of the federal poverty level. The federal poverty level for a family of four in the United States
is $32,150, approximately $22.02 per day, per person. A family of four living on less than 50 percent of
the federal poverty level in the United States must make ends meet with less than $11.01 per day, per
person. In Arkansas, more than 26,000 children live in extreme poverty, of which 1,584 live in the FACT
Inc. service area.

Children Ages 0-5 in Extreme Poverty
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates
Total Income < 50% of FPL

United States 1,899,029
Arkansas 26,474
Calhoun County 3
Columbia County 390
Dallas County 40
Hempstead County 305
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Children Ages 0-5 in Extreme Poverty
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates
Total Income < 50% of FPL

Lafayette County 21
Nevada County 126
Ouachita County 255
Union County 444
Total Service Area 1,584

Table 33: Children Ages 0-5 in Extreme Poverty (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)

Although the median family income in Arkansas is $58,773, 3.8 percent of families statewide have an
income of less than $10,000 per year. In the FACT Inc. service area, between 3.6 and 9.5 percent of families
have an income of less than $10,000 per year. As an example, a family of four, living on an income of less
than $10,000, must make ends meet with approximately $6.80 per day, per person.

Extreme Poverty
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

Total Families Earning Less than
Families $10,000/Year

Number Percent
United States 82,220,165 2,504,204 3.0%
Arkansas 772,205 29,324 3.8%
Calhoun County 1,136 44 3.9%
Columbia County 5,370 446 8.3%
Dallas County 1,540 56 3.6%
Hempstead County 4,690 241 5.1%
Lafayette County 1,595 78 4.9%
Nevada County 2,212 210 9.5%
Ouachita County 5,522 300 5.4%
Union County 9,017 505 5.6%

Table 34: Extreme Poverty (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)
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Economic Features and Trends
Economic Overview of the Community

Labor Force
The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics’ Current Population Survey T
(CPS) is a monthly survey of households with data on labor force  «  currently working (civilian/armed forces)
statistics. The Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) = ¢  Unemployed: recently worked/seeking
. . . . employment
program is a federal-state cooperative effort in which monthly  notin labor force
estimates of total employment and unemployment are prepared e  Never worked/retired

for over 7,600 areas.

U.S. Census Bureau, https://www.census.gov/

Based on the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, in 2023 there were

nearly 1.4 million individuals in the labor force in Arkansas, of which more than 52,000 were in the FACT
Inc. service area. In the FACT Inc. service area, more than 50,000 individuals in the labor force were
employed while 2,143 were unemployed, at rates between 2.9 and 4.9.

Labor Force (2023)
Source: U.S. Department of Labor

Individuals in the Labor Force Employed Unemployed Rate Unemployed
Arkansas 1,377,657 1,332,876 44,781 3.3
Calhoun County 2,353 2,284 69 2.9
Columbia County 8,764 8,388 376 4.3
Dallas County 2,647 2,543 104 3.9
Hempstead County 9,141 8,833 308 3.4
Lafayette County 2,201 2,094 107 4.9
Nevada County 3,355 3,232 123 3.7
Ouachita County 9,629 9,257 372 3.9
Union County 14,751 14,067 684 4.6

Table 35: Labor Force (2023)

Top Industries

The economic framework of the county/service area must be analyzed within the context of key terms
and definitions to ensure the data is understood and put into proper context. While the terms “industry”
and “occupation” both refer to aspects of the working world, they are distinctly different from one
another. “Industry” refers to the broad category of economic activity or the sector in which a business
operates. It describes what kind of work a company or organization does. Examples include health care,
retail, and manufacturing. “Occupation” refers to the specific job or role that an individual performs
and/or the type of work a person does. Examples of occupations include food preparation, sales and
management.

In the United States the median earnings of the top five industries and occupations by labor size vary
greatly. The top four industries in the United States make up approximately 44 percent of the total labor
force, with median earnings ranging from approximately $30,000 to $58,000. The fifth largest industry in
the United States (professional, scientific, and technical services), accounting for 8.1 percent of the total
labor force reports median earnings of approximately $84,000.
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The top five industries by labor size in Arkansas make up more than 57 percent of the labor force, with
median earnings ranging from approximately $39,000 to nearly $46,000.

Table 36 displays the top five industries for the FACT Inc. service area by labor size, percentage of the total
labor force, and median earnings.

Top Five Industries by Labor Size
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

United States

Arkansas

Calhoun
County

Columbia
County

Dallas County

Hempstead
County

Lafayette
County

Nevada
County

Industries

Health care and social assistance
Retail trade

Manufacturing

Educational services

Professional, scientific, and technical services

Health care and social assistance
Retail trade

Manufacturing

Educational services

Construction

Manufacturing

Health care and social assistance
Retail trade

Construction

Educational services

Educational services

Health care and social assistance
Manufacturing

Retail trade

Accommodation and food services
Manufacturing

Health care and social assistance
Educational services

Public administration
Transportation and warehousing
Manufacturing

Health care and social assistance
Educational services

Retail trade

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting
Health care and social assistance
Retail trade

Manufacturing

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting
Educational services

Health care and social assistance
Manufacturing

Educational services
Accommodation and food services

Other services, except public administration

Manufacturing
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Labor Force

Size

22,381,833
17,368,629
15,912,421
14,999,788
12,900,923
196,619
176,537
171,391
121,689
96,635

325

236

227

223

132

1,537
1,530
1,335

954

596

629

529

207

183

151

1,531
1,008

877

741

735

315

275

251

229

216

509

505

305

305

257

2,306

Percentage of
Total Labor
Force
14.0%
10.9%
10.0%
9.4%
8.1%
14.8%
13.3%
12.9%
9.2%
7.3%
17.5%
12.7%
12.2%
12.0%
7.1%
16.3%
16.3%
14.2%
10.1%
6.3%
24.7%
20.8%
8.1%
7.2%
5.9%
20.2%
13.3%
11.6%
9.8%
9.7%
14.9%
13.0%
11.8%
10.8%
10.2%
16.7%
16.5%
10.0%
10.0%
8.4%
26.9%

Median
Earnings

$46,717
$30,963
$58,079
$50,574
$84,120
$39,819
$31,795
$45,092
$45,962
$42,236
$45,402
$41,382
$21,985
$37,750
$31,429
$28,129
$27,260
$42,004
$24,622
$18,105
$45,324
$29,906
$40,804
$33,321
$53,835
$41,443
$39,779
$45,112
$22,580
$47,696
$29,896
$24,479
$43,205
$34,191
$30,722
$35,265
$46,711
$24,678
$13,767
$36,036
$46,369
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Top Five Industries by Labor Size
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

Industries Labor Force Percentage of Median
Size Total Labor Earnings
Force

Health care and social assistance 1,084 12.6% $37,924

Ouachita Public administration 769 9.0% $37,798
County Retail trade 751 8.8% $35,589
Educational services 748 8.7% $39,608

Union County = Manufacturing 3,026 18.6% $51,882
Health care and social assistance 2,445 15.1% $38,308

Retail trade 2,031 12.5% $28,576

Educational services 1,434 8.8% $47,202

Construction 1,222 7.5% $42,306

Table 36: Top Five Industries by Labor Size (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)

Employment Sector Changes

The U.S. Census Business Dynamics Statistics (BDS) “provides annual measures of business dynamics (such
as job creation and destruction, establishment births and deaths, and firm startups and shutdowns) for
the economy overall and aggregated by establishment and firm characteristics.”* The most recent data
available at the time of this assessment is the 2022 BDS dataset. Below is a brief summary of total
establishments as well as job creation and losses, for more detailed exploration of the dataset, please use

the BDS Explorer.

Based on the 2022 U.S. Census Business Dynamics Statistics, in Arkansas there are a total of 47,093 firms
with 63,316 unique establishments employing more than 1 million individuals. In the past 12 months 3,933
establishments and more than 19,000 employees were connected to 'firm deaths' in the state. A firm
death is when a business stops operating in the community. The same report indicates that there were
2,687 establishments in the FACT Inc. service area and 41,706 employees. More than 165 establishments
and 724 employees were connected to “firm deaths” in the service area in the past 12 months (Tables 37
& 38).

Total Establishments and Employees (2022)
Source: U.S. Census Business Dynamics Statistics

Number of firms Number of establishments Number of employees
United States 5,535,295 7,400,528 133,689,031
Arkansas 47,093 63,316 1,087,118
Calhoun County 55 55 404
Columbia County 459 498 7,089
Dallas County 152 160 2,315
Hempstead County 338 361 5,705
Lafayette County 86 91 659
Nevada County 106 114 1,671
Ouachita County 402 438 7,974
Union County 871 970 15,889
Total Service Area 2,469 2,687 41,706

Table 37: Total Establishments and Employees (2022)
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Firms Exits in Past 12 Months (2022)

Source: U.S. Census Business Dynamics Statistics

Firms Establishments Employees
United States 485,537 501,180 2,643,141
Arkansas 3,779 3,933 19,334
Columbia County 30 31 92
Dallas County 14 14 29
Hempstead County 14 14 55
Lafayette County 8 8 73
Nevada County 9 9 67
Ouachita County 29 30 75
Union County 62 63 333
Total Service Area* 166 169 724

* No data was reported for Calhoun County
Table 38: Firms Exits in Past 12 Months (2022)

Although 169 establishments stopped operating in the FACT Inc. service area, there was a combined net
job creation of 1,708 with rates between 2.16 and 8.01 (excluding net jobs losses in Hempstead, Lafayette,

and Nevada Counties). Note: the rate of job creation is the number of jobs created relative to the total
number of jobs in an industry.

Job Creation and Loss in Past 12 Months (2022)
Source: U.S. Census Business Dynamics Statistics

Rate of New Jobs

# of Jobs Created # of Jobs Lost # of Net Jobs Created Created
United States 21,440,730 14,765,196 6,675,534 5.12
Arkansas 168,721 119,027 49,694 4.68
Calhoun County 66 35 31 8.01
Columbia County 861 612 249 3.58
Dallas County 256 203 53 2.32
Hempstead County 397 401 -4 -0.07
Lafayette County 118 123 -5 -0.76
Nevada County 166 340 -174 -9.87
Ouachita County 780 610 170 2.16
Union County 2,665 1,460 1,205 7.89
Total Service Area 5,309 3,784 1,708 N/A

Table 39: Job Creation and Loss in Past 12 Months (2022)
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Future Projections

The Arkansas Division of Workforce Services, created industry and occupational short term and long
projections for Arkansas’s workforce development areas. The F.A.C.T, Inc. service area is located in the
Southwest Arkansas Workforce Development area. The short term and long term projections provide data
on fastest growing industries and occupations, declining industries and occupations, educational outlooks,
work experience outlooks, and projections for on-the-job training.*

While some occupations are on the rise, others are waning. The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics:
Employment Projections provides a list of occupations that have declined in recent years and are
projected to continue declining.

Early Childhood Education Workforce

According to a survey completed by the National Head Start Association in October of 2023, 15 percent
of staff positions in Head Start were vacant, with compensation being the top reason for continued
vacancy.™ In order to deal with this workforce crisis, in August of 2024, the Administration of Children
and Families (ACF) published a final rule on Supporting the Head Start Workforce and Consistent Quality
Programming. Included in this new performance standard was raising annual Head Start teacher wages
to, “promote competitive salaries for Head Start Staff.”*i Per the First Five Years Fund, “programs pay
educators higher salaries, comparable to local public preschool teachers. If a Head Start program doesn’t
have a public preschool to compare itself to, the rule instructs it to use the metric of 90 percent of local
public kindergarten teacher salary.”*i Unfortunately, these changes do not come with any additional
funding, therefore programs will need to find alternative ways to meet their workforce needs.

Table 40 shows the total number of employees in 2024 in the Arkansas Early Childhood Education
workforce, compared with the numbers in 2019. The number of preschool teachers decreased
significantly from 3,690 in 2019 to 2,560 in 2024.

Arkansas Early Childhood Education Workforce (2019 & 2024)
Source: Occupational Employment and Wage Statistics (OEWS)
Number of Employees Number of Employees

(2019) (2024)
Child Care Workers 6,000 6,200
Education and Child Care Administrators, Preschool and Daycare 610 1,130
Preschool Teachers, Except Special Education 3,690 2,560
Special Education Teachers, Preschool 390 400

Table 40: Arkansas Early Childhood Education Workforce (2019 & 2024)
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According to the 2024 Occupational Employment and Wage Statistics from the Bureau of Labor Statistics,
in 2024, the median annual wage for child care workers in Arkansas is $27,180, while the median annual
wage for preschool teachers is higher at $30,050.

Arkansas Early Childhood Education Wages (2024)
Source: Occupational Employment and Wage Statistics (OEWS)

Number of Median Mean Annual Mean

Employees Annual Wage Hourly

Wage Wage

Education and Child Care Administrators, Preschool and Daycare 1,130  $42,430 $46,650 $22.43
Preschool Teachers, Except Special Education 2,560  $30,050 $37,000 $17.79
Special Education Teachers, Preschool 400  $35,220 $36,390 $17.50
Child Care Workers 6,200 $27,180 $27,600 $13.27

Table 41: Early Childhood Education Wages (2023)

Ninety Percent of Kindergarten Wage Metric

In Arkansas, the average annual wage for a Kindergarten teacher in 2024 was $52,790.*V If a Head Start
program needs to use the metric of 90 percent of a local public kindergarten teacher’s wage, in Arkansas,
the current teacher wage would be $47,511. Based on 2024 PIR data, the average annual wage for a Head
Start classroom teacher in Arkansas is $35,344. The average annual wage for an Early Head Start classroom
teacher is $29,983 and $30,366 for a Migrant Head Start classroom teacher. Table 42 below illustrates the
gains that will have to be made to reach the metric for 90 percent of kindergarten wages.

Classroom Teacher Wages in Arkansas
Source: 2024 Program Information Report
Program Classroom Balance Wages to be
Teacher Wages Gained (to reach 90%
of KG wage metric)

Head Start $35,344 $12,167
Early Head Start $29,983 $17,528
Migrant Head Start $30,366 $17,145

Table 42: Classroom Teacher Wages in Arkansas (2024)
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Housing and Homelessness

Affordable Housing and Housing Shortage

Based on the National Low-Income Housing Coalition (NLIHC) April 2024 The Gap: A Shortage of
Affordable Homes report (using 2022 data), there is no single state in the United States that has an
adequate supply of affordable rental homes for the lowest income renters. Nationwide, only 34 affordable
and available rental homes exist for every 100 extremely low-income-renter households.* The lack of
affordable housing creates a cost burden for both renters and homeowners. “Cost burdened” is defined
as spending more than 30 percent of income on housing, and “severely cost burdened” as spending more
than 50 percent of one’s income on housing.

In Arkansas, 84 percent of renter households with extremely low income (30 percent of the area median
income, or AMI) are cost burdened, and 68 percent are severely cost burdened.®™ Statewide there are
only 49 affordable and available rental homes per 100 households at or below extremely low income.

“Housing expenditures that exceed 30 percent of household income have historically been viewed as an indicator of a housing affordability
problem. The conventional 30 percent of household income that a household can devote to housing costs before the household is said to be
‘burdened’ evolved from the United States National Housing Act of 1937. The 30-percent rule was considered a rule of thumb for the amount
of income that a family could spend and still have enough left over for other non-discretionary spending; it made its way to owner-occupied
housing too.”

U.S. Census Bureau, https://www.census.gov/

Housing Ownership

In the United States and Arkansas, approximately two-thirds of all occupied housing units are owner-
occupied, and 35 and 33.9 percent, respectively, are renter-occupied (Figure 23). In the FACT Inc. service
area, of the more than 49,500 occupied housing units, between 65.9 and 86.4 are owner-occupied, and
between 13.6 and 34.1 percent are renter-occupied.

Occupied Housing Characteristics
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

Occupied Housing Units Owner-Occupied Renter-Occupied
United States 127,482,865 82,892,037 44,590,828
Arkansas 1,189,160 786,534 402,626
Calhoun County 1,584 1,368 216
Columbia County 8,361 5,781 2,580
Dallas County 2,425 1,726 699
Hempstead County 7,454 5,190 2,264
Lafayette County 2,564 1,979 585
Nevada County 3,402 2,242 1,160
Ouachita County 8,590 6,117 2,473
Union County 15,125 11,031 4,094

Table 43: Occupied Housing Characteristic (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)
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Occupied Housing Characteristics
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

United States 65.0%
Arkansas 66.1%
Calhoun County 86.4%
Columbia County 69.1%
Dallas County 71.2% B Owners
Hempstead County 69.6% B Renters
Lafayette County 77.2%
Nevada County 65.9%

Ouachita County 71.2%

Union County 72.9%

Figure 23: Occupied Housing Characteristics (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)

Cost-Burdened Households

Based on U.S. census data (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates), in the FACT Inc. service area, between 9.4 and
22.5 percent of owner-occupied households (with or without a mortgage), are cost-burdened, indicating
30 percent or more of household income is spent on housing. For renter-occupied households in the FACT
Inc. service area, the estimate is higher; between 13 and 51.4 percent are determined to be cost-burdened
(Figure 24).

Cost-Burdened Households
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

I 22.1%
I 46.9%
I 16.5%

P 39.3%

I 0.4%

P 13.0%

I 10.9%

P 27.6%

I 12.5%

S 23 8% mIOWE e
I 12.3%

P 37.1%
I 18.0%

P 23.1%

I 19.0%
e 51.4%
I 16.2%
I 37.6%
I 22.5%
P 38.5%

United States
Arkansas

Calhoun County
Columbia County
Dallas County
Hempstead County H Renters
Lafayette County
Nevada County

Ouachita County

Union County

Figure 24: Cost-Burdened Households (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)
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Severely Cost-Burdened Households

Of all owner-occupied households earning less than $10,000 per year in the United States and Arkansas,
65.6 and 61.5 percent, correspondingly, are severely cost-burdened, meaning more than 50 percent of
household income is spent on housing. In the FACT Inc. service area, between 42.8 and 82.5 percent of
owner-occupied households earning less than $10,000 per year are severely cost-burdened.

Owner-Occupied Households: Percent Severely Cost-Burdened
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates
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Figure 25: Owner-Occupied Households: Severely Cost-Burdened Households (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)

In the United States and Arkansas, 62 and 53.6 percent of renter-occupied households earning less than
$10,000 per year, respectively, are severely cost-burdened (Figure 26). In the FACT Inc. service area,
between 6.2 and 66.9 percent of renter-occupied households earning less than $10,000 per year are
severely cost-burdened. However, in Columbia, Lafayette, and Ouachita Counties, those earning $10,000
to $19,999 a year are more severely cost-burdened. In addition, in Calhoun County, only those earning
between $10,000 to $19,999 a year are severely cost-burdened, 48.5 percent.
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Renter-Occupied Households: Percent Severely Cost-Burdened
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates
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Figure 26: Renter-Occupied Households: Severely Cost-Burdened by Income (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)
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Energy Burden

Based on data collected in October 2024 from the Department of Energy's LEAD Tool, in the United States
the average household energy burden is 3 percent (this is calculated by taking the average annual energy
cost and dividing it by the average household income). Households with an energy burden of more than
6 percent are considered to have a "high energy burden" and households with an energy burden of more
than 10 percent are considered to have a "severe energy burden."

In the United States, households earning less than 100 percent of the Federal Poverty Guidelines spend
approximately 20 percent of their income on energy.” i In Arkansas and the FACT Inc. service area, the
average annual energy costs range from approximately $2,227 to $3,897 (Table 44). The average energy
burden for all households combined is 3 percent in Arkansas and between 3 and 8 percent in the FACT
Inc. service area. For those households earning less than 100 percent of the Federal Poverty Guidelines,
their energy burden is measured at 19 percent in Arkansas and between 19 and 31 percent in the FACT
Inc. service area.

Household Energy Burden (Data Collected October 2024)
Source: Department of Energy

Total Households Households <100% of FPG
Average Average Annual Energy Average Average Annual Energy
Household Income Energy Cost Burden Household Income Energy Cost  Burden
Arkansas $80,637 $2,288 3% $10,814 $2,073 19%
Calhoun County $67,400 $2,227 3% $10,327 $2,245 22%
Columbia $67,310 $2,341 3% $10,397 $2,203 21%
County
Dallas County $60,476 $2,276 4% $11,142 $2,207 20%
I[EEEC $62,329 $2,319 4% $11,494 $2,135 19%
County
Lafayette
171 2,42 49 1 2,162 229
County $58, $2,428 % $10,036 $2,16 %
Nevada County $50,415 $3,897 8% $13,670 $4,198 31%
Ouachita $63,951 $2,244 4% $9,465 $2,182 23%
County
Union County $71,901 $2,323 3% $8,275 $2,094 25%

Table 44: Household Energy Burden (Data Collected October 2024)
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Fair Market Rent

According to the 2024 National Low-Income Housing Coalition (NLIHC) report, 33.8 percent of households in Arkansas were renters. The Fair
Market Rent (FMR) for a two-bedroom home in Arkansas is $987 per month. To be able to rent a two-bedroom home, without exceeding 30
percent of a person’s gross income as a recommended rule, a renter must earn $39,466 annually; the median income for a renter in Arkansas is
$39,482 i With a median income of $39,482, a renter is able to afford the fair market rental value of a two-bedroom home.

It is critical to point out that Head Start families do not earn wages typical of an average renter in the state. The NLIHC defines extremely low-
income households as those with income at or below the poverty threshold, or 30 percent of AMI (median family income for the area of residence),
whichever is higher. For Arkansas this amount is $23,181, which is $3,469 less than the Poverty Guidelines level for a family of three, which is
$26,650. The rent that someone with “extremely low income” can afford is only $580 per month, $407 less than the fair market value of a two-
bedroom home (Table 45).

In the FACT Inc. service area, between 13.6 and 33.3 percent of households are renters. Rent affordable by a household classified as “extremely
low income” is lower than the fair market value of a two-bedroom home for all counties in the FACT Inc. service area, between $241 and $506
less. For those working a full-time job and earning minimum wage, affordable rent is not more than $572 per month, between $242 and $343 less
than the fair market rental value of a two-bedroom home. The high cost of homeownership and rental units continues to make it difficult for low-
income families to access affordable housing. In the FACT Inc. service area, those earning minimum wage must work between 57 and 64 hours per
week to afford a two-bedroom home at fair market rental value.

Out of Reach: Fair Market Rental Values vs. Income (2024)
Source: National Low-Income Housing Coalition (NLIHC)

Calhoun  Columbia Dallas Hempstead Lafayette Nevada Ouachita Union
Arkansas

County County County County County County County County

% of Total Households that are Renters (2018-2022) 33.8% 13.6% 27.7% 28.4% 32.3% 23.0% 33.3% 26.2% 27.3%
Two-Bedroom FMR $987 $915 $814 $814 $867 $814 $881 $814 $864
Income Needed to Afford Two-Bedroom FMR $39,466 $36,600 $32,560 $32,560 $34,680 $32,560 $35,240 $32,560 $34,560
Estimated Median Renter Household Income $39,482  $59,100 $32,288 $24,723 $30,227 $28,203  $26,224 $28,664  $33,106
Rent Affordable at Median Renter Household Income $987 $1,477 $807 S618 $756 $705 $656 S$717 $828
30% of AMI $23,181  $20,970 $18,750 $22,920 $19,170 $18,570  $15,000 $19,830  $20,550
Rent Affordable at 30% of AMI $580 $524 $469 $573 S479 S464 $375 $496 $514
Rent Affordable with Full-Time Job Paying Min. Wage $572 $572 $572 $572 $572 $572 $572 $572 $572
Work Hours Per Week at Minimum Wage Needed to 69 64 57 57 61 57 62 57 60

Afford Two-Bedroom FMR
Table 45: Fair Market Rental Value vs. Income (2024)
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Public Housing
Public Housing

“Public housing was established to provide decent and safe rental housing for eligible low-income families, the elderly, and persons with
disabilities. Public housing comes in all sizes and types, from scattered single-family houses to high-rise apartments for elderly families. There
are approximately 970,000* households living in public housing units, managed by some 3,300 Housing Agencies (HAs). The U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) administers Federal aid to local HAs that manage housing for low-income residents at rents they
can afford. HUD furnishes technical and professional assistance in planning, developing and managing these housing units.

“Public housing is limited to low-income families and individuals. An HA determines your eligibility based on 1) annual gross income; 2)
whether you qualify as elderly, a person with a disability, or as a family; and 3) U.S. citizenship or eligible immigration status. If you are
eligible, the HA will check your references to make sure you and your family will be good tenants. HAs will deny admission to any applicant
whose habits and practices may be expected to have a detrimental effect on other tenants or on the project's environment.”

* The number of households changes daily within the Public and Indian Housing Inventory Management System (IMS-PIC).

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, https://www.hud.gov

Based on data gathered from the Office of Public Policy Development and Research (PD&R), under the
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), in 2024 there were a total of 52,114 housing units
available in Arkansas within all HUD Programs, occupied by a total of 82,678 persons. Average HUD
expenditure for rent per month was $555, and the average family expenditure per month was $332. The
average household income of those living in public housing programs in Arkansas is $14,595 with an
average annual income per person of $7,739.

Individuals seeking public housing often face lengthy waiting lists. In Arkansas the average wait for housing
was 14 months. Sixty-nine percent of public housing recipients were determined to have extremely low
income (less than 30 percent of the area median income), more than one-third, or 32 percent, were
female-headed households with children, 55 percent of residents were minorities, and 26 percent were
determined to have a disability. ™

Table 46 provides detailed information on the number of units available in all public housing programs in
Arkansas and the FACT Inc. service area. Additionally, it reports the total number of residents, average
expenditures per month (by HUD and families), average annual household and per person income,
average number of months on the waiting list, the proportion of residents that have an extremely low
income, and the percentage of recipients that are female heads of household, minorities, and residents
with disabilities.

Public Housing Programs (2024)
Source: Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
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Arkansas 52,114 82,678 $555 $332 $14,595 $7,739 14 69% 32% 55% 26%
Calhoun County 19 28 $508 $358 $15,397 $8,248 4 67% 33% 53% 21%
Columbia County 357 458 $462 $353 $16,201 $10,577 14 53% 21% 77% 35%
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Public Housing Programs (2024)
Source: Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
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Dallas County 147 178 $365 $318 $15,278 $11,416 1 69% 14% 71% 47%
Hempstead County 485 615 $493 $331 $14,126 $8,246 11 62% 28% 69% 32%
Lafayette County 53 67 $440 $293 $12,122 $7,599 8 71% 24% 90% 40%
Nevada County 198 320 $524  $303 $13,439 $6,594 30 68% 43% 75% 25%
Ouachita County 686 1,277 S576  $252 $14,638 $7,290 10 66% 39% 88% 20%
Union County 820 1,317 S544  $327 $13,481 $6,398 19 71% 48% 88% 14%

Table 46: HUD Programs (2024)
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Homelessness

Point-in-Time Count

The Point-in-Time Count, required each year by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development,
is conducted to assist federal and state governments in determining how to allocate funding for housing,
substance abuse, and mental health programs. The 2024 count reflected that on a single night in January,
there were more than 771,000 homeless persons in the United States, of which 2,783 were in Arkansas.

In the United States nearly four out of 10 homeless people | w0 point-in-Time (PIT) Count is a count of sheltered
were determined to be unsheltered, 35.5 percent, and one | and unsheltered homeless persons on a single night in

in three were homeless people in families, 33.6 percent. In | J2nuary. HUD requires that Continuums of Care
conduct an annual count of homeless persons who are

Arkansas 47.9 percent of homeless persons were sheltered in emergency shelter, transitional housing,

unsheltered, and 26.9 percent were homeless people in | and Safe Havens on asingle night. Continuums of Care
families. also must conduct a count of unsheltered homeless

persons every other year (odd-numbered years). Each
count is planned, coordinated, and carried out locally.
The Housing Inventory Count (HIC) is a point-in-time
inventory of provider programs within a Continuum of

Point-in-Time Count (2024)
Source: HUD Exchange

United States Arkansas Care that provide beds and units dedicated to serve
Overall Homeless 771,480 2,783 persons who are homeless, categorized by five
Unsheltered Homeless 274,224 1,334 Program Types: Emergency Shelter; Transitional
% Unsheltered Homeless 35.5% 47.9% Housing; Rapid Re-housing; Safe Haven; and
Homeless People in Families 259,473 748 Permanent Supportive Housing.”
% Homeless People in Families 33.6% 26.9% HUD Exchange, https://www.hudexchange.info/

Table 47: Point-in-Time Count (2024)

Homeless Youth

In the United States, of the more than 771,000 homeless people counted in January 2024, 38,170 were
unaccompanied youth under the age of 25, an increase of 10 percent compared with the January 2023
count of 34,703. Nationwide, in 2024, there were 9,177 parenting youth under the age of 25, with a total
of 10,346 children, increases of 27.7 and 22.2 percent, respectively, over the January 2023 count.

In Arkansas the count of unaccompanied youth decreased by 19.9 percent from January 2023 to January
2024. Total parenting youth under age 25 increased from 2023 to 2024 by 45.5 percent, and the count of
children of parenting youth in the state increased by 35.5 percent.*

Point-in-Time Count — Homeless Youth (2023-24)
Source: HUD Exchange

United States Arkansas

2023 34,703 156

Overall Homeless Unaccompanied Youth (Under 25) 2024 38,170 125
Change 10.0% -19.9%

2023 7,184 11

Overall Homeless Parenting Youth (Under 25) 2024 9,177 16
Change 27.7% 45.5%

2023 8,469 17

Overall Homeless Children of Parenting Youth 2024 10,346 23
Change 22.2% 35.5%

Table 48: Homeless Youth (2023-24)

www.insightsbymyo.com



http://www.insightsbymyo.com/
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD
http://www.endhomelessness.org/library/entry/fact-sheet-what-is-a-continuum-of-care
https://www.hudexchange.info/

2025 Community Assessment: FACT, Inc.
MODULE 3: What are the characteristics of the community(ies) served?
Housing and Homelessness

“The McKinney-Vento program is designed to address the problems that homeless children and youth have faced in enrolling, attending,
and succeeding in school. Under this program, State Educational Agencies (SEAs) must ensure that each homeless child and youth has equal
access to the same free, appropriate public education, including a public preschool education, as other children, and youth. [...] In addition,
homeless students may not be separated from the mainstream school environment.”

“The McKinney-Vento Act defines ‘homeless children and youth’ as individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence.
The term includes —

. Children and youth who are:
o sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason (sometimes referred to
as doubled-up);
living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to lack of alternative adequate accommodations;
living in emergency or transitional shelters;

o O O

abandoned in hospitals; or
o awaiting foster care placement;
. Children and youth who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a
regular sleeping accommodation for human beings;
. Children and youth who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or
similar settings; and
. Migratory children who qualify as homeless because they are living in circumstances described above.”

National Center for Homeless Education, https://nche.ed.gov/legislation/mckinney-vento,

Arkansas Homeless Education Program

According to ED Data Express, during the 2022-23 school year, more than 46,000 homeless children served
in U.S. schools were children, ages 3 to 5. In Arkansas schools there were 372 homeless children between
the ages of 3 and 5. In the FACT Inc. service area, data was only reported for Columbia County, where 5
homeless students were served.

Homeless Students Ages 3-5 (2022-23)
Source: U.S. Department of Education, ED Data Express

2021-22 2022-23
United States 38,879 46,531
Arkansas 269 372
Calhoun County Not reported 0
Columbia County Not reported 5
Dallas County Not reported Not reported
Hempstead County Not reported 0
Lafayette County Not reported 0
Nevada County Not reported Not reported
Ouachita County Not reported Not reported
Union County Not reported Not reported

Table 49: Homeless Students (2022-23)
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Communication and Transportation
Access to Computer Devices and Internet

Household Computer Device Ownership

In the United States there are more than  ousehold Computer Device Ownership

127 million households in occupied  Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

housing units, of which 101.7 million have Total Desktop or  Smartphone

lapto|
a desktop or laptop (79.8 percent of . ptop
h hol ol h United States 127,482,865 101,732,275 114,441,069
ouseholds) and 114.4 million have a ). . 1,189,160 832,513 1,044,827
smartphone (89.9 percent of households).  cajhoun county 1,584 899 1,368
Columbia County 8,361 4,499 6,844
In Arkansas more than 832,500 households ’ ’ ’
’ Dallas County 2,425 1,136 1,760
own a desktop or laptop (70 percent) and S CEr) i 7.454 3758 6,079
more than 1 million households own a Lafayette County 2,564 1,364 1,980
smartphone (87.9 percent). In the FACT  Nevada County 3,402 1,754 2,598
Inc. service area, between 46.8 and 61  Ouachita County 8,590 5,158 6,934
percent of households own a desktop or  Union County 15,125 9,223 12,316
laptop and between 72.6 and 86.4 percent Table 50: Household Computer Device Ownership (2023 ACS 5-Year
own a smartphone. Estimates)
Household Computer Device Ownership
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates
United States 79-8%
T 89.8%
[ 70.0%
Arkansas 70.0%
T 87.9%

Calhoun County >6.8%
T 86.4%

Columbia County 53.8%
T 81.9%
I 46.8%

D o N 72.5%  Desktop or Laptop
I 50.4% B Smartphone

Hempstead County

T 81.6%
I 53.2%
Iy 17.2%
I 51.6%
T 76.4%
. 60.0%
Ty 80,1
I 61.0%
&

Lafayette County
Nevada County
Ouachita County

Union County

Figure 27: Household Computer Device Ownership (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)
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Households Without an Internet Subscription

In the United States there are more than 127 million households in occupied housing units, of which 10.1
percent are without an internet subscription (Figure 28). In the FACT Inc. service area, of the households
in occupied housing units, between 18.3 and 31.8 percent are without an internet subscription. Of the
households the FACT Inc. service area earning less than $20,000 a year, between 31.3 and 56.2 percent
do not have an internet subscription.

Households Without Internet by Income
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates
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Figure 28: Households Without Internet by Income (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)
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Community Library Connection

Libraries provide services to clients across the spectrum of age, income, and service needs. They may offer
access to computers and the internet, assistance with résumés, computer classes, child/youth story time,
and other services. According to Gallup, visiting the library was the most common activity of the American
public in 2019. The data collected by Gallup also shows that adults in lower income households visit
libraries at higher frequencies as libraries are “free and offer a variety of services, including Wi-Fi.” i

Once the COVID-19 vaccine became widely available and many libraries re-opened, some libraries hired
social workers to help provide social services to customers who may be homeless or need assistance
applying for jobs or social service benefits.

The American Library Association (ALA) publishes the State of America’s Libraries annually. This report
examines libraries in the public, academic, and school sectors. The ALA envisions libraries as community
partners for economic development. Per previous State of America’s Libraries Reports:

“Public libraries drive economic opportunity for their community members through skill
development and small business support. Nearly 90 percent of public libraries offer digital literacy
training programs, through which community members can learn résumé development and job
searching and gain new skills to aid in career advancement.”*i

In examination of the most recent State of America’s Libraries Report (2024), the focus has remained on
how local libraries can continue to provide innovative services to their communities. Examples include the
Cleveland Public Libraries’ Neighborhood Housing Court kiosks, providing accessibility for individuals to
housing court, as access to the main courthouse can be difficult. Penn State University Libraries has
opened three sensory rooms on campus for neurodivergent students, and Spartanburg County Public
Libraries started a Bags for Hope program for local residents who were struggling with food insecurity. >V
Head Start and Early Head Start programs may find that developing partnerships with local libraries can
greatly benefit the children and families they serve.

The Institute of Museum and Library Services is an organization that supports museums and libraries through grants, research, and policy
development. Through data collection, it maintains a Library Search and Compare function that allows the public to search for libraries by
state, city, rural area, suburb, or town. This search also allows users to research programs provided by individual libraries, populations served,
and number of visitors to individual libraries.

Institute of Museum and Library Services, https://www.imls.gov/search-compare/

Local public library access and services vary per state and county. The Arkansas State Library offers a Public
Library Directory that makes it possible to search for all local public libraries across the state.* The
directory contains a list of public libraries across the state with links to their contact information and a
link to their website. Services include internet and wireless access, copier, fax and printing services.
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Transportation

Vehicle Ownership

Based on census data, 10.6 million households in occupied housing units in the United States, or 8.3
percent, do not have access to a vehicle. Of the total workforce over the age of 16 living in households,
6.7 million, or 4.3 percent, do not have access to a vehicle (Table 51). In the FACT Inc. service area,
between 1.8 and 9.1 percent of households in occupied housing do not own a vehicle, and between 0.2
and 4.4 percent of the workforce do not own a vehicle.

Households and Workforce Without Access to a Vehicle
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

Households Without Access to a Vehicle Total Workforce (Age 16+ in Households)

Without Access to a Vehicle

United States 10,602,826 8.3% 6,778,862 4.3%
Arkansas 70,292 5.9% 27,743 2.1%
Calhoun County 28 1.8% 10 0.6%
Columbia County 290 3.5% 146 1.7%
Dallas County 140 5.8% 34 1.3%
Hempstead County 596 8.0% 43 0.6%
Lafayette County 193 7.5% 46 2.2%
Nevada County 80 2.4% 7 0.2%
Ouachita County 778 9.1% 372 4.4%
Union County 879 5.8% 393 2.5%

Table 51: Households and Workforce Without Access to a Vehicle (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)

Travel to Work

In the United States more than
half, or 57.8 percent, of recorded
aggregated travel time to work

Travel from Residence to Work
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

was to an employment location _ I 57.83%
L i United States —————— 36.1%
within the county of residence, 6.1% =%
e A%
H i I
approximately one-third, or 36.1 Arkansas . 36.6%
H I 35.7%
percent, of travel time to work Calhoun County  EEEE———— 62.6%
was spent traveling to an — 3,37
. . Col bia C t | .29
employment location outside the oHmbiaounty Trss %
. E— 32.2% m In Count
county of residence, and 6.1 Dallas County E———— 67.8% nouny
) 0.0% !
percent was outside the state of = eo— 5% = Outside County
empstea oun | .
residence. - e 13.9% ’ Outside State

Lafayette County I————— 40.3%

In the FACT Inc. service area, —
|
between 19 and 79.4 percent of Nevada County 6.0% 747%
. L , EE—— 49.5%
travel time to work was within the Ouachita County IS 46.1%
4.5%
county, between 11. 1 and 74.7 —— 70 4%

i Union County mmm 11.1%
percent was outside the county, 9.5%

and between 0 and 27.1 percent

was outside the state. Figure 29: Travel from Residence to Work (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)
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Means of Transportation to Work

In the United States, of the  Means of Transportation to Work: Drove Alone

more than 156 million people Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

. Total Workforce Drove Alone
in the workforce, 70.6 percent  u\o 4 syates 156,116,469 110,229,451 70.6%
drove to work alone (Table  Arkansas 1,302,328 1,041,081 79.9%
52), Calhoun County 1,801 1,479 82.1%
Columbia County 8,563 7,285 85.1%
In the FACT Inc. service area, Dallas County 2,520 2,106 83.6%
between 82.1 and 86.8 Hempstead County 7,467 6,410 85.8%
percent of the Working Lafayette County 2,113 1,784 84.4%
. Nevada County 3,046 2,550 83.7%
population drove to work g hita County 8,430 7,314 86.8%
alone. Union County 15,949 13,572 85.1%

Table 52: Means of Transportation to Work: Drove Alone (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)

Of the population that did not
drive alone to work in the
United States and Arkansas,

Means of Transportation to Work: Other
Source: ACS 5-Year Estimates

85 and 9.7 percent, S 3.5%
. ) . 19%
respectively, carpooled. In the United States 200
. 13.5%
FACT Inc. service area, EE— 0.7% ’
- 11%
between 6.8 and 15.2 percent Arkansas 0%/3/
. 0
|
of the workforce carpooled to Z.7% .
= 1.1% ’
work. Calhoun County _0.0%. .
] 015"
In United States and Arkansas, i B Carpooled
3.5 and 0.2 percent of the Colimela ez [T
. — 3.4% . .
workforce, correspondingly, T 8.7% lTachb, Motorcycle, Bicycle,
. . . 2.7% or Other Means
uses public transportation to prles @iy FOZE
: Public T tati
travel to work. In the FACT Inc. — T upic Transportation
. B 0.59
service area, between 0and 1  Hempstead County ??13%’ —_——
.57/0 alke
percent of the workforce m—2.6% 5%
. (]
1 H s 2.9%
commutes to work via public i Gy 0.010/030/ 0 ® Worked from Home
transportation. = 15%
14.3%
0.1%
Nevada County 013.5;%
B 0.7%
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N
Ouachita County 0.0% o
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. I 0.4%
Union County 0.0%
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Figure 30: Means of Transportation to Work: Other (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)
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In the United States and Arkansas, it takes approximately 26.6 and 22.3 minutes, respectively, for workers,
ages 16+, to commute to work (Table 53). Travel to work using a vehicle (combining driving alone and
carpooling) is approximately 26 and 22.4 minutes, correspondingly, while the travel time to work using
public transportation (excluding taxicabs) is 49.7 and 31.1 minutes, respectively. Those who indicated
walking to work spend an average of 12.4 and 10.6 minutes, correspondingly, commuting to work. Data
was not available for all counties within the FACT Inc. service area.

Aggregate Travel Time by Means of Transportation
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

Total Aggregate Car, Truck, or Public Walked Other Means
Time Van Transportation

United States 26.6 26.0 49.7 12.4 26.7
Arkansas 22.3 22.4 31.1 10.6 28.6
Columbia County 21.9 22.8 10.6 4.0 15.6
Hempstead County 23.5 23.5 14.0 39.0 11.8
Ouachita County 21.2 21.5 2.1 111
Union County 19.2 19.3 37.8 12.1 12.7

Table 53: Aggregate Travel Time to Work (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)
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Public Transportation
According to the American Public Transportation Association (APTA), approximately 45 percent of the U.S.
population does not have access to public transportation. i

The following are search tools for available public transportation resources in the United States and the
FACT, Inc. service area:

e The search engine US Bus Station provides information about bus routes, bus stops, and
bus companies per state and county.

e The American Public Transportation Association (APTA) offers information on “all modes
of public transportation, including bus, paratransit, light rail, commuter rail, subways,
waterborne services, and intercity and high-speed passenger rail.” i

e Central Arkansas Development Council The Central Arkansas Development Council (CADC)
offers low-cost public transportation services to the general public, and non-emergency medical
transportation by request: Calhoun, Columbia, Dallas, Hempstead, Lafayette, Nevada, Ouachita,
and Union Counties.

A lack of proper city planning and the outward expansion of cities without resource allocation to improve the public transportation sector
has led to a public transit system that does not serve its residents. Public transit systems either do not get residents where they need to go,
or they multiply commute times. Vehicle ownership can be a catch-22 for those in poverty, necessary to travel to a job, while a job is necessary
to afford a vehicle. Transit systems often cite the lack of ridership as a reason to cut costs or limit location services; however, the lack of
these basic offerings are often the reason residents do not use transit services, as they do not meet their needs.

In the United States, public transportation is seen more as a social welfare issue rather than a basic right, leading to a political divide.
Furthermore, with individual cities and states often tasked with budgeting and planning their own transit systems, voting based on these
perceptions leads to transit offerings where they are the least needed: often to more affluent and liberal areas, where there are more likely
to be vehicle-owners, rather than to lower income communities.

Experts recommend cities make public transportation cheaper, easier, and more attractive, invest in electric buses, and impose more fees
for car usage such as increased parking costs, reinvesting those funds into improving public transit systems. The public can voice concerns
and exhort the federal government to regulate public transportation and make it available to all.

Sustainable America, Why Doesn’t the U.S. Have Better Public Transportation? https://sustainableamerica.org/blog/why-doesnt-the-us-have-better-public-
transportation/#:~:text=There%20are%20some%20claims%20that,0f%20suburbs%20we%20know%20today
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Disabilities

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
The nation’s special education law is called the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, or IDEA. IDEA
defines the term “child with a disability” in order to make special education and related services available
to children with disabilities in public schools and Head Start programs. That definition includes specific
disability terms, which are also defined by IDEA.*ii Based on data collected from the IDEA Data Center,
1,256 infants and toddlers, ages 0 through 2, were served by early intervention programs in Arkansas,
accounting for 1.2 percent of the birth through age 2 population. In the United States, 4 percent of the
population, ages 0 through 2, is served under IDEA Part C programs (Table 54),xix

IDEA Part C: Early Intervention, Ages 0-2 (2022-23)

Source: Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

Birthto 1

Year

U.S. and Outlying Areas 46,794
Arkansas 243

133,883

1to2 2to3
Years Years
260,838

565 448

Total Served Birth
Through 2 Years

441,515

1,256

Percentage of Population,!
Birth Through 2 Years

4.0%
1.2%

1 percentage of population = Number of infants and toddlers, birth through age 2, served under IDEA Part C, divided by the

estimated U.S. resident population, birth through age 2, multiplied by 100.

Table 54: IDEA Part C: Early Intervention, Ages 0-2 (2022-23)

“The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) is a law that makes a free and appropriate public education available to

eligible children with disabilities throughout the nation and ensures special education and related services to those children.

“IDEA governs how states and public agencies provide early intervention, special education, and related services to more than 6.5 million
eligible infants, toddlers, children, and youth with disabilities.

“Infants and toddlers, birth through age 2, with disabilities and their families receive early intervention services under IDEA Part C. Children
and youth, ages 3 through 21, receive special education and related services under IDEA Part B.”

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, https://sites.ed.gov/idea/about-idea/

As reported by the IDEA Data Center, during the 2022-23 school year, 9,925 children, ages 3 to 5, received
special education assistance in Arkansas. The largest group of children received special education for
autism, followed by specific learning disabilities (Table 55). Note: Approximately 240 school districts in
Arkansas do not report any early childhood disabilities; data available for the FACT, Inc. service area is

available in the table below.

IDEA Part B: Assistance for All Children with Disabilities, Ages 3-5 (2022-23)
Source: Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

Hempstead
u.s., County
Outlyi Ark

u Ar:;i rkansas Southwest

Ark. Coop

All Disabilities 535,392 9,925 253

Developmental Delay 81,082 416 *

Spee?h or Language 135 0 0
Impairments

Autism 241,715 6,486 196
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Ouachita
County

South Central
Service Coop

234
10

0
169

Ouachita
County
Camden
Fairview School
District

55

*

0
35

Union County

Smackover-
Norphlet
School District
14

*

0

*
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IDEA Part B: Assistance for All Children with Disabilities, Ages 3-5 (2022-23)
Source: Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

u.s.,
Outlying
Areas
Other Health Impairments 333
Intellectual Disabilities 5,045
Hearing Impairments 6,088
Multiple Disabilities 3,815
Orthopedic Impairments 2,366
Visual Impairments 12,441
Traumatic Brain Injury 307
Specific Learning
Disabilities 175,254
Emotional Disturbance 595
Deaf-Blindness 1,380

* Data suppressed due to small cell size.

Hempstead
County
Arkansas
Southwest
Ark. Coop
0 0
24 0
0 0
33 *
16 0
49 0
0 0
2,887 48
2 0
12 0

Table 55: IDEA Part B: Child Count, Ages 3-5 (2022-23)
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Health and Wellness
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION
“Many factors combined affect the health of individuals and communities. Whether a person is healthy or unhealthy is determined by
his/her circumstances and environment. To a large extent, factors such as where we live, the state of our environment, genetics, our income

and education level, and our relationships with friends and family all have considerable impact on health, whereas the more commonly
considered factors such as access and use of health care services often have less of an impact.

The determinants of health include:
. the social and economic environment,

. the physical environment, and
. the person’s individual characteristics and behaviors.

The context of people’s lives determines their health, and so blaming individuals for having poor health or crediting them for good health is
inappropriate. Individuals are unlikely to be able to directly control many of the determinants of health. These determinants—or things that
make people healthy or not—include the above factors, and many others:

Income and social status — higher income and social status are linked to better health. The greater the gap between the richest and poorest
people, the greater the differences in health.

Education — low education levels are linked with poor health, more stress and lower self-confidence.

Physical environment — safe water and clean air, healthy workplaces, safe houses, communities and roads all contribute to good health.
Employment and working conditions — people in employment are healthier, particularly those who have more control over their working
conditions.

Social support networks — greater support from families, friends and communities is linked to better health.

Culture — customs and traditions, and the beliefs of the family and community all affect health.

Genetics — inheritance plays a part in determining lifespan, healthiness and the likelihood of developing certain illnesses.

Personal behavior and coping skills — balanced eating, keeping active, smoking, drinking, and how we deal with life’s stresses and challenges
all affect health.

Health services — access and use of services that prevent and treat disease influences health.

Gender — men and women suffer from different types of diseases at different ages.”
World Health Organization, https://www.who.int/

Environmental Factors

Safe water and clean air are critical environmental factors that contribute to the health and well-being of
a community. The United States Environmental Protection Agency’s mission is to protect health and the
environment. EPA provides information and data on a wide range of environmental subjects, such as air
and water quality. Through MyEnvironment information can be found on numerous environmental
subjects per location.

Drinking Water Quality
The Safe.Dr'mkmg Wa.ter Act 'reqU|re§ st'ates to Drinking Water Violations Include:
report drlnklng water information perlodlcally to e “Failed to follow established monitoring and reporting schedules

the United States Environmental Protection e Failed to comply with mandated treatment techniques
e Violated any Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs)

Agm (EPA)' Data on pUbllc water systems by e Failed to communicate required information to their customers”
state, county, city, or town can be found through

the Safe Drinking Water Information System
(SDWIS) Federal Reporting Systems.

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Epa.gov
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According to data retrieved from SDWIS, in Arkansas there are more than 4,900 public water facilities, of
which 478 serve the populations in the FACT Inc. service area. The table below contains the breakdown
by county of facilities, violations, and site visits for the F.A.C.T, Inc. service area. As of the first quarter of
2025, notably, Hempstead County’s 62 facilities, 1.3 percent of the state total, received 91 site visits,
which recorded 706 violations (3.6 percent of the state total).*

Public Water Systems (2025)
Source: Safe Drinking Water Information System (SDWIS)

Population Served Number and Percentage of State Total
Count Facilities Site Visits Violations
Arkansas 3,577,603 X 4,928 X 7,764 X 19,672 X
Calhoun County 6,733 0.2% 34 0.7% 60 0.8% 64 0.3%
Columbia County 23,395 0.7% 79 1.6% 118 1.5% 316 1.6%
Dallas County 8,885 0.2% 31 0.6% 45 0.6% 99 0.5%
Hempstead County 18,144 0.5% 62 1.3% 91 1.2% 706 3.6%
Lafayette County 6,146 0.2% 36 0.7% 67 0.9% 131 0.7%
Nevada County 7,660 0.2% 21 0.4% 44 0.6% 128 0.7%
Ouachita County 24,197 0.7% 47 1.0% 85 1.1% 256 1.3%
Union County 39,541 1.1% 168 3.4% 205 2.6% 413 2.1%

Table 56: Public Water Systems (2025)

Contaminants in Your Drinking Water?

The Environmental Working Group (EWG) offers information on water utilities that serve communities based on data collected through the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). For each utility, data are provided on contaminants found in water exceeding the EWG
guidelines. To explore the data on the quality of water in a specific community, enter the zip code via the link below.

Environmental Working Group, https://www.ewg.org/tapwater/

Air Quality
Air agencies provide additional information about the air quality in an area using a uniform reporting
system and Air Quality Index (AQl).

Air Quality Index (AQl) Values

Numerical AQl Levels of Meaning

Value Health Concern
0-50 Good Air quality is considered satisfactory, and air pollution poses little or no risk.
51-100 Moderate Air quality is acceptable; however, for some pollutants theﬁe may t?e a motiierate health concern
for a very small number of people who are unusually sensitive to air pollution.
101-150 Unhealthy for Members of sensitive groups may experience health effects. The general public is not likely to be
Sensitive Groups affected.
Everyone may begin to experience health effects; members of sensitve groups may experience
151-200 Unhealthy v . v bes P group vexp
more serious health effects.
201-300 Very Unhealthy Health alert: everyone may experience some serious health effects.
301-500 Hazardous Health warnings of emergency conditions. The entire population is more likely to be affected.

United States Environmental Protection Agency, https://www.epa.gov/outdoor-air-quality-data/air-data-basic-information
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“The AQI focuses on health effects that may be experienced within hours or days after exposure to
polluted air. It uses a normalized scale from 0 to 500: the higher the AQl value, the greater the level of
pollution and the greater the health concern.”t

According to the annual summary data of 2023 by the EPA, Union County was the only one in the FACT
Inc. service area with recorded data. In Union County there were 119 days in 2023 with an assigned air
quality index value. Of those days, 49.6 percent were rated as “good days,” 49.6 percent were rated as
“moderate days,” and 1 day as “unhealthy for sensitive groups.” For context, in Los Angeles County,
California, only 11.2 percent of days with an AQl were calculated as “good days,” 64.9 percent calculated
as “moderate days,” and 14.2 percent (52 days) as “unhealthy for sensitive groups.”
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Health Insurance and Access to Care

Population Without Health Insurance
Based on census data, 8.6 percent of the United States “Civilian noninstitutional population: Persons 16 years of

civilian noninstitutional population lacks health insurance. | age and older residing in the 50 states and the District of
Columbia, who are not inmates of institutions (e.g., penal

Arkansas reports an even higher percentage of the and mental facilities, homes for the aged), and who are
population that lacks health insurance, 9 percent (Figure | M°tonactivedutyinthe Armed Forces.”

31). In the FACT Inc. service area, between 4.7 and 10.1 U-S. Department of Labor, https://www.dol.gov/
percent of the population lacks health insurance.

In the FACT Inc. service area, between 1.7 and 21.8 percent of children, ages 6 to 18, and between 0 and
6.9 percent of children under the age of 6 lack health insurance.

Population Without Health Insurance
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

]
United States I 5.8%
Arkansas IS 6.1%

Calhoun County e 21.8%

2.2%
) I 6.6% . o
Columbia County s 1.7% . M Total Civilian Non-Institutionalized
I 7;.9/0 Population
. 0
Dallas County mmmmm 1.99
unty i 1.9% M Ages 6-18
I 10.1%
Hempstead County EEEEEE———— 7.4%
2.2% Und
I 3 6% pecpt
Lafayette County I 7.2%
6.9%
I 6.2%
Nevada County IS 3.2%
6.1%

Ouachita County I—— 4 8%

Union County mmmmmm 2.3%

Figure 31: Population Without Health Insurance Coverage (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)

Health Professional Shortage Areas

The Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) provides data on health care programs that
provide health care to people who are geographically isolated and economically or medically vulnerable.
One of the datasets reports on Health Professional Shortage Areas, or HPSAs. The three categories
measured within HPSAs are primary care, dental health care, and mental health care. To be considered a
primary care HPSA, the population-to-provider ratio must be 3,500:1, a dental health care HPSA has a
population-to-provider ratio of 5,000:1, and a mental health care HPSA must have a population-to-
psychiatrist ratio of 30,000:1. HPSA designations can be determined as follows: ™
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e Ageographic location (a county or service area) with a shortage of providers for the entire population
in that area,

e A population group within a geographic area (for example: low-income population, Medicaid-eligible
population, migrant population, homeless population) with a shortage of providers,

e Orafacility (for example: comprehensive health center, correctional facility, federally qualified health
center or other public facility) with a shortage of providers.

In the FACT Inc. service area, there are 35 HPSAs, 13 primary care HPSAs, nine dental health HPSAs, and
13 mental health HPSAs (Table 57). Nine of the HPSAs are low-income HPSAs. This designation indicates
that the population earning less than 200 percent of the federal poverty level is underserved i One HPSA

is a Federally Qualified Health Center.

Health Professional Shortage Areas (January 2025)
Source: Health Resources Service Administration

County HPSA HPSA Name Designation Type HPSA
Discipline Designation
Class Last Update
Primary Care Calhoun County Geographic HPSA 05/03/2022
Primary Care Cabun Rural Health Services, Inc. Federally Qualified Health Center ~ 09/11/2021
Calhoun Dental Health Cabun Rural Health Services, Inc. Federally Qualified Health Center ~ 09/11/2021
County Dental Health LI - Calhoun County HPSA Population 09/10/2021
Mental Health  El Dorado Catchment Area High Needs Geographic HPSA 09/10/2021
Mental Health  Cabun Rural Health Services, Inc. Federally Qualified Health Center ~ 09/11/2021
Columbia Primary Care LI - Columbia County HPSA Population 10/18/2024
County Mental Health ~ El Dorado Catchment Area High Needs Geographic HPSA 09/10/2021
Primary Care LI-Dallas County HPSA Population 09/10/2021
Dallas County Medical Center Family
Primary Care Clinic Rural Health Clinic 10/05/2023
Dallas Dallas County Medical Center Family
County Dental Health  Clinic Rural Health Clinic 10/05/2023
Mental Health  El Dorado Catchment Area High Needs Geographic HPSA 09/10/2021
Dallas County Medical Center Family
Mental Health  Clinic Rural Health Clinic 10/05/2023
Primary Care LI - Hempstead County HPSA Population 04/10/2023
Hempstead Primary Care Access Medical Clinic Arkansas LLC Rural Health Clinic 09/30/2021
County Dental Health  Access Medical Clinic Arkansas LLC Rural Health Clinic 09/30/2021
Mental Health LI Texarkana Catchment Area HPSA Population 09/10/2021
Mental Health ~ Access Medical Clinic Arkansas LLC Rural Health Clinic 09/30/2021
Lafayette Primary Care Lafayette County High Needs Geographic HPSA 03/06/2024
@) Dental Health LI - Lafayette County HPSA Population 05/04/2022
Mental Health LI Texarkana Catchment Area HPSA Population 09/10/2021
Nevada Primary Care LI - Nevada County HPSA Population 04/25/2022
County Dental Health LI - Nevada County HPSA Population 09/10/2021
Mental Health  El Dorado Catchment Area High Needs Geographic HPSA 09/10/2021
Primary Care Access Medical Clinic Arkansas LLC Rural Health Clinic 11/05/2024
Primary Cary LI - Ouachita County HPSA Population 05/03/2022
Ouachita Dental Health LI - Ouachita County HPSA Population 09/10/2021
County Dental Health ~ Access Medical Clinic Arkansas LLC Rural Health Clinic 11/05/2024
Mental Health  El Dorado Catchment Area High Needs Geographic HPSA 09/10/2021
Mental Health  Access Medical Clinic Arkansas LLC Rural Health Clinic 11/05/2024
Primary Care Access Medical Clinic Arkansas LLC Rural Health Clinic 12/16/2022
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Health Professional Shortage Areas (January 2025)
Source: Health Resources Service Administration

County HPSA HPSA Name Designation Type HPSA
Discipline Designation
Class Last Update

Union Primary Care LI - Union County HPSA Population 05/11/2022

County Dental Health ~ Access Medical Clinic Arkansas LLC Rural Health Clinic 12/16/2022
Mental Health ~ El Dorado Catchment Area High Needs Geographic HPSA 09/10/2021
Mental Health  Access Medical Clinic Arkansas LLC Rural Health Clinic 12/16/2022

LI = Low Income HPSA
Table 57: Health Professional Shortage Areas (January 2025)

Dentist-to-Population Ratio

As per the 2025 County Health Rankings (utilizing 2022 data), in Arkansas there were 1,490 dentists, of
which there were 10 in Columbia County, two in Dallas County, seven in Hempstead County, 10 in
Ouachita County, and 17 in Union County. The state’s ratio of dentists to residents was 1 to 2,044; the
most notable service area ratio was in Dallas County, which had 1 dentist per 3,096 residents (Table 58).

Dentists: Number and Ratio (2022)
Source: 2025 County Health Rankings

Number Ratio
Arkansas 1,490 1:2044
Calhoun County * *
Columbia County 10 1:2222
Dallas County 2 1:3096
Hempstead County 7 1:2779
Lafayette County S &
Nevada County * *
Ouachita County 10 1:2205
Union County 17 1:2221

Note: *Unreliable or missing data
Table 58: Dentists: Number and Ratio (2022)

Find a Dentist

InsureKidsNow.gov provides information on free- or low-cost health and dental coverage for children and
teenagers through Medicaid and/or the Children’s Health Insurance Program. To find a pediatric dentist
who accepts Medicaid and CHIP, use the Dentist Locator.
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Mental Health

Reliable and consistent mental health assessment data on a county level does not exist. However, there
are several resources that provide useful information within a constrained scope. The Substance Abuse
and Mental Health Service Administration (SAMHSA) contains behavioral health data, including the
“prevalence of mental illness and substance use disorders, behavioral health service provision and use,
and evaluation data.” Mental Health America (MHA) collects data from their “free, anonymous, clinically
validated mental health screens,” providing valuable information on mental health, access, and
treatment.

Accordlng to the 2021-22 National Survev on “The National Survey on Drug Use and Health (NSDUH), conducted
Drug Use and Health (NSDUH), conducted by annually by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Service Administration (SAMHSA), provides nationally representative data on

.. . . . the use of tobacco, alcohol, and drugs; substance use disorders; mental
Administration (SAM HSA)' in the United States health issues; and receipt of substance use and mental health treatment

58.9 million people over the age of 18 were among the civilian, noninstitutionalized population, aged 12 or older, in

reported to have a mental illness (23 1 percent the United States. NSDUH estimates allow researchers, clinicians,
. policymakers, and the general public to better understand and improve
of the total population over the age of 18). In | {he nation’s behavioral health.”

Arkansas more than 546,000 individuals have Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA),
been diagnosed Wlth a mental i“neSS (239 https://www.samhsa.gov/data/data-we-collect/nsduh-national-survey-drug-use-and-

health
percent of the total population over 18).

The MHA has developed state rankings based on the prevalence of mental illness and access to mental
health care. States ranked 1-13 have a lower prevalence of mental illness and “relatively more access to
insurance and mental health treatment.”™" The higher the ranking, the higher the prevalence of mental
illness and lack of access to care. The table below illustrates the top and bottom ranked states for adult
ranking, youth ranking, prevalence of mental illness, access to care, and the overall ranking. Arkansas
ranks 24" in prevalence of mental illness, but its overall ranking is even higher due to the lack of access
to care and high ranking for youth with mental illness.

Mental Health: Ranking the States (2023)
Source: Mental Health Association
Prevalence of

Adult Ranking Youth Ranking Mental lliness Access to Care Overall Ranking

Top Ranked Stat District of . . .
(10)p T Kentucky Columbia Georgia Vermont Wisconsin
Bottom Ranked

State (51*) Kansas Oregon Oregon Texas Kansas
Arkansas Ranking 20 43 24 41 31

* The MHA ranks the mental health prevalence and access of the 50 states in the United States as well as the District of Columbia.
Table 59: Mental Health: Ranking the States (2023)
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Immunizations
“Vaccination is an important part of keeping children healthy and protected from potentially serious diseases like measles and whooping

cough. CDC’s recommended immunization schedule helps protect children from 14 serious diseases by the time they reach 2 years old.

“Local, state, and federal health departments use surveys and other data sources such as immunization information systems (IISs) to estimate
vaccination coverage (the proportion of children receiving vaccinations) and identify where additional efforts are needed to increase

vaccination coverage.”
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), https://www.cdc.gov/

ChildVaxView, created by Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), provides national, regional,
state, and selected local area vaccination coverage estimates for 2-year-old and 3-year-old children by
birth year using interactive maps, trend lines, bar charts, and data tables.*"

According to Childhood Vaccination Coverage Trend Report, in Arkansas 58.9 percent of 2-year-olds born
in 2021 completed the Combined 7-series vaccination coverage, compared with 66.1 percent of 2-year-
olds in the United States. For 3-year-olds, the percentage was lower for Arkansas than the United States
at 64.8 versus 72.2 percent. (Data was not available at county level.) For more information on specific
vaccinations administered by age, visit ChildVaxView.

Arkansas Immunization Action Coalition tracks immunizations rates for children from 19 months to 17
years across the state of Arkansas. The table below shows the percentage of children, ages 19-35 months,
in the FACT service area, who were up to date with their combined 7-series immunizations in 2024. The
percentages ranged from 44.4 percent in Lafayette County to 67.9 percent in Dallas County.XV

Combined 7-Series Immunizations, Ages 19-35 months (2024)
Source: Arkansas Immunization Action Coalition
Percentage Up to Date

Calhoun County 57.1%
Columbia County 53.6%
Dallas County 67.9%
Hempstead County 52.0%
Lafayette County 44.4%
Nevada County 59.5%
Ouachita County 56.3%
Union County 60.6%

Table 60: Combined 7-Series Immunizations (2024)
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Prevalent Health Problems

Obesity

According to The State of Obesity: Better Policies for a Healthier America 2024, Arkansas has the 3™
highest adult obesity rate in the nation, 40 percent.®V Highest rates of obesity were seen for those ages
45-64 (45.3 percent) and among Black residents (48.2 percent). The report also includes data from 2020
about WIC participants, ages 2-4, which indicated that 13.9 percent were identified as obese.

Diabetes and Hypertension

According to The State of Obesity: Better Policies for a Healthier America 2024, the most common obesity-
related diseases reported are diabetes and hypertension. In Arkansas in 2024, 14.8 percent of the adult
population had diabetes, and 43.2 percent had hypertension (2023) ranking Arkansas 6% and 5%,
respectively, in the nation. Vi

Oral Health

The National Survey of Children’s Health from the Data Resource Center for Child & Adolescent Health
provides national and state data on a variety of health-related subjects pertinent to children and families.
According to the 2023 survey, in the United States 78.6 percent of parents or guardians indicated the
condition of their children’s teeth was “excellent or very good,” 15.7 percent rated the condition as
“good,” and 5.7 percent rated the condition as “fair or poor” (Table 61). In Arkansas, according to
respondents’ answers, children had a lower “excellent or very good” rating, at 77.1 percent, and a higher
“good” rating, at 16.9 percent; they also had a higher “fair or poor” rating at 6 percent.

The survey also released respondents’ data on children’s oral health (toothaches, bleeding gums, decayed
teeth, or cavities); 13.7 and 13 percent of the respondents in the United States and Arkansas,
correspondingly, indicated their children had one or more oral health problems.

National Survey of Children's Health (2023)
Source: Data Resource Center for Child & Adolescent Health

How would you describe the condition of this child’s teeth, age 1-17 years? United States Arkansas
Excellent or Very Good 78.6% 77.1%
Good 15.7% 16.9%
Fair or Poor 5.7% 6.0%

During the past 12 months, has this child had oral health problems such as United States Arkansas

toothaches, bleeding gums, decayed teeth, or cavities, age 1-17 years?

One or More Oral Health Problems 13.7% 13.0%
No Oral Health Problems 86.3% 87.0%

Table 61: National Survey on Children’s Health (2023)
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Leading Causes of Death
According to data gathered from CDC Wonder in 2023, the top two leading causes of death in the United
States and Arkansas were diseases of the heart and malignant neoplasms (cancer).

Table 62 illustrates the top leading causes of death (sorted by state rank), as well as the death rates per
100,000 residents.

Leading Causes of Death Rates per 100,000 Residents (2023)
Source: CDC Wonder

Top 5 Leading Causes of Death Rate per 100,000
United States Diseases of Heart 203.3
Malignant Neoplasms 183.1
Accidents (Unintentional Injuries) 66.5
Cerebrovascular Diseases 48.6
Chronic Lower Respiratory Diseases 43.4
Arkansas Diseases of heart 275.2
Malignant neoplasms 216.9
Chronic lower respiratory diseases 76.0
Accidents (unintentional injuries) 63.3
Cerebrovascular diseases 60.4
Calhoun County Diseases of heart *
Chronic lower respiratory diseases *
Malignant neoplasms *
Columbia County Diseases of heart 266.4
Malignant neoplasms 149.0
Chronic lower respiratory diseases 90.3
Accidents (unintentional injuries) *
Alzheimer disease *
Dallas County Diseases of heart 339.5
Malignant neoplasms *
Hempstead County Diseases of heart 413.6
Malignant neoplasms 279.2
Chronic lower respiratory diseases 124.1
Accidents (unintentional injuries) &
Cerebrovascular diseases *
Lafayette County Diseases of heart 607.1
Malignant neoplasms *
Nevada County Malignant neoplasms 381.8
Diseases of heart 283.3
Alzheimer disease *
Ouachita County Diseases of heart 325.8
Malignant neoplasms 229.4
Diabetes mellitus 142.2
Chronic lower respiratory diseases 105.5
Cerebrovascular diseases 105.5
Union County Diseases of heart 385.1
Malignant neoplasms 238.0
Chronic lower respiratory diseases 90.9
Accidents (unintentional injuries) 88.2
Cerebrovascular diseases 80.2

*Unreliable
Table 62: Leading Causes of Death (2023)
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Top Two Leading Causes of Death Rates per 100,000 Residents (2023)
Source: CDC Wonder

I 203.3
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I 275.2
I 216.9
— 266.4
. 149.0

I ——— 339.5

United States
Arkansas
Columbia County
Dallas County
Hempstead County
Lafayette County

Nevada County

I 325.8
S 2294

I ——— 385.1
I 238.0
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M Diseases of the Heart W Malignant Neoplasms (Cancer)

Figure 32: Leading Causes of Death (2023)

www.insightsbymyo.com



http://www.insightsbymyo.com/

2025 Community Assessment: FACT, Inc.
MODULE 3: What are the characteristics of the community(ies) served?
Health and Wellness

Maternal and Infant Health

Note: Maternal and infant health data for this community assessment come from a variety of sources.
National and state data was collected from the CDC Wonder Natality Statistics; no county-level data is
available. Maternal and infant health data for the FACT, Inc. service area was collected from Aspire
Arkansas, March of Dimes Peri Stats, and the Arkansas Department of Health.

Teen Pregnancy

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention offers natality statistics via its public health data
repository, Wide-ranging Online Data for Epidemiologic Research (WONDER). Of the more than 3.5 million
births in the United States in 2023, more than 140,000 births were to teens, ages 15-19, 3.9 percent of
total births. In Arkansas, of 35,264 total births, 2,436, or 6.9 percent, were to teens, ages 15-19.

Teen Births, Ages 15-19 (2023)
Source: CDC Wonder Natality Statistics

Total Births Teen Births Teen Births Percentage
United States 3,596,017 140,977 3.9%
Arkansas 35,264 2,436 6.9%

Table 63: Teen Births (2023)

For county level data on teen birth rates in Arkansas, the Arkansas Community Foundation, a statewide
charitable organization that provides resources to support health and community initiatives, works with
Aspire Arkansas to provide this data.** The table below contains data about teen birth counts and rates
for the FACT, Inc. service area.!

Teen Births Counts and Rates per 1,000 females, Ages 15-19 (2022)
Source: Aspire Arkansas

Count Rate per 1,000
Calhoun County * *
Columbia County 12 11
Dallas County 12 73
Hempstead County 30 48
Lafayette County * *
Nevada County 13 54
Ouachita County 26 38
Union County 40 34

Note: *Counts less than 10 were suppressed
Table 64: Teen Births, County Level (2022)

Prenatal Health Care

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention natality statistics, of the more than 3.5 million
births in the U.S. in 2023, 80,056 were to women who did not receive prenatal care, 2.2 percent of total
births. In Arkansas, of 35,364 births, 1,026, or 2.9 percent, were to women who did not receive prenatal
care.
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No Prenatal Care (2023)
Source: CDC Wonder Natality Statistics

Total Births No Prenatal Visits Percent No Prenatal Visits
United States 3,596,017 80,056 2.2%
Arkansas 35,264 1,026 2.9%

Table: No Prenatal Care (2023)

According to Aspire Arkansas, Early Prenatal Care measures “the number of births to women who initiated
prenatal care during the first trimester of pregnancy (before 13 weeks’ gestation), expressed as a
percentage of a live births.”" In the FACT, Inc. service area, the percentage of women who started prenatal
care in the first trimester ranged from 58 percent in Ouachita County to 72 percent in Union County.

Early Prenatal Care (2022)
Source: Aspire Arkansas

Percentage
Arkansas 71%
Calhoun County 71%
Columbia County 67%
Dallas County 65%
Hempstead County 70%
Lafayette County 71%
Nevada County 67%
Ouachita County 58%
Union County 72%

Table 65: Early Prenatal Care, County Level (2022)

Low Birthweight Babies

Based on data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, of the more than 3.5 million births in
the United States in 2023, almost 260,000 were babies with low birthweight (7.2% of births), and almost
49,000 were babies with very low birthweight (1.4% of births). In Arkansas, 2,825 babies were born with
low birthweight (8 percent of births), and 574 babies were born with very low birthweight (1.6 percent of
births).

Babies with Low and Very Low Birthweight (2023)
Source: CDC Wonder Natality Statistics

Total Births Low Birthweight Percent Low Very Low Percent Very Low

Birthweight Birthweight Birthweight

United States 3,596,017 259,431 7.2% 48,832 1.4%
Arkansas 35,264 2,825 8.0% 574 1.6%

Table 66: Babies with Low and Very Low Birthweight (2023)

Per March of Dimes Peri Stats, using 2020-23 averages, in the FACT, Inc. service area, the percentages of
babies born with low birthweight ranged from 7.1 percent in Lafayette County to 14.8 percent in Nevada
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County. Not all Counties reported data on very low birthweight babies; however, of the counties reporting
data, the percentages ranged from 1.4 percent in Columbia County to 2.2 percent in Hempstead County."

Babies with Low Birthweight (2020-23) “Low birthweight is defined as less than 2500
Source: March of Dimes Peri Stats grams, or 5 % pounds. It is also common to
Percentage Low Percentage Very Low classify low birthweight births into moderately

Birthweight Birthweight low birthweight (1500-2499 grams) and very

Arkansas 9.5% 1.6% low birthweight (less than 1500 grams, or 3 1/3
Calhoun County 8.8% * pounds). These classifications are useful
Columbia County 9.2% 1.4% because they often correspond to clinical
Dallas County 8.4% € characteristics — increasing morbidities or

illnesses with decreasing birthweight. Babies

Hempstead County 11% 2.2% born too small are often born too soon. While
Lafayette County 7.1% * the causes of low birthweight and preterm birth
Nevada County 14.8% * may be different in some cases, there is
Ouachita County 10.4% 2.1% significant overlap within these populations of
Union County 8.8% 1.9% infants.”

Note: *No data reported
Table 67: Babies with Low and Very Low Birthweight, County Level (2020-23)

March of Dimes,
https://www.marchofdimes.org/peristats/Peristats.aspx

Infant Mortality

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention natality statistics in 2022, a total of 20,577
infant deaths were reported in the U.S., a rate of 5.6 per 1,000 live births. In Arkansas in 2022, a total of
272 infant deaths were reported, with a rate of 7.7 per 1,000 live births.

Infant Mortality (2022)
Source: CDC Wonder Natality Statistics
Infant Deaths Rate per 1,000 Live Births
United States 20,577 5.6
Arkansas 272 7.7
Table 68: Infant Mortality (2022)

The most recent data from the Arkansas Department of Health for infant mortality is 2012-2016; the table
below contains data for the FACT, Inc. service area. Infant mortality rates ranged from 3.1 per 1,000 live
births in Hempstead County to 10.3 per 1,000 live births in Union County."f

Infant Mortality (2012-2016) Fetal death: spontaneous intrauterine death of a fetus at any time
Source: Arkansas Department of Health during pregnancy.

Number Rate per 1,000 Perinatal death: death of an infant between 20 weeks gestation

live births through 27 days after birth.
Calhoun' County 1 4.1 Neonatal death: death of an infant less than 28 days old.
Columbia County 9 6.2 Postneonatal death: death of a newborn between 28 days and 1
Dallas County 3 7.9 year of age expressed per 1,000 live births.
Hempstead County S 3.1 Infant death: death of an infant under age 1.
Lafayette County 3 8.3
Nevada County 4 7.6 Centers for Disease Control, https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/births.htm
Ouachita County 9 6.3

Union County 27 10.3
Table 69: Infant Mortality, County Level (2012-16)
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Nutrition

The Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) is an agency of the United States Department of Agriculture established in 1969. FNS “works to end
hunger and obesity through the administration of 15 federal nutrition assistance programs including WIC, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP), and school meals.” The program’s mission is to “increase food security and reduce hunger by providing children and low-
income people access to food, a healthful diet and nutrition education in a way that supports American agriculture and inspires public
confidence. No American should have to go hungry.”

USDA Food and Nutrition Service, https://www.fns.usda.gov/about-fns

“SNAP provides nutrition benefits to supplement the food budget of needy families so they can purchase healthy food and move toward s
self-sufficiency.”
USDA Food and Nutrition Service, https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/supplemental-nutrition-assistance-program

“The Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) provides federal grants to states for supplemental
foods, health care referrals, and nutrition education for low-income pregnant, breastfeeding, and non-breastfeeding postpartum women,
and to infants and children up to age 5 who are found to be at nutritional risk.”

USDA Food and Nutrition Service, https://www.fns.usda.gov/wic

“The National School Lunch Program (NSLP) is a federally assisted meal program operating in public and nonprofit private schools and
residential child care institutions. It provides nutritionally balanced, low-cost or free lunches to children each school day. The program was
established under the National School Lunch Act, signed by President Harry Truman in 1946.”

USDA Food and Nutrition Service, https://www.fns.usda.gov/nslp

Public Assistance Programs

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
According to the USDA Food and Nutrition Service (FNS), there were more than 125,000 households in
Arkansas who received SNAP benefits in July 2023, of which 7,432 households received benefits in the
FACT Inc. service area; in Arkansas more than 237,000 people received SNAP benefits, of which 13,406
people received benefits in the FACT Inc. service area.

SNAP Recipients (July 2023) To match inflation and cost of living in the United States,

Source: USDA Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits
Households Persons increased by 12.5 percent in October 2023. Maximum

United States 21,849,172 41,105,872 allotments have also increased, and “a family of four in the
Arkansas 125,278 237,433 continental U.S. and Washington, D.C., will now be allowed a
Calhoun County 212 329 maximum of $973.” As cost of living is different across U.S.
Columbia County 1,343 2,446 states and territories, this amount may be higher for Alaska,
Dallas County 357 562 Hawaii, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Moreover, the
shelter cap value has increased from $624 in 2023 to $672 in

Hempstead County 1,063 2,056 2024. However, some eligibility requirements have changed.
Lafayette County 448 748 In order to receive SNAP benefits, able-bodied adults between
Nevada County 466 907 the ages of 51 and 52 who do not have dependents must show
Ouachita County 1,435 2,514 proof that they are training, in school, or actively working. In
Union County 2,108 3,844 October 2024, this eligibility age requirement for recipients to
Table 70: SNAP Recipients (July 2023) receive benefits without showing proof of work will be pushed

to age 54.

ABC News, SNAP Benefits Increase as Eligibility Requirements Change Through
2024. https://abcnews.go.com/GMA/Food/snap-benefits-increase-eligibility-
requirements-change-2024/story?id=103657033
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Women, Infants, and Children (WIC)

The special supplemental nutrition program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) is a federal program
providing support to low-income pregnant, nursing, and non-nursing postpartum women and children,
ages 0to 5. The program is designed to provide supplemental foods, nutrition education, and referrals for
health care services. According to 2024 data, more than 6.7 million women and children participated in
WIC programs nationwide, up 2 percent from 2023. In Arkansas almost 62,949 women and children
participated in WIC programs in 2024, up 1.3 percent compared with 2023."

WIC Participation (2023-24)
Source: USDA WIC Program

2023 2024 % Change
United States 6,576,017 6,704,667 2.0%
Arkansas 62,157 62,949 1.3%

Table 71: WIC Participation (2023-24)

National School Lunch Program
The Arkansas’ school system’s Free and Reduced-Price Lunch Program provides meals to low-income
children attending public schools. During the 2023-24 school year, between 64.8 and 100 percent of all
students in the FACT Inc. service area participated in the free/reduced-price lunch program, nearly 17,000
students.V

National School Lunch Program: Direct Certification (2023-24)

Source: National Center for Education Statistics
Total Eligible for Reduced/Free

Students Priced Lunch

Number Percentage

Arkansas 457,482 305,303 66.7%
Calhoun County 506 375 74.1%
Columbia County 3,560 2,306 64.8%
Dallas County 724 718 99.2%
Hempstead County 3,271 2,977 91.0%
Lafayette County 778 687 88.3%
Nevada County 1,344 1,390 103.4%*
Ouachita County 3,399 2,926 86.1%
Union County 6,717 5,530 82.3%

* Value exceeds 100% due to possible data reporting inconsistencies
Table 72: National School Lunch Program: Direct Certification (2023-24)
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Food Insecurity
Food deprivation and its measure are often referred to as Food Insecurity.

Food insecurity happens when a healthy lifestyle for all members of a household is not sustainable due to
inconsistent food access. Whether short- or long-term, food insecurity indicates when people cannot
purchase food due to monetary restrictions.

In 2023 in the United States, more than 47 million residents lived in a household in which they did not
always know where they would find their next meal. An estimated 13.8 million children under the age of
18 in the United States lived in homes that were unable to consistently access enough and nutritious
foods, a rate of 19.2 percent."

In Arkansas 19.3 percent of the total population lived without access to enough and nutritious foods. The
food insecurity rate for children was even higher, 24 percent, which accounted for 167,940 children
(Figure 33).
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Figure 33: Child Food Insecurity in Arkansas (2023)

The overall food insecurity rates in the FACT, Inc. service area ranged from 18.3 percent in Calhoun County
to 27.3 percent in both Hempstead and Lafayette Counties. Overall child food insecurity ranged from 21
percent in Calhoun County to 39.5 percent in Nevada County. There were 8,870 children who experienced
food insecurity in the FACT, Inc. service area (Table 73).M

Food Insecurity (2023) CLICK HERE to

Source: Feeding America m
Food Insecurity Child Food Estimated Number of Ting your ‘ocal
Rate (Full Pop.) Insecurity Rate Food-Insecure Children food bank.

Arkansas 19.3% 24.0% 167,940

Calhoun County 18.3% 21.0% 180

Columbia County 21.2% 32.4% 1,570

Dallas County 19.4% 32.5% 420

Hempstead County 27.3% 27.3% 1,380

Lafayette County 27.3% 33.9% 390

Nevada County 23.8% 39.5% 730

Ouachita County 20.4% 33.8% 1,680

Union County 19.4% 27.4% 2,520

Table 73: Food Insecurity (2023)
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Food Access

The Economic Research Service, a division of the USDA, has developed a Food Access Research Atlas that
measures food store access for individuals and neighborhoods. The USDA uses a variety of measures to
determine food store access, as well as to define low-income and low-access neighborhoods. As per the
USDA, “most measures and definitions consider at least some of the following indicators of access:

e Accessibility to sources of healthy food, as measured by distance to a store or by the number of stores
in an area;

e Individual-level resources that may affect accessibility, such as family income or vehicle availability;
and

e Neighborhood-level indicators of resources, such as the average income of the neighborhood and the
availability of public transportation.” Vi

Low-income neighborhoods and census tracts are defined as areas where the poverty rate is 20 percent
or higher or the family median income is less than or equal to 80 percent of the state’s median family
income.'

Low-access neighborhoods and census tracts are defined as areas where at least 500 people (or more

than 33 percent of the population) in an urban area live more than half a mile or one mile away from the

nearest supermarket, supercenter, or large grocery store and more than 10 or 20 miles away in a rural
Ix

area.

The image below illustrates the census tracts in the program’s service area that have limited food access
using two measures: low-income and low-access using 1 and 10 miles, and low-income and low-access
using vehicle access and 20 miles. (See comprehensive definitions in the green box.)

FOOD ACCESS RESEARCH ATLAS (Click on title for interactive map.)

T . 480 a0 A b AT My S50 1l Green Shading: “Low-income and low-access
Dronp b = | P + | ey ) PSP p— 4 . A
[ — T v : tract measured at 1 mile and 10 miles.
- b et T — . [~

‘atay S=0VA g wts mesee ' Definition: A low-income tract with at least 500

-~k e A g e - people, or 33 percent of the population, living

S~ "> more than 1 mile (urban areas) or more than 10

. 2y L § > { miles (rural areas) from the nearest

supermarket, supercenter, or large grocery

n' " i S - w store.”

= Yellow Shading: “Low-income and low-access
™y tract using vehicle access and at 20 miles.

9 . : . Definition: A low-income tract where at least
one of the following is true: at least 100
households are located more than one-half

" ) mile from the nearest supermarket and have

no vehicle access; or at least 500 people, or 33

percent of the population, live more than 20

miles from the nearest supermarket,

regardless of vehicle availability.”

USDA Economic Research Service,
https://www.ers.usda.gov
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Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs)

“Adverse childhood experiences, or ACEs, are preventable, m
potentially traumatic events that occur in childhood (0-17 years)
such as neglect, experiencing or witnessing violence, and having a
family member attempt or die by suicide. Also included are aspects
of a child’s environment that can undermine their sense of safety, Pt R Pt
stability, and bonding, such as growing up in a household with
substance use; mental health problems; or instability due to parental
separation or incarceration of a parent, sibling or other member of R
the household.” (Figure taken from the FY2021-24 Adverse Santint
Childhood Experience Prevention Strategy, developed by the
National Center for Injury Prevention and Control.) @
S

traan s Pomrt Voatod Varmery ~ o tad s -

Centers for Disease Control, https://www.cdc.gov/

Prevalence of Drug and/or Alcohol Abuse

Drug- and Alcohol-Induced Deaths

Based on data collected from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s CDC Wonder, a system for
disseminating public health data and information, in 2023 there were more than 109,000 drug-induced
deaths and more than 47,000 alcohol-induced deaths in the United States, with corresponding rates of
32.6 and 14.3 per 100,000 residents, respectively (Table 74). Arkansas reported 550 drug-induced deaths
(a rate of 17.9 per 100,000 residents), of which 14 were in Union County. Statewide, there were 394
alcohol-induced deaths (a rate of 12.8 per 100,000 residents).” No other Counties reported data.

Drug- and Alcohol-Induced Deaths (Number and Rates per 100,000 Residents) (2023)
Source: CDC Wonder

Total Drug-Induced Deaths Total Alcohol-Induced Deaths
Number Rate Number Rate
United States 109,067 32.6 47,938 14.3
Arkansas 550 17.9 394 12.8
Union County 14 -2.0 & e

Note: -2: Unreliable, *: Not available
Table 74: Drug- and Alcohol-Induced Deaths (2023)

Prenatal Substance Exposure

According to the Arkansas Department of Health the rate of Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome (NAS)
increased seventeen-fold in Arkansas between 2000 and 2021. Despite a decrease from 2018 to 2019, it
increased again to 3.7 per 1,000 births in 2020, and then to 5.1 per 1,000 births in 2021.% The table below
provides the rates of NAS for the FACT, Inc. service area, with rates that ranged from 0 in Hempstead and
Ouachita Counties to 76.9 in Lafayette County.

Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome (NAS) (2021) Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome (NAS): “A group of conditions

Source: Arkansas Department of Health caused when a baby withdraws from certain drugs he's
Rate per 1,000 births exposed to in the womb before birth.”

Arkansas 5.1 March of Dimes, https://www.marchofdimes.org

Calhoun County 18.9

Columbia County 4.3
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2025 Community Assessment: FACT, Inc.
MODULE 3: What are the characteristics of the community(ies) served?
Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs)

Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome (NAS) (2021)
Source: Arkansas Department of Health
Rate per 1,000 births

Dallas County 19.2
Hempstead County 0.0
Lafayette County 76.9
Nevada County 21.3
Ouachita County 0.0
Union County 2.3

Table: Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome (2021)

Opioid Prescriptions

According to data gathered from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 37.5 and 71.5
retail opioid prescriptions were dispensed per 100 persons in 2023 in the United States and Arkansas,
respectively. In the FACT Inc. service area, between 21.8 and 102.5 prescriptions were dispensed per 100
persons.

Opioid Prescription Rates per 100 Persons (2023)
Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), U.S. Opioid Dispensing Rate Maps

United States _ 37.5
aransas - | .5
Calhoun County _ 21.8
Columbia County | .o
Dallas county |
Hempstead County _ 36.2
Lafayette County | -
Nevada County _ 28.5
ouachitacounry I ; :
union county |, 1025

Figure 34: Opioid Prescription Rates (2023)

Opioid Prescriptions Key Highlights

“The overall national opioid dispensing rate declined steadily from a rate of 46.8 opioid prescriptions dispensed per 100 persons in 2019 to
a rate of 37.5 opioid prescriptions dispensed per 100 persons in 2023.
L] Dispensing rates for opioids vary widely across states and counties. Opioid dispensing rates were highest in Southern states. States
with the highest opioid dispensing rates per 100 persons in 2023 include Arkansas (71.5), Alabama (71.4), Mississippi (63.1), and
Louisiana (62.7).
®  States with the lowest opioid dispensing rates per 100 persons in 2023 include Hawaii (22.6), California (23.8), New Jersey (26.3),

and New York (26.3).”
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), https://www.cdc.gov/
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Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs)

Child Maltreatment and Foster Care

Abuse and Neglect

According to data retrieved from the Annie E. Casey Foundation, KIDS COUNT Data Center, in Arkansas, a
total of 3,332 child maltreatment assessments were determined to be true in 2024, of which 134 were in
the FACT Inc. service area.

Child Maltreatment (2024)
Source: Annie E. Casey Foundation, KIDS COUNT Data Center

Arkansas 3,332
Calhoun County 6
Columbia County 21
Dallas County 14
Hempstead County 23
Lafayette County 13
Nevada County 7
Ouachita County 21
Union County 29

Table 75: Child Maltreatment (2024)

Foster Care
According to data retrieved from the Annie E. Casey Foundation, KIDS COUNT Data Center, in 2024 there
were 5,958 children in foster care in Arkansas, of which 255 children were in the FACT Inc. service area.

Children in Foster Care (2024)
Source: Annie E. Casey Foundation, KIDS COUNT Data Center

Arkansas 5,958
Calhoun County 22
Columbia County 5
Dallas County 24
Hempstead County 17
Lafayette County 52
Nevada County 16
Ouachita County 9
Union County 42

Table 76: Children in Foster Care (2024)
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Potential Need and Cost of Child Care

Children Potentially Needing Child Care

Based on census data, in Arkansas more than 137,000 children under the age of 6 live in single- or dual-
parent households, where one or both parent(s) are in the labor force, indicating that this group
potentially needs child care, representing 66.1 percent of children under age 6 (Table 77). Of those
137,000 children, 5,671 children are in the FACT Inc. service area, representing between 55.1 and 91.4
percent of children under age 6 in service area counties.

Children Under Age 6, Parent(s) in Labor Force
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

Number of Householders Number of Children Percentage of Children
United States 21,899,788 14,828,467 67.7%
Arkansas 207,789 137,400 66.1%
Calhoun County 167 111 66.5%
Columbia County 1,551 1,256 81.0%
Dallas County 326 298 91.4%
Hempstead County 1,397 897 64.2%
Lafayette County 254 140 55.1%
Nevada County 558 408 73.1%
Ouachita County 1,314 725 55.2%
Union County 2,532 1,836 72.5%

Table 77: Children Under Age 6, Parent(s) in Labor Force (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)

Cost of Child Care

Based on Child Care Aware® of America data, the annual cost of infant child care in Arkansas in a center-
based program is $9,178 (compared with public college tuition, which is $10,107). The cost of care for a
4-year-old is $8,320 per year. The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services recommends that child
care should cost no more than 7 percent of a household’s income.™i Single parents earning Arkansas’
standard living wage pay 28.9 percent of their income for infant center-based care and 26.2 percent for
4-year-old care.”V

CCAO0A’s Child Care Affordability Analysis found that in 2024:

. The national average price of child care was $13,128 annually. This would comprise 10 percent of a married-couple family’s average
annual income and 35 percent of a single parent’s income.

. In all 49 states plus the District of Columbia, the price of center-based child care for two children exceeded the average cost of annual
rent by 19 percent to over 100 percent.

. Similarly, the price of child care for an infant in a center exceeded annual in-state tuition at a public university in 41 states.

. Child care for two children in a center would cost a child care professional anywhere from 44 to over 100 percent of annual income.

Child Care Aware, https://www.childcareaware.org/price-landscape24/

Child Care Prices by County

The U.S. Department of Labor maintains a national database of child care prices, which reports on average child care costs by
county. The most recent report utilized 2022 dollars; 2024 estimates are provided. For exploration of this data, please use
the following: The Price of Child Care by County.
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MODULE 4: WHAT OTHER ORGANIZATIONS SERVE THESE COMMUNITY(IES)?

Federal and/or State-Funded Preschool Programs

Based on the 2024 State of Preschool report issued by the National Institution for Early Education
Research (NIEER), in the United States 37 percent of 4-year-olds and 8 percent of 3-year-olds were served
in state-funded preschool programs in 2023-24.

From the Executive Summary:

“The 22 State of Preschool finds that state initiatives propelled early childhood education (ECE)
in the United States to historic highs during the 2023-2024 school year. Nationally, preschool
recovered from the devastating impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. Yet, progress has been highly
uneven from state to state. While many states advanced by enrolling more children in quality
preschool, others lagged, funding no preschool or only low-quality programs. As federal cutbacks
in education and elsewhere are being implemented, it is notable that federal COVID-19 recovery
funding played a crucial role in sustaining and advancing preschool, and other federal funds
underpin state programs and decrease inequality among the states in access to quality preschool
education.”

During the 2023-24 school year, 1.75 million children were served in state-funded pre-K programs, up
from approximately 1.63 million the year before, with an increase of 111,243 children — a record high.
Total state pre-K spending during the 2023-24 school year was $13.6 billion, with average state spending
of $7,888 per child. State-funded preschool programs now exist in 44 states and the District of Columbia.

In assessing the robustness of preschool offerings across states, funding, universal access, age of students,
uniformity and quality of delivery, length of day, and workforce recruitment, retention, and support
remain pivotal issues. As of 2023-24, only 11 states and the District of Columbia had more than 50 percent
of 4-year-olds enrolled in state-funded preschools.

RGURE &; ELEVEN STATES AND DC SERVE AT LEAST MALF OF 4-YEAR-OLDS IN STATEFUNDED PRESCHOOL

Por oviape A yoas Al warve

Figure 35: Enrollment of 4-Year-Olds in Preschool (2023-24)
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Federal and/or State-Funded Preschool Programs

Arkansas Overview

Arkansas ranks 24t for access and enrollment of 4-year-olds and 8" access and enrollment of 3-year-olds.
% During the 2023-24 school year, programs enrolled 32 percent of all 4-year-old children and 19 percent
of all 3-year-old children. The state is 31t in state spending, with per-child spending of only $5,675 and
has met eight of the current 10 quality standards benchmarks. During the 2023-24 program year, 20,311
children were enrolled in pre-K programs, 9,764 in special education programs, and 4,237 in federally
funded Head Start programs.™ Total state funding for the Arkansas Better Change program was
$115,274,454.

Click for full size: Arkansas State Profile.
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Arkansas Better Chance Program

As per the 2024 annual report of the The Arkansas Better Chance (ABC) program was created in 1991 to offer high-quality
Office of Early Childhood, a total of early education services to children, birth to 5, exhibiting developmental and socio-
23,059 children were served in the economic risk factors. In 2003, the Arkansas Legislature made a commitment to
expand early childhood education to serve low-income 3- and 4-year-old children in
Arkansas Better  Chance (ABC) areas at high risk for academic failure with high quality pre-K services. This expansion,
program, of which 19,186 were in known as the Arkansas Better Chance for School Success, has become the state pre-
classroom settings and 3,873 were kl.n.d_ergarten program. The ABC program m_odels. are Center-Based programs, Home-
Visiting programs (HIPPY and PAT) and Family Child Care Homes.
served through the home visiting

program Ixvii https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/office-of-early-childhood/arkansas-better-
’ chance-program-abc
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As per the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), during the 2023-24 school year a total of 10,102
pre-kindergarten students were enrolled in Local Education Agencies in Arkansas, of which 387 were
served in Columbia, Dallas, Hempstead, and Ouachita Counties.

Pre-Kindergarten Student Enrollment (2023-24)
Source: National Center for Education Statistics

Conty LEA Name School Name Pre-Kindergarten

Students
Columbia County Magnolia School District Walker Pre-K Center 119
Dallas County Fordyce School District Fordyce Elementary Schools 23
Hempstead County Hope School District Wm. Jefferson Clinton Primary School 120
Hempstead County Spring hill School District Spring Hill Elementary School 16
Ouachita County Camden Fairview School District Camden Fairview Early Childhood Center 109

Table 78: Pre-Kindergarten Student Enrollment (2023-24)
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Child Care Policy & Financial Assistance

Child Care Policy Updates

In 2024 the Arkansas Department of Education’s Office of Early Childhood expanded School Readiness
Assistance to include coverage for eligible early childhood educators’ children.™ i Eligible educators must
either work in education or be in job training 30 hours per week and work for a participating employer, as
well as enroll their child in a participating child care program.* This approach was considered and
ultimately implemented after Kentucky’s successful pilot program with a similar model.™ Foster parents
who transition to adoption may also have limited child care eligibility.*

The 2023 increase in Arkansas K—12 teacher salaries from $36,000 to $50,000 made it challenging to
recruit qualified teachers for 4-year-olds, as, in most cases, they would earn less than if they taught 5-
year-olds in the K=12 system.™ The 2024 expansion of the Child Care Assistance Program to cover child
care for eligible ECE teachers may increase the candidate pool. However, a recent report by the National
Institute for Early Education Research (NIERR) found that while eight of the 10 pre-K quality standards are
met in Arkansas, spending per student and in general falls behind “adequate” funding.™ Two bills to
provide early childhood educators (HB1021) or “employers who assist employees with child care costs”
(HB1019) with tax credits were introduced but not passed in 2025.%¥ This has led many to still look
hopefully at Arkansas lawmakers to introduce and pass policies that would increase funding or benefits
for early childhood education sector.

Child Care and Development Block Grant Act

“The Child Care and Development Block Grant Act (CCDBG) is a law that authorizes the Child Care and
Development Fund (CCDF) program, which is administered by states, territories, and tribes. States
use CCDF to provide financial assistance to low-income families to access child care so they can work or
attend a job training or educational programs. States can also use CCDF dollars to invest in improving
quality through teacher workforce, supporting child care programs to achieve higher standards, and
providing consumer education to help parents select child care that meets their families’ needs. In
short, CCDBG Act is the law and CCDF is the program.”>

The First Five Years Fund reports that due to insufficient funding, only 13 percent of eligible children under
the age of 6 receive benefits.™ Tennessee reported the highest participation rate, with 35 percent of
subsidy-eligible children receiving benefits from the program, while the District of Columbia reported the
lowest participation rate, at 5 percent. In Arkansas only 24 percent of eligible children receive benefits
from the CCDF program.

Arkansas School Readiness Assistance (SRA)

Low-income families in Arkansas can receive financial assistance to help pay for child care through the
state’s School Readiness Assistance (SRA) program. Expenditures as of November 1, 2024, reached
$94,601,666, serving 19,905 children statewide.™i
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Arkansas Licensed Child Care Programs
The following fact sheet is from the 2024 Child Care Aware of America Annual Child Care Landscape

Analysis Report.
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Child Care Programs

Based on a May 29, 2025, search of child care providers, there are 88 child care programs in the FACT, Inc. service area with a capacity to serve
5,923 children.™ii Of the 88 child care programs, 67 are child care centers, 10 are Early Intervention Day Treatment (EIDT) programs, 10 are
licensed child care family homes, and one is classified as ‘out of school time.” Only 35 of the 88 child care programs are voucher participants; the
total child care capacity of those 35 programs is 2,576.

Child Care Programs (May 2025)

Source: Arkansas Department of Education

°

2 g £
Facility Name Facility Type Address Owner = ag E % E‘;

g8 3% 3

= O > a <
Calhoun
Hampton Early Head Start Center Child Care Center 523 East Main St, Hampton, AR, 71744 Families And Children Together Inc. 17 FALSE FALSE
Hampton Head Start Center Child Care Center 523 East Main St, Hampton, AR, 71744 Families And Children Together Inc. 40 FALSE FALSE
Hampton ABC Child Care Center 485 E Main St, Hampton, AR, 71744 South Central Service Cooperative 96 FALSE TRUE
Columbia
Taylor ABC Child Care Center 303 E Pine St, Taylor, AR, 71861 Families and Children Together, Inc. 20 FALSE TRUE
Magnolia Early Head Start Center Child Care Center 306 Legion Drive, Magnolia, AR, 71753 Families And Children Together Inc. 52 FALSE  FALSE
Walker Pre-Kindergarten Center Child Care Center 655 Hwy 79 South, Magnolia, AR, 71753 Magnolia Public Schools 162 FALSE  TRUE
Southwest Arkansas Community Child Care Center 234 Fairview, Magnolia, AR, 71754 SW Ark Community Development 65 TRUE TRUE
Development Corporation
McNeil Head Start Child Care Center 820 Logoly Road, Mc Neil, AR, 71752 Families And Children Together Inc. 20 FALSE FALSE
Emerson Head Start Center Child Care Center 508 W Main, Emerson, AR, 71740 Families And Children Together Inc. 20 FALSE FALSE
Magnolia Child Development Child Care Center 801 Calhoun Road, Magnolia, AR, 71753 Families And Children Together Inc. 59 FALSE  TRUE
Center
Kids Academy Child Care Center 412 N Frederick, Magnolia, AR, 71753 Jessica Barr 94 TRUE FALSE
First United Methodist CDC Child Care Center 320 W Main St, Magnolia, AR, 71753 First Methodist Church 145 TRUE FALSE
The Growing Tree Academy, Inc. Child Care Center 800 East North St, Magnolia, AR, 71753 The Growing Tree Academy, Inc. 55 TRUE FALSE
Cornerstone Childcare Center LLC Child Care Center 1019 East North St, Magnolia, AR, 71753 Cornerstone Childcare Center LLC 116 TRUE FALSE
Central Baptist Wee Care Child Care Center 207 West Union, Magnolia, AR, 71753 CBC Wee Care Center, Inc. 137 TRUE FALSE
University of Arkansas for Medical EIDT 301 W Calhoun Rd, Magnolia, AR, 71753 UAMS Department of Pediatrics 81 FALSE FALSE

Sciences Dba Kids First Magnolia
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Child Care Programs (May 2025)

Source: Arkansas Department of Education

Facility Name

Columbia Christian School Early
Childhood Education Center
Magnolia Specialized Services Child
Enrichment Center

Dallas

Fordyce Head Start

FIRST STEP INC

Kids R Us Childcare & Learning
Center

Fordyce Elementary Preschool

Kids and Families Lounge and Learn
Center Incorp

Hempstead

Jumpstart Learning Center

Hope Public School ABC Pre K
Hope Head Start Yerger

Making Rainbows Hope

Blevins Arkansas Better Chance
Little Kings & Queens Learning
Academy

Granny's Babies Child Care Center
Hope Methodist Church Preschool
Spring Hill Preschool

Garrett Memorial Christian School
Lafayette

Bradley Head Start
Making Rainbows Lewisville

Facility Type

Child Care Center

EIDT

Child Care Center
EIDT

Licensed Child Care
Family Home

Child Care Center
Child Care Center

Licensed Child Care
Family Home

Child Care Center
Child Care Center
EIDT

Child Care Center
Child Care Center

Child Care Center
Child Care Center
Child Care Center
Child Care Center

Child Care Center
EIDT

Address

250 Warnock Springs Rd, Magnolia, AR,
71753-9002
1616 North Vine, Magnolia, AR, 71753

104 W. College St., Fordyce, AR, 71742

1717 Industrial Dr, Fordyce, AR, 71742-
2013 North Highway 167, Fordyce, AR,

71742

350 Redbug Circle, Fordyce, AR, 71742

603 North Edgar St, Fordyce, AR, 71742

1404 S Main ST, Hope, AR, 71801

601 Lakeshore Dr, Hope, AR, 71801-6002

419 Henry C Yerger St, Hope, AR, 71801
501 S EIm St, Hope, AR, 71801-5223
218 College Street, Blevins, AR, 71825
1203 South Main Str, Hope, AR, 71801

1120 East 3rd Street, Hope, AR, 71801
2300 S Main St, Hope, AR, 71801-8955
633 Spring Lake Rd, Hope, AR, 71801
1 Genesis, Hope, AR, 71801

527 Central Ave, Bradley, AR, 71826

313 Wilson St, Lewisville, AR, 71845-8913
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Owner

First Baptist School of Magnolia Inc

Magnolia Specialized Services Inc

Families And Children Together Inc.
FIRST STEP INC
Carolyn Nelson

Fordyce Elementary School
Kids and Families Lounge and Learn
Center Incorp

Jumpstart Learning Center

Hope Public School District
Families And Children Together Inc.
RAINBOW OF CHALLENGES INC
Blevins School District

Pamela Cherry

Delois Muldrew

Hope Methodist Church, Inc.
Superintendent Spring Hill HS
Garrett Memorial Baptist Church

Families And Children Together Inc.

Rainbow of Challenges Inc

Total Allowed
Capacity

=
o

4

129

113
272
16

22
31

16

160
80
116
24
38

68
58
24
61

15
116

Voucher
Participant

_n
>
=
%)
m

FALSE

FALSE
FALSE
TRUE

FALSE
FALSE

TRUE

TRUE
FALSE
TRUE
TRUE
TRUE

TRUE

FALSE
FALSE
FALSE

FALSE
TRUE

ABC Facility

FALSE

FALSE

FALSE
FALSE
FALSE

FALSE
FALSE

FALSE

TRUE
FALSE
TRUE
FALSE
FALSE

FALSE
FALSE
FALSE
FALSE

FALSE
TRUE
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2025 Community Assessment: FACT, Inc.
MODULE 4: What other organizations serve these community(ies)?
Arkansas Licensed Child Care Programs

Child Care Programs (May 2025)

Source: Arkansas Department of Education

Facility Name

Lafayette 3-5
Nevada

NEVADA HEAD START

Bright Beginnings

Granny's Babies Child Care Center
Prescott Elementary School
Ouachita

Ouachita Child Enrichment ABC
Bearden Early / Head Start Center

Ouachita Child Enrichment Center
SAU Tech Preschool

Camden Fairview ABC Preschool
Stephanie Grandy’s Daycare

Camden Head Start, Early Head
Start, and ABC

Bearden ABC Center

Harmony Grove ABC Preschool
Ouachita Child Enrichment Center
Bright Beginnings Learning Center

Gossett's Tiny Tots

Kiddie Palace Daycare

The Gingerbread House Daycare
LLC

Planting-A-Seed Foundation

Facility Type

Child Care Center

Child Care Center
EIDT

Child Care Center
Child Care Center

Child Care Center
Child Care Center

EIDT

Child Care Center
Child Care Center
Licensed Child Care
Family Home

Child Care Center

Child Care Center
Child Care Center
EIDT

Child Care Center

Licensed Child Care
Family Home

Child Care Center
Licensed Child Care
Family Home

Out of School Time

Address

308 West Eight St, Lewisville, AR, 71845

6580 US Hwy 278, Rosston, AR, 71858
504 E 4th Street, Prescott, AR, 71857
516 Garland Street, Prescott, AR, 71857
335 School Street, Prescott, AR, 71857

1274 Maul Road, Camden, AR, 71701

PO Box 199, 431 N School St, Bearden,
AR, 71720-0199

1284 Maul Rd, Camden, AR, 71701-2744
6415 Spellman Road, Camden, AR, 71701
225 Pope Ave SW, Camden, AR, 71701
273 North Walnut St, Bearden, AR, 71720

225 Pope Avenue, Camden, AR, 71701

100 Oak Avenue, Bearden, AR, 71720
401 Ouachita 88, Camden, AR, 71701
1320 Maul Rd, Camden, AR, 71701-2618
1510 California Ave SW, Camden, AR,
71701

235 Wood St N E, Camden, AR, 71701

532 S Adams Ave, Camden, AR, 71701
360 Dallas Ave NW, Camden, AR, 71701

949 S Adams Ave, Camden, AR, 71701

www.insightsbymyo.com

Owner

Southwest Ark Edu Cooperative

Families And Children Together Inc.
PNCINC

Granny's Babies Child Care Center
Prescott School District

Ouachita Enrichment Centers, Inc.
Families And Children Together Inc.

Ouachita Enrichment Centers, Inc.
South Central Service Co-op
Camden Fairview Schools
Stephanie Grandy's Daycare

Families & Children Together, Inc.
Families And Children Together Inc.
South Central Service Co-op
Ouachita Enrichment Centers, Inc.
Bright Beginnings Learning Center

Cynthia Gossett

Kiddie Palace
The Gingerbread House Daycare LLC

Planting-A-Seed Foundation

Total Allowed
Capacity

SN
w

107
85
48

110
31

118
20
112
16

90
23
84
69
77
10

44
16

30

Voucher
Participant

_n
>
=
%)
m

FALSE
TRUE
TRUE
FALSE

TRUE
FALSE

TRUE
FALSE
FALSE
TRUE

FALSE
FALSE
FALSE
TRUE
TRUE
TRUE

FALSE
FALSE

FALSE

ABC Facility

—
=
C
m

FALSE
TRUE

FALSE
FALSE

TRUE
FALSE

FALSE
TRUE
TRUE
FALSE

TRUE
TRUE
TRUE
FALSE
FALSE
FALSE

FALSE
FALSE

FALSE
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Arkansas Licensed Child Care Programs

Child Care Programs (May 2025)

Source: Arkansas Department of Education

Facility Name

Child Haven

Noah's Ark Daycare
Mother's Helper Day Care
Hale's Day Care

TOTATI Inc, DBA The Learning Tree
Union

Parkers Chapel ABC Preschool

Fairview Head Start/Early Head
Start Center

Strong ABC Center

Junction City Head Start-Early Head
Start-ABC

Smackover Preschool

Retta Brown Preschool

West Woods Head Start Center

Morning Star Head Start Center
Victory Childcare Center LLC 2
South Arkansas Developmental
Center for Children and Families

South Arkansas Developmental
Center for Children and Families

Facility Type

Licensed Child Care
Family Home
Licensed Child Care
Family Home
Licensed Child Care
Family Home
Licensed Child Care
Family Home

Child Care Center

Child Care Center
Child Care Center

Child Care Center
Child Care Center

Child Care Center
Child Care Center
Child Care Center
Child Care Center
Child Care Center

EIDT

EIDT

Address

201 N Haley Street, Camden, AR, 71701
408 Hwy 274, Camden, AR, 71701

418 Carson, Camden, AR, 71701

106 Hunter St, Stephens, AR, 71764

553 Oxford Street, Camden, AR, 71701

401 Parkers Chapel Rd., El Dorado, AR,
71730
800 Barnes Street, El Dorado, AR, 71730

735 South Concord, Strong, AR, 71765
425 N Elm St, Junction City, AR, 71749

301 Macmillan, Norphlet, AR, 71759
505 Dixie Drive, El Dorado, AR, 71730
1500 N Bradford Ave, El Dorado, AR,
71730

804 Lockhart Street, El Dorado, AR,
71730

2225 W Hillsboro St, El Dorado, AR,
71730

910 East Liberty, El Dorado, AR, 71730

714 W. Grove, El Dorado, AR, 71730

www.insightsbymyo.com

Owner

Chelsea Vaughan
Diane Kinley
Cynthia Porchia
Ella Hale

Totati Inc.

South Central Service Co-op
Families And Children Together Inc.

Families And Children Together Inc.
Families and Children Together, Inc.

Smackover Public School
South Central Service Co-op
Families And Children Together Inc.

Families And Children Together Inc.
Victory Childcare Center LLC

South Arkansas Development Center
for Children and Families

South Arkansas Development Center
for Children and Families

Total Allowed
Capacity

=
)]

=
[&)]

10

10

32

61

128

20
57

106

69

92

124

51

82

74

Voucher
Participant

_n
>
=
%)
m

FALSE

FALSE

FALSE

FALSE

FALSE

FALSE

FALSE
FALSE

TRUE

FALSE

FALSE

FALSE

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

ABC Facility

FALSE

FALSE

FALSE

FALSE

FALSE

TRUE

FALSE

TRUE
TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

FALSE

FALSE

FALSE

FALSE

FALSE
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MODULE 4: What other organizations serve these community(ies)?
Arkansas Licensed Child Care Programs

Child Care Programs (May 2025)

Source: Arkansas Department of Education

Facility Name

Victory Childcare Center

Success Learning Academy
Happy Hearts Learning Academy

West Woods ABC Preschool

Strong Head Start Center
Bright Beginnings Learning Center
Learning Nest Preschool Inc.

Beacon Church Ministries,
Inc./Noah’s Ark Christian DC
Teddy And Friends Child Care
Center

Little Blessings Day Care

East Main Kindergarten
Kingdom Castle Academy

First Baptist Child Learning Center
West Side Christian School

Parkers Chapel Preschool
First United Methodist

Kindergarten of El Dorado, Inc.
Westside Christian Day Care

Facility Type

Child Care Center

Child Care Center
Child Care Center

Child Care Center
Child Care Center
Child Care Center
Child Care Center
Child Care Center
Child Care Center
Licensed Child Care
Family Home

Child Care Center
Child Care Center

Child Care Center
Child Care Center

Child Care Center
Child Care Center

Child Care Center

Table 79: Child Care Programs (May 2025)

Address

308 1/2, Cordell Ave, El Dorado, AR,
71730

900 E Main St, El Dorado, AR, 71730
824 Camp Street, El Dorado, AR, 71730

1500 N Bradford Ave, El Dorado, AR,
71730

735 South Concord, Strong, AR, 71765
3286 W Hillsboro St, Eldorado, AR, 71730
1010 W Combs Street, El Dorado, AR,
71730

714 W Faulkner St, El Dorado, AR, 71730

1617 North College Avenue, El Dorado,
AR, 71730
509 West Cedar, El Dorado, AR, 71730

1416 East Main St, El Dorado, AR, 71730
2501 Junction City Rd, El Dorado, AR,
71730

300 West Main, El Dorado, AR, 71730
2400 West Hillsboro Street, El Dorado,
AR, 71730

209 Parkers Chapel Road, El Dorado, AR,
71730

201 South Hill, El Dorado, AR, 71730

2400 W Hillsboro St, El Dorado, AR,
71730-6816

www.insightsbymyo.com

Owner

Victory Childcare Center LLC

Success Learning Academy, LLC
Happy Hearts Learning Academy C/O
Alicia Williams

Families And Children Together Inc.

Families And Children Together Inc.
Bright Beginnings Learning Center
Learning Nest Preschool Inc.

Beacon Church Ministries, Inc
Teddy and Friends Child Care Center

Sharon Gill

East Main Kindergarten
Velma Cato

First Baptist Church
katy Willett

Parkers Chapel School District
First United Methodist Kindergarten

of El Dorado, Inc.
West Side Baptist Church

Total Allowed
Capacity

)]
=

55

100

41

46

56

123

59

10

53
42

117
19

43

98

215

Voucher
Participant

TRUE

TRUE
TRUE

FALSE

FALSE

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE
FALSE

FALSE
FALSE

FALSE

FALSE

FALSE

ABC Facility

FALSE

FALSE
FALSE

TRUE

FALSE

FALSE

FALSE

FALSE

FALSE

FALSE

FALSE
FALSE

FALSE
FALSE

FALSE

FALSE

FALSE
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Resources, Collaborative/Formal Agreements, and Partnerships

Resources, Collaborative/Formal Agreements, and Partnerships
Head Start / Early Head Start programs are required to establish ongoing partnerships with community agencies to better support the needs of
children and families they serve. These partnerships include formal and informal collaborative agreements and contracts. There is a wide range
of community organizations that can support the work of Head Start / Early Head Start programs including, but not limited to, health, mental
health, and dental care providers, educational institutions, workforce development agencies, and social service agencies. Below is a comprehensive
table of resources and partnerships maintained by the program.

Name of Program/Partner

Disabilities
Arkansas First Connections
Hope Landing

South Central Service Cooperative

Southeast AR Education Cooperative
Southwest Ark Education Service Coop

Education

Adult Education Center

Adult Education Center

Adult Education Center

Adult Education Center

Adult Education/Camden

Adult Education/Magnolia

Arkansas Game and Fish Commission
Barton Library

Bearden Public Schools

Boys & Girls Club of Union County/NW
Camden Public Schools

Cossatot Technical College

El Dorado Public Schools
Emerson/Taylor/Bradley Public Schools

Address

Multiple locations
214 Hope Landing
400 Maul Road

1022 Scogin Drive
2502 South Main Street

1411 N. Constitution Ave
2500 South Main

6580 Hwy 278

710 East Street

237 Jackson St. SW

104 Harvey Couch Blvd.
23 Joe Hogan Lane

200 East 5th Street

100 Oak Street

1201 N West Avenue
625 Clifton Street

1411 N. Constitution Ave
200 West Oak

521 School Street

City

Across the state
El Dorado
Camden

Monticello
Hope

Ashdown
Hope
Rosston
Texarkana
Camden
Magnolia
Lonoke

El Dorado
Bearden
El Dorado
Camden
Ashdown
El Dorado
Bradley

State

AR

AR

AR

AR
AR

AR
AR
AR
AR
AR
AR
AR
AR
AR
AR
AR
AR
AR
AR

www.insightsbymyo.com

Zip

NA

71730

71701

71655
71801

71822
71801
71858
75505
71701
71753
72086
71730
71720
71730
71701
71822
71730
71826

Phone Number

firstconnectionsreferrals@ade.arkan

sas.gov
870.862.0500
www.hopelanding.com
870.836.2213
karlabrian@scscoop.org

michele.sadler@searkcoop.com

870.777.3076

phoebe.bailey@swaec.org

870.584.1474
870.722.8247
870.871.2478
903.223.3000
870.837.4001
870.234.6064
501.712.2947
870.863.5447

drozenberg@beardenschools.org

870.863.8753
jembry@cfsd.k12.ar.us

870.898.4733/www.cccua.edu

jtucker@esd-15.org
david.downs@etbsd.org

Services Provided
by Partner to
Program

Disability Services
Disability Services
Disability Services

Disability Services
Disability Services

Adult Education
Adult Education
Adult Education
Adult Education
Adult Education
Adult Education
Children Activities
Children Activities
Superintendent
Children Activities
Superintendent
Education
Superintendent
Superintendent
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mailto:firstconnectionsreferrals@ade.arkansas.gov
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mailto:ruby.mckinley@uacch.edu
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mailto:sshepher@sautech.edu
mailto:drozenberg@beardenschools.org
mailto:jembry@cfsd.k12.ar.us
http://www.cccua.edu/
mailto:jtucker@esd-15.org
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Name of Program/Partner

Granny's Babies Childcare Center #2
Hampton Public Schools

Henderson State University

Hope Public Schools

Junction City Public Schools

Kids R Us

Magnolia Public Schools

Making Rainbows

Nevada Public Schools

Single Parent Scholarship Fund

South Arkansas College

South Arkansas Community
College/East

Southern Arkansas University
Southern Arkansas University/Tech
Strong Public Schools

Texas A&M University

UAPB

U of A Community College/Hope
Employment/Job Training

Arkansas Dept Human Services/Calhoun
Arkansas Dept. Human
Services/Camden

Arkansas Department Human
Services/El Dorado

Arkansas Dept. Human
Services/Fordyce

Arkansas Dept. Human
Services/Magnolia

Arkansas Workforce Services
Arkansas Workforce Services
Career Pathways

Address

122 Nevada 259

455 East Main

1100 Henderson St
117 East Second Street
P.O. Box 790

1303 S. Hervey

P.O. Box 649

501 S Elm

P.0.Box 50

300 Southwest Avenue

300 Southwest Avenue
3696 East Main

100 East University
6415 Spellman Rd.

P.0. Box 735

7101 University Avenue
1200 University Dr.
2500 S. Main

136 Archer St
222 Van Buren

123 West 18th

1202 W. 3rd Street
601 East University
205 Smith Rd. Suite A

708 W. Faulkner
300 Southwest Avenue

City State
Prescott AR
Hampton AR
Arkadelphia AR
Hope AR
Junction City AR
Hope AR
Magnolia AR
Hope AR
Rosston AR
El Dorado AR
El Dorado AR
El Dorado AR
Magnolia AR
Camden AR
Strong AR
Texarkana X
Pine Bluff AR
Hope AR
Hampton AR
Camden AR
El Dorado AR
Fordyce AR
Magnolia AR
Hope AR
El Dorado AR
El Dorado AR

www.insightsbymyo.com

Zip

71857
71744
71999
71801
71749
71801
71753
71801
71858
71730

71730
71730

71753
71701
71765
75503
71601
71802

71744
71701

71730

71742

71753

71801

71730
71730

Phone Number

870.887.2980
mscarbrough@hampton.k12.ar.us

870.230.5000
jonathan.crossley@hpsdistrict.org

masonj@jcdragons.kl12.ar.us

870.777.1380
john.ward@magnoliaschools.net

870.777.9000
roy.mccoy@nevadasd.net

870.862-8131/www.southark.edu

870.862.8131/www.southark.edu
870.862-4926/www.southark.edu

870.235.400/saumag.edu
870.574.4500/sautech.edu

amy.sanchez@strong.scsc.k12.ar.us

903.223.3000
870.575.8000
870.777.5722/www.uacch.edu

870.798.4201
870.836.8166

870.862.6631
870.352.5115
870.234.4190
870.777.3421/adws.arkansas.gov

870.862.6456
870.862.8131

Services Provided
by Partner to
Program

Child Care
Superintendent
Education
Superintendent
Superintendent
Child Care
Superintendent
Child Care
Superintendent
Single parent
scholarships
Education
Education

Education
Education
Superintendent
Education
Education
Education

Public assistance/
food stamps/TEA

Employment
Employment
Employment/Job
Training
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http://www.adws.arkansas.gov/
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Name of Program/Partner

Greater Texarkana Workforce Center
Health

Arkansas Rehabilitation Services
Arkansas Rehabilitation Services
Arkansas Rehabilitation Services
Arkansas Rehabilitation Services
Calhoun County Health Unit
Christian Health Center
Columbia County Health Unit
Connect Care

Dallas County Health Unit
Father Bob Allen Clinic (Interfaith)
Hannah Pregnancy Resource Center

Health Unit/Hempstead
Health Unit/Howard Couty
Health Unit/Lafayette

Health Unit/Little River

Health Unit/Miller

Health Unit/Nevada

Health Unit/Sevier

Lafayette County Home Health
Nevada County Health Alliance
Ouachita County Health Unit
South Arkansas Fights AIDS
Union County Health Unit
Mental Health

Arkansas Counseling & Mental Health
Clinic

Magnolia Outpatient Clinic

Newhaven Counseling & Health Services
Newhaven Counseling & Health Services

Address

1702 Hampton Rd.

136 Archer

157 Grinstead

708 West Faulkner
811 Calhoun Road
1119 Prestress Drive
1115 Fairview Road
207 S. Jefferson

601 East University

201 N. Spring

815 Thompson Ave
101 W. Main (Cadence
Bank)

808 W. 5th Street
201 E. Hempstead
1113 Chestnut Street
150 Keller

503 Walnut

1501 W. First North
304 N. 4th Street
1113 Chestnut Street
1501 W. First North
740 California

526 West Faulkner
301 American Road

2904 Arkansas Blvd.

412 North Vine
211 Jackson Street
715 North College

City State
Texarkana TX
Hampton AR
Camden AR
El Dorado AR
Magnolia AR
Hampton AR
Camden AR
Magnolia AR
Magnolia AR
Fordyce AR
El Dorado AR
El Dorado AR
Hope AR
Nashville AR
Lewisville AR
Ashdown AR
Texarkana AR
Prescott AR
De Queen AR
Lewisville AR
Prescott AR
Camden AR
El Dorado AR
El Dorado AR
Texarkana AR
Magnolia AR
Camden AR
El Dorado AR

www.insightsbymyo.com

Zip

75503

71744
71701
71730
71753
71744
71701
71753
71753

71742
71730
71730

71801
71852
71845
71822
71854
71857
71832
71845
71857
71701
71730
71730

71854

71753
71701
71730

Phone Number

903.794.4163

870.798.4201/ace.arkansas.gov
870.836.3056/ace.arkansas.gov
870.862.5451/ace.arkansas.gov
870.901.6028/ace.arkansas.gov
870.798.2808/www.arkansas.gov

870.231.1111

870.235.3798/www.arkansas.gov

870.234.4190
800.275.1131

870.352.7197/www.arkansas.gov

870.864.8010
870.862.1317/
www.hannahprc.com

870.777.2191/www.arkansas.gov
870.845.2208/www.arkansas.gov
870.921.5744/www.arkansas.gov
870.898.3831/www.arkansas.gov
870.773.2108/www.arkansas.gov
870.887.2004/www.arkansas.gov
870.642.2535/www.arkansas.gov

870.921.4509
870.887.2004

870.836.5033 /www.arkansas.gov
870.875-2099/www.uwucar.org
870.863.5101/www.arkansas.gov

870.773.4655/www.sarhc.org

870.234.7500/www.sarhc.org
870.836.5743/www.sarhc.org
870.862.7921/www.sarhc.org

Services Provided
by Partner to
Program
Employment

Health
Health
Health
Health
Health
Health
Health
Health

Health
Health
Pregnancy/Health

Health
Health
Health
Health
Health
Health
Health
Home Health
Health
Health
Health
Health

Mental Health

Mental Health
Mental Health
Mental Health
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Name of Program/Partner

Nutrition

UofA Cooperative Extension (Calhoun)
UofA Cooperative Extension (Columbia)
UofA Cooperative Extension (Dallas)
UofA Cooperative Extension (Ouachita)
UofA Cooperative Extension (Union)
Other

Ashdown Library

Bright Beginnings Learning Center
Columbia County Library
Cornerstone Childcare Center

De Queen Library

East Main Kindergarten/Child Care
ECCEL

El Dorado Connections

Fairview Community Development
Association

First Baptist Child Learning Center
First Step

First United Methodist Kindergarten
Granny's Babies Childcare Center
Happy Hearts

Hempstead County Extension
Hempstead Library

Howard Library

Kiddie Korner Learning Center
Kids Academy

Kids R Us

Learning Nest

Learning Tree of Camden

Magnolia Specialized Service

Address

First & Hunt Box 38
206 West Calhoun Rd
206 West 3rd Street
2708 Mt. Holly Road
307 American Road

160 East Commerce St
1510 California Ave SW
2057 N Jackson

1019 E North St.

200 West Stillwell
1416 East Main

714 W Grove

202 N Washington

1016 Wilson Street

300 W Main

1717 Industrial Drive
201 S. Hill

1120 E 3rd St

824 Camp St

1800 E. 3rd Street
500S. Elm Street
426 N. Main Suite 5
1117 Mary St. NW
412 N Fredrick
2013 US-167

1010 W. Combs
553 Oxford SW
1616 N. Vine St

City State
Hampton AR
Magnolia AR
Fordyce AR
Camden AR
El Dorado AR
Ashdown AR
Camden AR
Magnolia AR
Magnolia AR
De Queen AR
El Dorado AR
El Dorado AR
El Dorado AR
El Dorado AR
El Dorado AR
Fordyce AR
El Dorado AR
Hope AR
El Dorado AR
Hope AR
Hope AR
Nashville AR
Camden AR
Magnolia AR
Fordyce AR
El Dorado AR
Camden AR
Magnolia AR

www.insightsbymyo.com

Zip

71744
71753
71742
71701
71730

71822
71701
71753
71753
71832
71730
71730
71730

71730

71730
71744
71730
71801
71730
71801
71801
71852
71701
71753
71742
71730
71701
71753

Phone Number

870.798.2231 www.uaex.edu
870.235.3720 www.uaex.edu
870.352.3505 www.uaex.edu
870.231.1160 www.uaex.edu
870.864.1916 www.uaex.edu

870.898.3233
870.675.7937
870.234.1991
870.234.7442
870.584.4364
870.862-8311

870.881.4677

870.264.7080

870.862.1772

870.863.4330
870.352.7975
870.862.2570
870.722.5247
870.639.1101

870.777.5771/www.uaex.edu

870.777.4564
870.845.2566
870.675.1243
870.234.4778
870.352.8870
870.639.1610
870.231.6630
870.234.6118

Services Provided
by Partner to
Program

Nutrition/Other
Nutrition/Other
Nutrition/Other
Nutrition/Other
Nutrition/Other

Library

Child Care
Library

Child Care
Library

Child Care
Child Care
Volunteer/
transportation /
other

School Supplies

Child Care
Child Care
Child Care
Child Care
Child Care
Nutrition/Other
Library
Library
Child Care
Child Care
Child Care
Child Care
Child Care
Child Care
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2025 Community Assessment: FACT, Inc.
MODULE 4: What other organizations serve these community(ies)?
Resources, Collaborative/Formal Agreements, and Partnerships

Name of Program/Partner

Nevada County Extension

Nevada County Library

Smackover Preschool

Southwest Ark Community Dev. Center
Success Learning Academy

Teddy and Friends

Texarkana Public Library

The Gingerbread House

The Growing Tree Academy

Victory Childcare

Wee Care Center

Westside Christian Daycare

Social Services/Family Support Services

American Red Cross
CADC/Camden

CADC/El Dorado
CADC/Fordyce
CADC/Hampton
CADC/Magnolia
Compassion Foundation
DHS/Hempstead County
DHS/Howard County
DHS/Lafayette County
DHS/Little River County
DHS/Miller County
DHS/Nevada County
DHS/Sevier County
Domestic Violence Prevention
El Dorado Service League

lla Upchurch Community Corporation
Kiwanis Club

Nevada County Chamber of Commerce
Prescott Rotary Club

Address

877 E Main

121 W 2nd St.
112 E 8th St

611 S Madison
900 East Man
1617 N College
600 W. 3rd Street
1039 Gibson Ave
800 E. North

308 Cordell

207 West Union
2400 W Hillsboro St

460 W. Oak

208 South Adams
1426 NW Avenue
410 East 4th

218 South Lee

1503 North Vines
P.0.Box 1734

116 North Laurel
534 North Main
2612 Spruce Street
90 Waddell Street
3809 Airport Plaza
355 West 1st Street
924 E. Collins Ray Drive
P.0.Box 712

200 W. Main

224 W. Pine St.
3577 Nevada 23
125 E Main St.
606 Greenlawn St

City

Prescott
Prescott
Smackover
Magnolia
El Dorado
El Dorado
Texarkana
Camden
Magnolia
El Dorado
Magnolia
El Dorado

El Dorado
Camden
El Dorado
Fordyce
Hampton
Magnolia
Magnolia
Hope
Nashville
Lewisville
Ashdown
Texarkana
Prescott
De Queen
Texarkana
El Dorado

Prescott
Prescott
Prescott
Prescott

State

AR
AR
AR
AR
AR
AR
AR
AR
AR
AR
AR
AR

AR
AR
AR
AR
AR
AR
AR
AR
AR
AR
AR
AR
AR
AR
AR
AR

AR
AR
AR
AR
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Zip

71857
71857
71762
71753
71730
71730
75501
71701
71753
71730
71753
71730

71730
71701
71730
71742
71744
71753
71754
71802
71852
71845
71822
71854
71857
71832
75504
71730

71857
71857
71857
71857

Phone Number

870.887.2818 www.uaex.edu
870.887.5846
870.725.3132
870.234.3700
870.639.1351
870.862.6399
870.794.2149
870.866.1615
870.234.4634
870.639.3941
870.234.1014
870.863.4263

870.863.2586/www.redcross.org
870.836.3200/www.cadc.com
870.864.0219/www.cadc.com
870.352.8894/www.cadc.com
870.798.2457/www.cadc.com
870.234.6444/www.cadc.com
870.235.1414

870.777.8656

870.845.4334

870.921.4283

870.898.5155

870.773.0563

870.887.6626

870.642.2623

903.793.4357

870.863.7177

870.703.1392
870.887.6208
870.887.2101
870.602.1400

Services Provided

by Partner to
Program
Nutrition/Other
Library

Child Care
Child Care
Child Care
Child Care
Library

Child Care
Child Care
Child Care
Child Care
Child Care

Social Services
Job training/
nutrition/ Social

Shelter

Public assistance/

food stamps/TEA

Shelter

Social Services/
Health

Various
community
services
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2025 Community Assessment: FACT, Inc.
MODULE 4: What other organizations serve these community(ies)?
Resources, Collaborative/Formal Agreements, and Partnerships

Name of Program/Partner

Salvation Army

Salvation Army

Salvation Army Family Store
Salvation Army of Texarkana
Section 8

Section 8

Section 8

Section 8

Section 8

Southwest Arkansas Crisis Center
St. Mary's Episcopal Church
Turning Point

Women's Crisis Center

Address

419 South Madison
601 East University
1430 NW Ave

400 E 4th St

911 Ferguson St #110
1613 E. Main

Co. Administrative Bldg.

100 Meadowbrook Ln
800 Monroe Ave

100 W Collin Raye Dr.
512 Champagnolle
101 W. Main Suite 300
1112 W. Washington

City State
El Dorado AR
Magnolia AR
El Dorado AR
Texarkana AR
Texarkana AR
El Dorado AR
Hampton AR
Magnolia AR
Camden AR
De Queen AR
El Dorado AR
El Dorado AR
Camden AR

www.insightsbymyo.com

Zip

71730
71753
71730
71854
71854
71730
71744
71753
71701
71832
71730
71730
71701

Phone Number

870.863.4830
870.234.4190
870.639.3923
870.774.2701
870.773.7691
870.664.3318
870.234.7410
870.234.5540
870.836.9309
870.642.2141

870.863.7064
870.862.0929
870.836.0375

Services Provided
by Partner to
Program

Food and
Clothing/lodging
Clothing

Food Distribution
Housing

Housing

Housing

Housing

Housing

Shelter

Food and Clothing
Family Support
Family Support
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2025 Community Assessment: FACT, Inc.
MODULE 5: Are we providing services in the right locations?
Geographic Location of Eligible Children and Families

MODULE 5: ARE WE PROVIDING SERVICES IN THE RIGHT LOCATIONS?

Geographic Location of Eligible Children and Families

Based on the 2023 American Community Survey (5-Year Estimates), in the United States there are
approximately 3.9 million children, ages 0-5, living in poverty. The state of Texas has the highest number
of children, ages 0-5, living in poverty (471,296), followed by California (394,527) and New York (239,273).
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Figure 36: United States: Children Ages 0-5 in Poverty (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)

FACT Inc. Service Area

Of the more than 53,800 children, ages 0-5, living in poverty in Arkansas, 2,921 children are in the FACT
Inc. service area (Table 80). Using the Annual Estimates of the Resident Population by Single Year of Age
and Sex by the U.S. Census Bureau, in the FACT Inc. service area, an estimated 49 percent of children, ages
0-5, in poverty are Early Head Start-eligible infants and toddlers (1,433). Approximately 34 percent are
Head Start-eligible 3- and 4-year-old children (994), and approximately 17 percent are 5-year-olds (496).

Children Ages 0-5 in Poverty
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

Under 6 Years Est. 0-2 Est. 3-4 Est.5
United States 3,926,390 1,923,931 1,334,973 667,486
Arkansas 53,805 26,364 18,294 9,147
Calhoun County 6 3 2 1
Columbia County 640 314 218 109
Dallas County 40 20 14 7
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2025 Community Assessment: FACT, Inc.
MODULE 5: Are we providing services in the right locations?
Geographic Location of Eligible Children and Families

Children Ages 0-5 in Poverty
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

Under 6 Years Est. 0-2 Est. 3-4 Est. 5
Hempstead County 345 169 117 59
Lafayette County 102 50 35 17
Nevada County 277 136 94 47
Ouachita County 467 229 159 79
Union County 1,044 512 355 177
Total Service Area 2,921 1,433 994 496

Table 80: Children Ages 0-5 in Poverty (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)

Census Tracts

To better estimate the geographic location of eligible children and families, the number of children, ages
0-5, in poverty was studied by census tract. A census tract is a statistical subdivision with at least 1,200
residents, a maximum of 8,000 residents, and an average of 4,000 residents. ™

The following figure illustrates the number of children, ages 0-5, in poverty in the FACT Inc. service area,
as well as the location of all Head Start and Early Head Start centers (black dots) based on a January 2025
center search on HeadStart.gov; all FACT Inc Head Start centers are represented by red dots.

Figure 37: Children Ages 0-5 in Poverty by Census Tract (2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)

In order to navigate the map in more Note: Numbers reported in the census tracts are the total number of children, ages 0-5, in
detail, please use the following ArcGlIS link: poverty. Unshaded census tracts did not report any children, ages 0-5, in poverty.
https://arcg.is/yagvnl
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2025 Community Assessment: FACT, Inc.

MODULE 5: Are we providing services in the right locations?
Geographic Location of Eligible Children and Families

In the FACT Inc. service area, there are a total of 45 census tracts. Census tract 9505, located in Columbia
County, reports the highest number of children, ages 0-5, in poverty, 369 children, followed by census
tract 9508 located in Union County, reporting 231 children, ages 0-5, in poverty.

Children Ages 0-5 in Poverty
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

Columbia County
Union County
Ouachita County
Nevada County
Union County
Union County
Columbia County
Union County
Hempstead County
Ouachita County
Columbia County
Hempstead County
Union County
Union County
Hempstead County
Ouachita County
Nevada County
Union County
Ouachita County
Union County

Census Tract 9505
Census Tract 9508
Census Tract 9504
Census Tract 902
Census Tract 9505.01
Census Tract 9510
Census Tract 9503.02
Census Tract 9509
Census Tract 4803.02
Census Tract 9506
Census Tract 9502
Census Tract 4805
Census Tract 9501
Census Tract 9502
Census Tract 4801.02
Census Tract 9501.02
Census Tract 903
Census Tract 9505.02
Census Tract 9503.01
Census Tract 9504.01

369
231
195
184
181
169
136
107
106
100
98
96
96
91
76
73
72
72
67
46

Children Ages 0-5 in Poverty
Source: 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates

Dallas County
Union County
Columbia County
Lafayette County
Lafayette County
Hempstead County
Lafayette County
Nevada County
Hempstead County
Hempstead County
Ouachita County
Ouachita County
Union County
Ouachita County
Union County
Hempstead County
Calhoun County
Calhoun County

Census Tract 9703
Census Tract 9503
Census Tract 9501
Census Tract 4701.01
Census Tract 4701.02
Census Tract 4804
Census Tract 4702
Census Tract 901
Census Tract 4801.01
Census Tract 4803.01
Census Tract 9501.01
Census Tract 9505
Census Tract 9506
Census Tract 9503.02
Census Tract 9504.02
Census Tract 4802
Census Tract 4801
Census Tract 4802

40
38
37
36
36
30
30
21
17
16
15
12

w b~ U1 L1 0

3

Table 81: Children Ages 0-5 in Poverty by Census Tract
(2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates)
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2025 Community Assessment: FACT, Inc.
MODULE 6: What are the residents of the community(ies) saying?
Strengths and Needs of Eligible Children and Families

MODULE 6: WHAT ARE THE RESIDENTS OF THE COMMUNITY(IES) SAYING?
Strengths and Needs of Eligible Children and Families

Parent Survey Responses

In order to collect primary data from Families & Children Together, Inc. Head Start/Early Head Start
parents and guardians, a Family Needs Survey was distributed in English and Spanish to all families
enrolled at the time of the Community Assessment. A total of 428 surveys were completed and returned.
Please click the following link for a copy of the comprehensive Family Need Survey.

Key Informant Responses

As a strategic step to supplement secondary data findings, the FACT, Inc. program staff identified a group
of key informants and invited them to offer answers to questions that provide additional insight into the
communities and families served by the agency in their service area. The key informants, leaders, and
experts who responded to the community assessment included the following: EFNEP PA from the
University of Arkansas Division of Agriculture, Union County Extension Office, Family and Consumer
Sciences at the University of Arkansas Division of Agriculture and Extension, Family and Community
Enrichment Specialist at Central Arkansas Development Council, Family Service Worker Supervisor at
DCFS, Be Well Care Well Coach at Curricula Concepts, Early Childhood Specialist at South Central Service
Cooperative-Local Early Childhood Lead Agency, Principal at local High School, Superintendent for
Hampton Schools, Superintendent at Strong Huttig School District, and Superintendent at ETBSD.

Below are the complete answers provided by key informants, in alphabetical order. Please note that some
respondents provided more than one answer per question.

1. What do you see as the top priority issues affecting early childhood development (0-4-year-old
children) during the next four years in your city and/or county?

e Access to health care and screenings for mothers and childreni. Access to quality care and early
education, in the home or a program-based environment. Access in regard to transportation,
affordability, as well as access for before- and after-school and infant/toddler care.

o Availability of resources not only for teachers but communicating the availability to the general public.

e  Exposure to books, having books read to them regularly, etc.

o | believe the teachers are doing excellent work, and if they can continue, our children will thrive and be
empowered.

e Increase in character education within the program would be helpful for growth of students before
they reach elementary.

o Lack of early pre-K education and child care.

e Lack of parent participation and parent/teacher interaction.

e Qverall, the cost of living for parents in our communities. The cost of raising children is growing
astronomically. The availability of sound meals and medicines. Having parents take advantage of the
early childhood needs of their children in an ever-changing economic society.

e Transportation and more competitive early childhood programs.
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2025 Community Assessment: FACT, Inc.
MODULE 6: What are the residents of the community(ies) saying?
Strengths and Needs of Eligible Children and Families

Trying to get parents to attend parent meetings so they can get the nutritional information to the
parents and grandparents.

2. What do you see as the top priority issues impacting education for adults during the next four
years in your city and/or county?

Affordability to access education, as well as transportation and resources to address barriers such as
child care and flexibility to navigate employability and student responsibilities.

Communication, availability of educational opportunities in the community, lack of knowledge of
accessibility to possible opportunities available to the communities.

Education in general — adults need to be educated on how to live in our community; educate the adults.
Funding can be an issue and cause harsh decisions.

Lack of participation/community involvement.

The ability to prioritize education in the household and limit the use of social media.

The development of continuing services for struggling pre-K to 4th Grade during extended breaks.

The economic factors of meeting the needs of the family while education may take a back seat.
Transportation and child care.

Valuing education and supporting the educational process.

3. What do you perceive to be the number one priority issue or concern for the city and/or county
leaders during the next four years? (i.e., environmental, economic, health, social, and others)
Please explain.

Economic and health should be a concern for our county; getting people in involved in the community
to help our community grow.

Economic and social issues: dealing with youth and drugs.

Economics, business opportunities, resources to bring businesses to the area.

Everyone is so divided.

Funding for the governments to operate at a high standard.

Health and economic outcomes. Rural families' access to health care, and work with barriers such as
transportation, education, and child care.

Housing - If we are going to remain a viable community, we need to build and improve housing.
Housing — there is limited housing in Union County and several families are losing their housing
vouchers because they cannot find a house to fulfill the requirements of the housing regulations.

Local health care availability growing smaller.

The economic growth or slowdown of the community will have the greatest impact.

Try to keep education the top priority, so that our children will not lack or fall behind.
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2025 Community Assessment: FACT, Inc.
MODULE 6: What are the residents of the community(ies) saying?
Strengths and Needs of Eligible Children and Families

4. Inyour opinion, what are the top two to three strengths of your city and/or community?

Education, medical providers, and diverse neighborhoods.

Engagement events/opportunities.

Families know how to become united when needed in situations.

Local community stakeholders who engage to be proactive in finding solutions in support of our
community.

Rural, low crime rate, fairly stable government leaders.

Slowly growing businesses.

Still relatively new to the area; have not made a determination.

The community feeling and togetherness, and a school that puts students first.

They care about the community and the people living in it.

5. What is the status (reputation) of the early childhood education and services in your city and/or
community? Please explain.

Children are more prepared entering into kindergarten.

| believe that the reputation could be better for our county, | think it is good, but it could be better.

In my communities, the reputation of early childhood education is excellent. We each have strong
childhood education centers.

Not enough of it.

Our early education leaders are active and involved in our community in service to children and families.
They are eager to engage and connect with resources to strengthen their programs.

Some of the education services have complacent employers who are not willing to purposely help the
agencies model their mission and display their values. Those employers ruin the reputation of the
agency. How do you service families when you are unable to respect the handbook you have provided
the community and parents? How do you justify unprofessional behavior from employers in front of
the parents?

The students’ readiness tends to run behind other pre-K programs like Bernice, Louisiana. The
reputation is considered by some as a babysitting service instead of an early education program.
There are limited opportunities, and many do not have any exposure to classrooms before
kindergarten.

We have great leaders that are very involved.

Please offer any additional advice regarding community partnership and involvement that could be

beneficial to the Head Start Leadership in your city and/or community.

A partnership to offer more educational opportunities for new parents and their young children would
be beneficial. HIPPY may be an option.

Continue to engage in partnerships and conversations with other providers and stakeholders so that
we can strengthen our services in support of one another.

Educational curriculum used at the school pre-K and the one used at the local facility need to match.
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2025 Community Assessment: FACT, Inc.
MODULE 6: What are the residents of the community(ies) saying?
Strengths and Needs of Eligible Children and Families

e Ensure that the agency collaborates with community providers that could help with recruitment and
benefit from each other's services. Make referrals to community resources other than medical
providers.

e Have a larger presence the community.

e | believe that the program needs to promote the educational services provided and produce more social
media content. The increased content should show the educational activities for each day, along with
what parents can do at home to strengthen the skills.

e Increased partnership involvement in activities and being informed on needs of each entity.

e To make the parent meetings a requirement to attend.
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2025 Community Assessment: FACT, Inc.
Consultant Observations and Conclusions

CONSULTANT OBSERVATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS

Overview

The Community Assessment for FACT Inc. reveals critical insights emphasizing the urgent need for a world-
class early childhood program. To effectively understand the unique challenges in FACT Inc.’s eight-county
service area, it is important to consider the long-term population decline that has been consistent for over
20 years. The decline of the population has resulted in a strain on the local economy and the workforce;
residents generally have lower income levels and below-average educational attainment compared with
the state and nation.

ECE Reputation

Early Childhood Education has a strong reputation for providing high quality care and education in the
FACT Inc. service area. However, in the words of one Key Informant, “The struggle to find high quality,
safe and affordable infant and toddler care is very real.” Community leaders indicated child care is limited,
and there are long waiting lists for access to high quality programs. Some parents stay out of the
workforce due to lack of available ECE and child care programs, and many families struggle to pay for the
services. While one Key Informant stated that local ECE is “credible and reliable for families who have
children with developmental delays or medical conditions,” another said that the community needs more
services for children with developmental disabilities.

Despite a strong foundation in high-quality education, addressing the region’s unique challenges—such
as food insecurity, low wages and lack of local employment opportunities - is essential to ensuring
children’s academic success and well-being.

Challenges
e Lack of Competitive Employment: Families and Key Informants alike expressed concern about lack of

sufficient local employment opportunities that provide adequate compensation, benefits and a living
wage.

o Families strongly expressed a concern that there are not enough local jobs and that wages are
too low to afford basic needs. One-third of FACT Inc.’s families indicated that in the last year
they lost a job, and one-third also stated that they looked for work but could not get hired.

o Secondary data demonstrates that a large proportion of the employed population travel
outside of their respective counties to go to work (especially in Calhoun, Dallas, Nevada and
Ouachita Counties), highlighting the lack of local employment opportunities.

e Legislative Concerns: Key Informants expressed concern about the current administration’s budget
proposal(s). Some are worried about federal funds being cut from schools, while others are concerned
about cuts to social welfare programs such as Medicaid and Medicare.
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2025 Community Assessment: FACT, Inc.
Consultant Observations and Conclusions

e Economic Hardship: Poverty in the service area is higher than in the USA, disproportionally impacting
children.

o

About one-quarter of all children in the FACT Inc. service area live in poverty, and in Nevada
County, half of the children under 5 are in poverty. Although the Black population is much
smaller than the White population, more Black residents are in poverty than White residents.
Significantly, in Dallas, Hempstead and Lafayette Counties, almost all children under 5 in
poverty are Black. Moreover, in Nevada, Ouachita and Union Counties, nearly half the women
who gave birth were in poverty.

Key Informants expressed concern about the cost of living, rate of inflation, high interest
rates, and many of them stated that local businesses are struggling to stay afloat.

Families cited low wages as a significant barrier, with many struggling to pay rent, taxes and
utilities.

e Food Insecurity: A significant proportion of FACT Inc.’s families reported being unable to access
enough affordable and nutritious food. Most children in the service area are eligible for the school
lunch program, and one in three children are food insecure in Colombia, Dallas, Lafayette, Nevada
and Ouachita. Although many families report using resources such as WIC, food stamps, EBT and
SNAP, a quarter of FACT Inc.’s parents stated that they or someone in their immediate family still went
hungry in the last year.

e Health and Nutrition: Many people within the FACT Inc. service area lack access to affordable health

care.

o

There are the 35 Health Professional Shortage Areas, meaning there is a lack of doctors,
dentists and mental health care providers in those areas.

One in three of FACT Inc’s families said that in the last year they needed to see a doctor, a
dentist, or buy medicine, but could not afford it.

One in five families stated that drug, alcohol, and opioid abuse is a significant concern in their
community.

Key Informants expressed concern about the cost of medical care — especially services not
covered by insurance. Some also stated that drug use and mental health are issues that local
leaders should address.

Some health-related outliers in the service area include:
*= |n Calhoun County, one in five children do not have health insurance.

= In Quachita County, almost half of pregnant women did not receive early prenatal
care.
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Consultant Observations and Conclusions

= In Union County, the opioid prescription rate is high.

* |n Lafayette County, both Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome and Heart Disease are very
high.

Access to Early Childhood Education: Key Informants expressed concern about the lack of availability
and affordability of quality ECE in the community.

o Several community leaders indicated that uncertainty of proposed funding cuts poses a threat
to the future of ECE, with one stating, “Projected funding cuts and continued uncertainty
related to the current political climate at the Federal and State levels make it extremely
difficult to maintain existing service levels or strategically plan for future years.”

o Key Informants mentioned that low pay and burnout may contribute to difficulty retaining
skilled teachers.

Access to Resources: Many families lack access to essential services such as shelter, bank accounts,
and legal aid, further deepening inequities. Limited access to internet, computers, and transportation
reflect the need for enhanced support systems. Many families lack financial services, highlighting a
critical area where FACT Inc. can help by providing financial education to break the cycle of poverty.
Overwhelmingly, FACT Inc.’s parents voiced the desire for services that teach them about budgeting,
saving, retirement, and credit repair.

Recommendations

Support Regional Economic Development: While economic revitalization is a broad, long-term goal
that goes beyond HS/EHS programs, the ongoing economic difficulties of this region highlight the need
for community-wide solutions. FACT INC. is well positioned to work with regional economic
development agencies, chambers of commerce, and workforce initiatives to promote investment in
rural communities. HS/EHS leadership can play a strategic role in elevating families’ voices,
participating in conversations that attract new business development, and making sure families are
considered in economic planning. Supporting the growth of industries that provide living-wage jobs
would ultimately benefit the long-term well-being of HS/EHS families.

Expand Financial Literacy Programs: Develop robust financial literacy services to empower families
with skills for budgeting, credit repair, and savings.

Increase Access to Health Care Services: Partner with local organizations to enhance access and
equity in health care, connecting residents with dentists, doctors, and mental health providers.
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e Strengthen Community Partnerships: Collaborate with local leaders to address gaps in access to food,
legal, aid, transportation, digital tools, and other essential services — especially in rural areas.

e Enhance Access to Food: Ensure eligible families have access to WIC and food stamps, and establish
a robust network of food banks, food pantries and other resources to increase food stability for FACT
Inc.’s families.

FACT Inc. is seen as a leader in early childhood education, providing a strong foundation to address
challenges. Key informants described the region as having a vibrant arts community and a strong tradition
of civic engagement. People work together and support one another, collaborating across agencies and
counties. With visibility in the community, FACT Inc.’s leaders can build strong relationships with other
agencies so that each organization’s strengths can be leveraged for the good of all.

FACT Inc.’s dedication to the community is key to supporting early childhood development. By tackling
challenges and embracing the area’s resilience and community spirit, FACT Inc. can create more
opportunities and equity for families, helping build a brighter future for children in the service area.
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APPENDICES
Appendix A: Family Needs Survey

Appendix B: Key Informant Survey
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